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Britain's part in the ultimate deterrent, which for the last 20 years has 

helped to save mankind from a third world war. 










'More than match for any 
existing missile defences' 

By the Secretary of State for De- A 

fence, Mr. Denis Healey, in an 

article exclusive to “Navy News.” W 

One day last June. H.M.S. Resolution, the Bl 

Royal Navy’s first Polaris submarine, slipped nr 

quietly away from her base with a full load 
of missiles, to start her first operational ; 


Because secrecy is the essence of Polaris operations, there 
were no official farewells, no bands playing and no pub¬ 
licity. The event was nonetheless of great significance, 
opening a new chapter in the Navy's history, and I do not 
wish to let it pass unheralded. 

It means that Britain is now a Polaris power, and that the 
Royal Navy has started to take over from the V-bonibcrs of 
the Royal Air Force the awesome responsibility for providing 
the British contribution to the collective nuclear deterrent of 
the West. 

What is the purpose of Polaris? What is Polaris all about? 

The answer to the question is very simple. The purpose of 
Polaris is one shared by all our forces—nuclear and conven¬ 
tional—to defend our country by making sure that no one 
dares to attack us. 


PREVENTION BETTER 

But Polaris occupies a special place. It is a strategic nuclear 
weapon of the least vulnerable and most sophisticated type— 
part of the ultimate deterrent which has helped to save man¬ 
kind from a third world war during the last 20 years, and 
which will play its part in preserving peace until the nations of 
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First patrol opens new 
chapter in naval history 

. 9KB!r 

^ the world can agree on general and comprehensive dis- 

armament. 

The concept of deterrence is not peculiar to nuclear 
weapons: it is as old as history. After all a policeman on the 
l( J beat is a form of deterrence. 

™ You can prevent war from breaking out if you can con¬ 

vince the potential aggressor that it will not be worth his while 
to start it. Prevention is always better than cure. 
n a. i Some people feel that nuclear warfare is so horrible that it 

is morally wrong even to possess these weapons. But this view 
misses the point that the prevention of nuclear war may 
depend on their possession. So long as this is so—and that is 
Hr a matter for political and military judgment—it is difficult to 

argue that wrong to possess 

weapons 

On contrary, if they used, 

they would have failed their purpose, is to prevent 

they must he kept ready for or they lose the 
power to on 

to 
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Mr. Denis Healey 


NO GOING IT ALONE' 

Of course, the aim must be eventually to remove the need 
for nuclear weapons through effective measures of dis¬ 
armament. The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons, which has now attracted a number of signatures, is 
a step towards this long-term goal. 

There arc, however, many difficulties to overcome before 
mutual disarmament can be achieved. Meanwhile, we cannot 
afford to base defence policies on the assumption that it is 
already a reality. To do so would put at risk our national 
security and the peace of the world. 

In the age of “super-powers." such as Russia and America, 
wc arc not strong enough nor can wc afford to “go-it-alone" 

Continued on page 13 
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GERMAN WARSHIPS 

OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR 
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A unique Folio of Authentic Technical 
Drawings. Featuring ten well-known SHIPS 
of the GERMAN FLEET: TIRPITZ—KOLN 
— ADMIRAL HIPPER — GNEISENAU — 
EMDEN — LUETZOW — NURNBERG — 

■ ADMIRAL SCHEER—SCHARNHORST & 
PRINZ EUGEN. These large drawings 
(size 17x10 inches) are printed on high 
white cartridge paper and depict to scale: 

A Profile, Plan, Sections and End Views 
of the ships. Armament and deck machin¬ 
ery are clearly shown. 

The folio (set of ten prints) Available. 

Now at 18/- post free from: 

W. R. Blackmore Nautical Bookseller 
Conway Chambers 130 Lordship Lane 
LONDON S.E.22 Tel: 01 693 1536 

Catalogue of scarce, out of print, anil second-hand 
nautical books sent on reguest. 


H.M.S. Resolution could score a bulls-eyc every time 
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DRAFTY'S 


CORNER 


SEA ROSTER 

Queue Starts 
Here. 

Bonus Holders 
Goto RcarotO utoe 


“Wot, again? You blokes 
must think my name is 
Polaris’* 


\ roster date received when they 

/Wi l,lc ' r * asl sca i°b. 

I ^ usl as *^ c astern gives a big- 
/mw/y/Wd Yfi pcr bom,s O 31 ’ f° rc ‘8 n service 

wS//l) ' i' /Sm Va/MwI i rc# a fi° at than it docs for service 

Ilf; * / yUtijyyfyw Q afloat in home waters it also 

"y 1 provides that men in ships doing 

,,y WWll r / IXZ/'A*' a * on & rc ^ 1 not score as 

Kffjfl u/jJ Vf/i\ much as those whose ships 

va HFePi */I Vfhk plough the ocean. 

/ WXAX\ \fh Men ' n l ^ c *' on £ Refit Party 

m. _ y/jlni count none of their ship time in 

'yj /// a dockyard for bonus. Men in 

^ships not classed as doing a long 
refit, count only the first 18 
0 weeks of a refit as seagoing; 

time in refit afterwards docs not 

H li U‘\ W Whoever invented the roster 

JL JL-M. system did a first-class job in 

creating a workable set of rules 
for putting men in a queue. He 
could have chosen points in¬ 
will not receive a new roster stead of the dates he settled to 

date as calculated above, but use. 

any bonus earned will be added 
to your old roster date, not the 

date you left your ship. Dates drawback 

As you were top of the 
roster when you joined your 
ship, with a maximum possible 
bonus of three months (i.e. if 
you had completed just under 
three months abroad), you will 
find yourself again right at the 
front of the roster. 


Most sailors know that they 
nre drafted to sea when they 
reach the top of the Sea 
Roster; they also know that 
they have their own personal 
rosier date; but from then on 
the whole thing becomes 
Drally's Mumbo-Jumbo. 

This has been explained in 
previous "Navy News** articles, 
and those who have listened to 
drafting lectures may remember 
something about it too. How¬ 
ever. the impression remains 
that not all arc convinced. So 
let me try another explanation, 
as this is at the heart of most 
drafting decisions. 


into 


a month up to a maximum of 15 You will notice that all these 
months, which means that the men left their ships at the same 
rest of his draft (normally 25 time, but because they had all 
months) attracts no further ad- done different types of service 
justment to his basic date. and had been in their ships for 

Accompanied service on shore different lengths of time, the 
abroad now counts as Shore bonuses awarded on leaving 
Service but still receives a bonus their ships were different and, 
of \ month for each month therefore, their roster dates are 
spent abroad un to a maximum different, 
of 12. If you have to leave your ship 

Here arc some examples to for any reason before you have 
show how the system works: served for three months, you 

Commission Time Date left Roster 

Completed Abroad Time Home Ship Bonus Date 
FS or LFS 
(Shore or Sca) 

(Unaccompanied) 15 mths — 1.5.6S 15 mths 1.8.69 

CiSC 12 mlh< IS mths I.5.6S 12 -i ' S -2I 1.2.70 


place, and we tackle it by mcas- 
suring the extent to which we 
judge his last draft compares 
with the last draft of everyone 
else in the queue. 

We begin by writing down the 
date lie left his ship or touched 
down at a U.K. airfield, or the 
date his ship’s service was re¬ 
classified as Port Service. We 
call this a Basic Date. We then 
compute the bonus he has 
earned, which we express in 
months (we call it the Roster 
Adjustment), and add it to the 
Basic Date. 


Sea Roster 

First we must understand that 
there is a Sca Roster for every 
type of sailor, some 170 in all. 
and of these about 100 belong 
to the seaman branch. There arc 
so many different kinds of Sea¬ 
men because one has to perm 
the right and left arms. 

Every day a new man joins 
the queue as he completes a 
stint at sca or unaccompanied 
on shore abroad. The problem is 
one of putting him in the right 


The most important draw¬ 
back of dates is that they inevit¬ 
ably convey the impression that 
a roster date is some sort of 
forecast—that the man with the 
date September 1969 will go to 
sca at that time. In fact, of 
course, the date is a device for 
putting that man’s card lower 
on the roster than that of the 
man with. say. August 1960 as 
his roster date. 

But whether the two men go 
to sea in autumn of 1969. much 
later or much earlier depends 
entirely on a host of matters 
quite unconnected with the 
order in which the cards arc 
stowed, and this is all that 
roster dates arc about. 

The date system is a neater 
and simpler solution to the 
problem of order than any 
points system could be. 

And of course any system of 
classifying service that is simple 
and workable is likely to be 
crude. Within cacli class—Sca or 
Shore—there arc billets which 
entail a lot of disadvantages to 
a particular individual and 
others that do not. 

There arc many shore billets 
in the U.K. which to many men 
arc less attractive than sonic 
sca billets. No one has yet in¬ 
vented a system that takes 
account of this sort of inequality 
and yet remains workable. 

The reader who has fol¬ 
lowed the argument will sec that 
the time he can expect to serve 
on shore is proportional to the 
time he last spent at sca, or un¬ 
accompanied. and to sonic ex¬ 
tent the place he spent it in. 

Generally speaking the man 
who volunteers to serve for 
more than the normal period 
will get an increased bonus. 

There have to be exceptions 
to this rule to prevent a bache¬ 
lor with marriage in mind clock¬ 
ing up say five years at sca so 
that he can pop the question and 
set up on shore for the next 
four. 


Less tranquil 

There are billets ashore in 
the U.K. such as in the U.K. 
Communications Exercise Pool, 
Instructors m New Entry Train¬ 
ing Establishments. Mobile 
F.M.U.’s, Trials Teams, etc., 
which arc considered to be less 
tranquil than the run of true 
shore jobs. 

Men filling them are given 
additional bonus while on this 
work (which is classified as Port 
Service) and it is added to the 


Bonus rules 


I.ists of ships for which C.N.D. 
will he Issuing Draft Orders 
during September, 1968 


The bonus is a month a 
month for time abroad, and half 
a month a month for Sca Ser¬ 
vice in Eiuropean waters which 
to join j ocs nol normally interfere with 
March. 19^ the giving of leave at or about 
March, i960 the three Western Fleet leave 
periods. 

Accompanied Sca Service 
March. 1969 abroad earns bonus at a month 


MAIN PARTIES 

ASHANTI (O.S.C.) 
CAVAl.ll.R (G S.C.) 


HSS 

LFS (Sca) 
Accompanied 
LFS (Shore) 
Accompanied 


TRIALS CREW 
1IARDV (H SS.) 


FORECAST 


SEPTEMBER 

BII.DESTON (M/ll). September 5 at 
Rosyth for trials. Port Service. Com¬ 
missions October 31. 

PUNCHES TON (C.M.S). September II 
at Gibraltar. Foreign Service. Middle 
East. 9th M.C.M. Squadron. (E.) 

WOOL ASTON (C.M S ). September IS 
at Gibraltar. Crew cx-PutKhcston for 
passage only. Turn over to London 
Division R.N.R. on arrival In U.K. 

RKINTON (M/ll). September 26 at 
Dcvonport. Home Sea Service/ 
Foreign Service (Middle fan) from 
date of sailing Middle East. Vth 
M.C.M. Squadron. <E.) 

YARMOUTH (A/S Frigate). September 
30 at Portsmouth. General Service 
Commission. Home.Ea.st of Suer 
(HE)/Home U.K. Base Pon. Ports¬ 
mouth. 

OCTOBER 

BURNASTON (C.M.S). October 21. 
Foreign Service/Middle East. 9th 
M.C.M. Squadron. (E.) 

BEACIIAMPTON (C.M.S.). October 21 
at Bahrain. Foreign Service/Middle 
East. 9th M.C.M. Squadron. (E.) 

YARN I ON (C.M.S). October 21 at 
Singapore. Foreign Service/Middle 
Fast. 9th M.C.M. Squadron (E.) 

BHERKION (M/ll). October 8 at 
Portsmouth for trials. Port Service. 
Commissions December 17. (E.) 

CAVINTON (M/ll). October 10 at 
Chatham. Home Sea Service/F'oreltn 
Service (Middle Exst> from date of 
sailing. Vth M.C.M. Squadron. (E.) 

PIIOEIIE FLIGHT. October 14 at 
Portland. General Service Commis- 
lion. Wasp. U.K. Base Port. Chatham. 

PLYMOUTH FLIGHT. October 14 at 
Portland. General Service Commis¬ 
sion. Wasp. U.K. Bxse Port. Devon- 
port. 

DEVONSHIRE (G.M. Destroyer). Octo¬ 
ber 14 at Portsmouth. L.R.P. com¬ 
plement. Port Service. 


PUMA (G P. Frigate). July at Dcvon¬ 
port. General Service Commission 
Home'Fast of Sue/ (FE)/llome 
(Phased). U.K. Base Port. Dcvonport 


ber at Chatham for special trials 
Home Sea Service. 


M VRCII 

HARDY (A S Fricatc). March 14 at 
Gibraltar for tnah. Home Sea Service. 
CAVALIER tDestroyer). March 27 at 
Dcvonport. General Service Com¬ 
mission (Phased). Home/West Indies/ 
Home. Wasp. U.K. Base Pon. 
Devonpon. 

ESKIMO FLIGHT. March at Portland. 
General Service Commission. Wasp. 
U.K. Bxse Port. Portsmouth. 

ASU AN 11 FLIGHT. March at Portland. 
General Service Commission. Wasp 
U.K. Base Port. Dcvonport. 


MINERVA (G P. Frigate). October 24 
at Chatham. General Service Commis¬ 
sion (Phased). Home/East of Sue/ 
(ME. Home). U.K. Base Port. Chat- 
ham. 

BILDESTON (M/ID. October 31 at 
Rosyth. Home Sca Service. 1st 
M.C.M. Squadron. U.K. Base Port. 
Rosyth. 

NOVEMBER 

CIIAWTON (C.M.S.). November 1 at 
Bahrain. Foreign Service. Middle East 

9th M.C.M. Squadron. (E.) 

KF.DLESTON (M/ll). November 7 at 
Dcvonport for trials. Port Service. 
Commissions January 3. 1969. 

ANDROMEDA <G.P. Fncate). Novem¬ 
ber II at Portsmouth. General Service 
Commission. Home . East of Sue/ 
(FE)/llomc (Captain's Command) 
U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth. 

JUPITER FLIGHT. November II at 
Portland. General Service Commis¬ 
sion. Wasp. U K. Base Port. Devon- 
port. 

AI.BION (Cdo Ship). November 20 at 
Singapore Foreign Service. East ot 
Sue/ (EE). U.K. Bxse Port. Ports¬ 
mouth. (A.) 

Will I BY (A/S Frigate). November 26 
at Portsmouth. General Service Com¬ 
mission. Home/East of Sue/ (EE). 
U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth. 

PLYMOUTH (A/S Frigate). November 
21 at Chatham for trials. Port Service. 
Commissions January 23. 1969. 

IIKRMIONK (G P. Frigate). November 
at Portvmouth. General Service Com¬ 
mission. Horae/East of Sue/ (FE)/ 
Home. U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth. 

BERRY HEAD (Maintenance Ship). 

November 5. at Portsmouth. Local 
• Foreign Service. 

AURORA tG.P. Frigate). November I. 

EX MOUTH (A/S Frigate). Mid-N'ovcm- 


DKCKMBFR 

MINERVA FLIGHT. December 9 at 
Portland, General Service Commis¬ 
sion. Wasp. U.K. Bxse Port. Chat¬ 
ham. 

INTREPID (Assault Ship). December 
10 at Singapore. Foreign Service East 
of Sue/ (FE). U.K. Base Port. 
Devon port. (A.) 

OUCHES IKR (A/D Frigate). Decem¬ 
ber 12 at Chatham, General Service 
Commission (Phased). Home/East of 
Sue/ (FEI/Homc. U.K. Base Port. 
Chatham. 

EURYALUS CG P. Frigate). December 
16 at Dcvonport. General Service 
Commission (Phased) Home /East of 
Sue/ (FE)/Home. (Captain's Com¬ 
mand.) U.K. Base Port. Dcvonport 

BRERFTON (M/ll). December 17 at 
Portsmouth. Home Sea Service/ 
Foreign Service (Middle East) from 
date ol sailing 9:h M C.M. Squadron. 
(E.) 

ANDROMEDA FLIGHT. December at 
Portland. General Service Commis¬ 
sion. Wasp. U K. Base Port. Ports¬ 
mouth. 

JANUARY 196* 

K FI) FUSION tM/Hl. January 3 at 
Dcvonport. Home Sea Servkc. 4th 
M.C.M. Squadron. U.K Base Port. 
Rosyth. 

SIRIUS (G.P. Frigate). January 9 at 
Portsmouth. General Service Commis¬ 
sion (Phased). Home/East of Suez 
(FED Home. U.K. Base Port. Ports¬ 
mouth. 

FIFE (G.M. Destroyer) January 14 at 
Chatham. General Service Commis¬ 
sion. Home. East of Sue/ (FE)/Home 
(Phased). U.K. Base Port. Chatham. 

PLYMOUTH (A/S Frigate) January 23 
at Chatham. General Service Commis¬ 
sion. Home East of Sue/ (FE) U.K. 
Base Port. Dcvonport. 

EAGLE (Carrier). January. February at 
Dcvonport. General Service Commis¬ 
sion (Phased). Home East of Sue/ 
(EE)/Home. U.K Base Port. Dcvon¬ 
port. 

ASHANTI (G.P. Frigate) January 30 at 
Portsmouth for triaS Port Service 
Commissions March 2* 


AUGUST 

ANTRIM (G.M. Destroyer). Mid- 
August at Glasgow (tentative). Gen¬ 
eral Service Commission. Home/East 
of Sue//Home U K. Base Port. 
Portsmouth. 

SCYLLA (G.P. Frigate). August (ten- 
tativc date) at Dcvonport for trials. 
Port Service. Commissions January. 
1970 (tentative date). 

WISTON (CMS). August at Bahrain. 
Foreign Service (Middle East). 9th 
M.C.M. Squadron. (E.) 

RHYL (A IS Frigate). August at Rosyth. 

Special reflt DY control. Port Service. 
YIDAL (Survey Ship). August at Chat¬ 
ham. General Servkc Commission. 
Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean. U.K. 
Base Port. Chatham. (A.) 


APRIL 

GRENVILLE (A/S Frigate). Apnl 24 at 
Portsmouth Home Sea Service. U.K. 
Base Port. Portsmouth. (E.) 

GLAMORGAN (G.M. Destroyer). April 
21 at Portsmouth. General Servkc 
Commission (Phased). Home/East of 
Sue/ (FE). U.K. Base Port. Dcvon¬ 
port. 

TARTAR (G P. Frigate). April at Gib¬ 
raltar. I R P complement. 

•92 SOUADKON. ARK ROYAL. April 
at Ycosilton. General Servkc Com¬ 
mission. Phantoms. U.K. Base Port. 
Dcvonport. 

K FILLING TON (M II). Mid-April at 
Chatham. Home Sea Servkc. 4th 
M.C.M Squadron. U K Base Port. 
Rosyth. 


SEPTEMBER 

NORFOLK (G.M. Destroyer). Septem¬ 
ber at Wallsend (tentative). General 
Service Commission. Home/East of 
Suez (FE)/Hotne. UK Base Port. 
Portsmouth. 

LONDONDERRY FLIGHT. September 
at Portland. General Servkc Commis¬ 
sion. Wasp. U.K. Base Port. Ports¬ 
mouth. 

PUNCHESTON (C MS ). September at 
Bahrain. 9th M.C.M, Squadron 
Foreign Service. Midd'e East. (E.) 


MAY 

LONDONDERRY (A/S Frigate). May I 
at Rosyth. General Servkc Commis¬ 
sion. Home East of Suez (FE)/Home. 
U.K. Base Poet. Portsmouth. 

ANTRIM FLIGHT. May I at Portland. 
General Service Commission. Wcisci. 
U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth. 

IIARDY (A/S Frigate) May 9 at Gib¬ 
raltar. Home Sea Service. Portland 
Squadron. U.K. Base Port. Chatham. 


OCTOBER 

BFIACHAMPTON (C.M S ). October at 
Bahrain. Foreign Service. Middle East. 
9ih M.C.M. Squadron (E) 

YARNTON (C.M.S.). October at 
Bahrain. Foreign Service. Middle East. 
9th M.C.M. Squadron. <E.) 
CHARYBDIS FLIGHT. October at 
Portland. General Service Commis¬ 
sion. Wasp. U.K. Base Port. Ports¬ 
mouth. 

LOWEST OFT (A.'S Frigate). October 
30 at Chatham for trials. Port Service. 
Commissions l>cccmber 4 


A temptation 

But men who voluntarily ex¬ 
tend their service when asked, 
arc not caught by the rules de¬ 
signed to cope with this par¬ 
ticular ploy. 

Readers who join a new ship 
and who have calculated their 
own roster dates may well find 
substantial diflcrcnccs within a 
single branch and rate, and be 
tempted to conclude that, put to 
the test, this article is still 
Mumbo-Jumbo or Wool over 
the Eyes. 

But because the number of 
men going to sca varies a great 
deal from month to month there 
is a slow. slow, quick, slow', 
tempo. 

When on: big ship has to be 
manned, or a lot of smaller ones 
commission at once, there is a 
very wide spread of roster dates. 
As two men with different dates 
may have earned an equal 
bonus the one who has been the 
least time on shore is bound to 
feci seen off. 

If Drafty could sec a solution 
to this problem he’d tell his 
reader*: about it. 


JUNE 

HAMPSHIRE (G.M. Destroyer)- June 
at Chatham L.R P. complement. Port 
Service. 

BACCHANTE (OP. Frigate). June at 
Newcastle (tentative). General Service 
Commission. Home, West lnd.es 

(Captain's Command). U.K. Base 
Port. Portvmouth. 

ASHANTI tG I* Frigate). June 6 at 
Portsmouth. General Service Com¬ 
mission. Home Fast ol Sue/ (ME)/ 
Home (Captain's Command). U.K. 
Base Pon. Dcvonport. 

ENDURANCE (Ice Patrol Ship). End 
June at Portsmouth !0 per cent, of 
ship's compjni General Service Com¬ 
mission. (Home South Atlantic South 
America.) U.K. Base Port. Ports- 
mouth. 

SALISBURY CA/D Frigate). June (ten- 
tatisc date) at Dcvonport. General 
Service Com mission. Home/East of 
Sue/ (IE) UK. Ba«e Port. Dcvon¬ 
port. 


At your service 


NOVEMBER 

NAIAD (G P Frigate) November at 
Portsmouth. General Service Commis¬ 
sion (Phased). Home /East of Sue/ 
(M E.)/Home. U.K. Bxse Port. Ports¬ 
mouth. 

AURORA (G.P. Frigate). November at 
Chatham. General Service Commis¬ 
sion (Phased). Home/East of Sue/ 
(FE)/Homc. U.K. Bx* Port. Chat¬ 
ham. 

NORFOLK FLIGHT. November at 
Portland. General Service Commis¬ 
sion. Wessex U.K. Base Port. Ports¬ 
mouth. 

HYDRA FLIGHT. November at Port¬ 
land. General Service Commission. 
Wasp U.K. Base Port. Chatham. 


L . 80NS.U? 


FEBRUARY 

ESKIMO tG.P. Frigate). February I a: 
Portsmouth. General Sersicc Commis¬ 
sion (Phased). Home East of Sue/ 
(ME). U.K Bxse Port. Portsmouth. 
CAPRICE (Destroyer). February 6 at 
Portsmouth . General Service Commis¬ 
sion (Phased). Home East ol Sue/ 
(FE). U.K. Base Port Portsmouth. 
GALATEA (G.P Frigate) February l 
at Portsmouth. General Service Com¬ 
mission (Phased). Home East of Sue/ 
(FED Home (Captain's Command ) 
U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth 
JUPITER (G.P. Frigate) Mid-February 
at Desonport. Genera! Service Com¬ 
mission. Home/East ol Socz (FE)/ 
Home. U.K. Base Port iresonport 
LONDONDERRY (A ' Frigate) Feb¬ 
ruary 20 at Rosyth to: trials Port 
Service. Commissions Mas I. 
KKI.LINGTON (M 11) Mid-February at 
Chatham lor trials. Port Service Com¬ 
missions nud-Apnl 


REMOVALS and WAREHOUSING 

PACKING AND SHIPMENT 

13 Clarendon Road, Southsea 

Telephone 2/5J5 

LONDON 13 Bramley Road, North Kensington 

PARK 4202 

PLYMOUTH 13 Waterloo Street, Stonehouse 

65/59 

CHATHAM 351 High Street, Rochester Medway 43124 


JULY 

CIIVKVBDIS tG.P. Frigate). July at 
Belfast (tentative). General Servkc 
Commission Home Fas* of Suez 
(FE)/ Home. U.K. Base Port. Ports¬ 
mouth. 

B \CCII ANTE FLIGHT. July at Port¬ 
land. General Service Commission. 
Wasp. U K Bxse Port. Portsmouth. 


DECEMBER 

LOWESTOFT (A/S Frigate). December 
4 at Chatham. General Service Com¬ 
mission. Home/East ol Sue/ (Fh> 
U.K. Base Port. Chatham. 

BERWICK (A/S Frigate). End ol 
December at Chatham for trials Com¬ 
missions end ol February. |9?o Por 
Service. 
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Advancements 


Unique in that she is the 
first and only ship of her 
class to serve in the Royal 
Navy, the third H.M.S. 
Abdiel is. nevertheless, con¬ 
tinuing the work of her pre- 
d ece sso rs—m inel a y in g. 

l aunched in January, 1967, at 
Thornvcroft’s works, Southamp¬ 
ton. the ship is based in Scot¬ 
land and generally works with 
the First Mine Countermeasures 
Squadron. Not only does she lay 
mines. Abdiel also acts as Mine 
Countermeasures Headquarters 
and Support shrp. 

Length is 265 feet, beam 38 J 
feet, draught 10 feet, and dis¬ 
placement about 1.500 tons. 
Complement is seven officers 
and 70 ratings, hut accommoda¬ 
tion is held for 14 officers and 
more than 100 ratings — the 
extra being held for the head¬ 
quarters and support parties. 

Carries 44 mines 

The ship carries 44 mines on 
two long rails in a large com¬ 
partment at the after pari of the 
ship. The> are hauled aft. one 
by one. with a winch, and are 
laid out of two big doors which 
open in the square-cut stern. 

There is a large crane on the 
upper deck, and the reels and 
other p i c c e s of equipment 
stowed there are mostly spares 
for the minesweepers and mine- 
hunters. 

The name is taken from one 
of the Seraphs. Abdiel. who not 
only remained faithful to God 
among the hoard of Satan’s re¬ 
belling angels, but at the start 
of the war in the heavens, struck 
Satan the first blow of the first 
battle. 

The first Abdiel was basically 
a four-funnelled destroyer. In 
the course of building, her 
upper deck was re-designed to 
carry 40 mines either side, on 
rails which stretched from the 
fourth funnel to the stern. 


Confirmation has been received that the following have been 
advanced to the Chief Petty Officer, Chief Artificer, or Chief 
Mechanician rate: 

dim:. 898841 J. F.. Gray. 

Chief Air Filler (AE) 

L/FX 8I62»: |). s. Anderson. L/FX 
867119 T. H. I’cek. L/FX 825021 CM 
Kcrridsc. I./FX 883667 P. Ncwcorr.bc. 
Acllne Chief Aircraft Artificer (AT.) 

L/FX 670199 K Saunders. 

Acting Chief Aircraft Mechanician (AH) 
L/FX 849121 J. T A. Hobbs. 

Chief Airman (All) 

L/FX 8869,so I). J. Lord. 

Chief Llcclrician (Air) 

L/FX 8.U93J I). A B. Sherman. 
Chief Nadlo Llcclrician (\lr) 

L/FX 8*4240 C. G. Noble. 


PC) to CPC) 

836097 R. A. Greenaway. SI9928 B. P. 
Mann. 835813 I. G. Jones. 8*6126 J. A 
Holden. 835809 I). M. Davies. SUV,97 
P. J. Lukes. 830789 K. Squires. ss29!0 
R. W. Atkinson. 857249 T. G. Gibson. 
857225 E. T. Fibs. 905417 A. J. Dunton 
839658 B. W. Smith. 865030 P. 1) 
Tucker. 863831 A Sprotf. 747867 L 
Morris. 865300 L. M. Kirby. 839349 
L. T. Leith. 843520 E Pharoah. 836730 
J. A. I). Duncan. 80272* J. Wits on. 
660568 L. II. 1 lew ill. 819944 II. L. 
Beard. 760066 S. E. Hicks. 836789 L. A. 
DouMcday. 

RPC) lo MAA 

863765 R. K. D Ness. 901637 A. F. 
Terry. 85S175 M. Gumbleion. 929017 
II. W. Allcnby. 884790 G. D. Strong. 

PC) VH R fo CPC) VVT R 
646323 G. T. Hemming*. 861795 E. A. 

Peel. 

POSA lo CPOSA 

•*‘4028 J. M. Mudeod. 896533 A. D. 
Davies. 879727 G. Gordon. 

PC) CA lo CPO CA 
834852 R. E. C). Pace. 904710 J. M. 
Sieve ns. 919733 D E Oldfield. 

PO CKIS) lo CPO CKISI 
772013 F. C. Waller. 912<70 B 
Thompson. 

PC) STD lo CPO STD 
809029 F. G Webb. 

PO CK(O) lo CPC) CK(O) 

771767 II C)s!c. 

ERA lo A/CEKA 

704117 P. Cavanah. 928591 A. P. 
Hutt. 92-8713 P. T. Candluh-Wcllord. 
•»43619 1). J. Wall. 978941 J. Morgan. 
MUCH lo A/CII.MF.CH 
903297 R. Ilousbton. 

SIIPT to A/CH-SIIPT 
980446 D H. Bottomley. 956413 I). A. 
Crumbte. 928843 M. Shcrgold. 928853 
P. II Storey. 

POMIF1) lo CIIMlE) 

854155 R. J. C. Hovcll. 84IS7S 
D. R. N. BeddaU. 902S00 M. J. Single- 
ton. 769790 II. Hughes. 849918 B. Sex- 
berry. 

CEL MECII lo A9CII CEL MECII 
893319 C. Thomson. 

POCEI. (o aiCEL 

933290 M. Fisher. 895673 W. Myna. 
POOEI. lo CIIOEI. 

892686 B. P. Sutcf. 

RS lo CRS 

89312 W. Fullalorc. 857238 C. J. 
Nethcrton. 89007$ E. Jones. 792195 
1). R. Hughes. 905702 K. M. Steele. 
889327 A. Gollcdgc. 

CV io CCY 

921582 R F. Wortham. 90895) E. II. 
Gilbert. 9054SS K. Bardct. 

POMA lo CPOMA 

910321 K. SvhoIlieJd 900426 D. Bud- 


To Ch Wren (Writer) (G) 
I lot32 L. A Cation. 

To Ch Wren (CJuarlcrs) 

1 18580 B II II Jones. 


EXCHANGES 
OF SHIPS 


The following ratings arc 
anxious to exchange ships. Any¬ 
one interested should write to 
the applicants direct. Requests 
to transfer must be submitted 
to the respective commanding 
officers in the normal Service 
manner. 

C. FL Jones. PO Cot’n. on draft to 
Goklcrc*: in Auguvt. will exchange with 
any RPO or PC) Cox'n in the Devon- 
port area. Oser six months. 

K. P. McGinn. LRCX W)/RO<W). on 
draft to II.M S. Kent would exchange 
for any other draft, preferably matncJ 
accompanied. 

I). Grace. I.S (UCI). H.M.S. Zulu, 
on General Service Commission. Home/ 
Middle East. Rosyth based. Will ex¬ 
change for Portsmouth Port Service, 
over six months. 

I. . Jackson. M(E> 1. CP 56 Men. 
H.M.S. Drake, *crvmg in H.M.S. Atk 
Royal on long refit in Dcvonport. Will 
exchange with rating on port service 
(over six months) in Portsmouth area. 

J. B. Wilton. AB. S. O. Star. H.M.S. 
Jaguar, based at Chatham on a 
General Service Commission. presently 
in the Wcocrn Fleet, and due to sene 
in the Eastern Fleet for nine months 
during 1969. will exchange draft* with 
anybody serving in the U.K. for the 
next six months, except for Scottish 
areas. 


HM.i a K(aH 


no armour protection, and wax 
one of the fastest ships of her 
size ever built (designed speed— 
40 knots). 

As a result of her minelaying 
exploits she was credited with 36 
sinkings. 

Laid down at J Samuel 
White’s. Cowes, on September 
29. 1939. Abdiel was on trials in 
the Clyde, when the Scharn- 
horst and Gnciscnau reached 
Brest on March 22. 1941. 

Although still officially un¬ 
completed. she laid mines in a 
tricky position in the approaches 
to Brest. 


Attached to Special Group 
’’X" for the invasion of Sicily. 
Abdiel conveyed General 
Alexander to the beach head at 
Gcla in July. 1943. 

Abdiel left Malta with the 
force under the King George V 
to occupy Tarranto on Septem¬ 
ber 8. At 0030 on September 10 
the minelayer, swinging at her 
cable, detonated a German 


mine, which broke the ship in 
half. Altogether 156 officers and 
men. naval and army, lost their 
lives. 

The ship’s bell was later re¬ 
covered by divers, and is now 
kept on loan in the third 
Abdiel. 

The ship’s company of the 
present Abdiel arc looking for¬ 
ward to next month when the 
ship visits Tarranto. 


POSTCARD COLLECTIONS 


Laid down at Cammcl 
Laird’s. Birkenhead, in May. 
1915. the ship laid her first 
mines in Heligoland Bight on 
March 24. 1916. At the Battle of 
Jutland. Abdiel was ordered to 
lay a minefield between the re¬ 
treating German licet and its 
bases. In 40 minutes, at a sus¬ 
tained 31 knots, she laid 70 
mines over a distance of eight 
miles—a remarkable feat for a 
ship of the time. 

Soon afterwards, the battle¬ 
ship Ostriesland. returning to 
the Jade after the battle, hit one 
of the mines and was severely 
damaged. 

This first Abdiel was sold out 
of the Service and broken up in 
South Wales in 1936. 

The second Abdiel was a 
three-funnelled fast minelayer 
of the Manxman class. displac- 
ing over 3.000 tons (full load). 

Designed for fast dashes 
under cover of darkness, she had 


TRIUMPH-SOUTHDOWN COACHES 

WEEKEND LEAVE 

Operate the following Official Express Service for Service Personnel 

EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

__ Return Fare Return Fart 

LEEDS .60'- SALISBURY .11/6 

BJJJDFORD ..58/- WORCESTER.32/- 

t1V,9R!M F,EL0 . S5/ - GLOUCESTER.30/- 

SHEFFIELD .46- READING .14/- 

NOTTINGHAM.42/6 PORTLAND .20/- 

LEICESTER .36/- PLYMOUTH .39/- 

NORTHAMPTON . 28 6 NEWPORT .29/6 

LIVERPOOL .57/- CARDIFF .32/6 

MANCHESTER.53/6 SWANSEA .38/- 

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME 46/- LONDON from PORTSMOUTH 15/6 

STAFFORD .43'- LONDON from GOSPORT ... 18.'- 

WOLVERHAMPTON.• 37/6 LONDON from 

BIRMINGHAM.36'- H.M.S. COLLINGWOOD 17/- 

COVENTRY .31/6 

WARWICK .28/6 Pay Week* special service to: 

BANBURY .25'- Newcastle-on-Tyne ... 83'- 

OXFORO ... *.20'- Sunderland .80/- 

BRISTOL .23'- Scockcon-on-Tees ... 74,'— 

N.B. To all ships visiting Portsmouth: Special facilities 
to meet your particular travelling requirements can be 
organised at short notice. Write , phone or call 

TRIUMPH COACHES, 3 Edinburgh Road. Portsmouth Phone 273SI 
SOUTHDOWN MOTOR SERVICES. Hyde Park Road. Portsmouth 

Phone 22311 


Dartington. Carton. NVhitby. East- 
bourne. Torquay. Mount* Bay. Bella*:, 
llerme*. Armada. Yarmouth. Lion. 
Hartland Point. Leopard. Token. 
Chichester. Echo. Loch Fada. Tenby. 
Puma. Blake, fcxcahbar. Troubridgc. 
Rhylc. Camperdo»n. Obcron. Cachalot. 
Blackpool, Bermich. Diamond. Acheron, 
leyburn. Scarborough. Sea Lion. 
Falmouth. Avhanti. Broadvwood. R.F.A. 
Tidcaurxc. Striker. Plymouth. Barosta. 
Virago. Llandat!. Nubian. Hampvhire, 
Gurkha. Caprice. Adamant. Eskimo, 
Duchcv*. Brave Borderer. Agincourt. 
Lcander. Grenville. Tartar. Jaguar. 
London, Kent. Alax, Devonshire. 
Lowestoft. Hardy. Dreadnought, Eagle 
(modernised). Lynx (moderni«cd). Osiris, 
Cambrian. Loch Lomond. Dido. Wake¬ 
ful. Triumph. Sidle*ham, Alderney. 
Trump. Roebuck. Mohawk. Ilecla. 
Naiad. Ocean. Zulu. Lofoten. Reclaim. 
Grafton. Orpheus. Ursa. Woolaston. 
Dunda*. Fearless. Man*min. Glamor¬ 
gan. Auriga. Forth. Hecate. Finwhale. 
Olwen (formerly (>l>nihu*). Relentless. 
Fife. Intrepid. Dumpier. Aiv.ne. Leopard 
(19*7). Ocelot. Galatea, and London¬ 
derry. 

START YOt R COLLECTION 
NOW 


Photo postcards of H.M.S. 
Abdiel. or any other ship 
in this scries, arc obtainable 
from “Navy News.” Dept. 
P.C.. 13 Edinburgh Road. 
Portsmouth, price is. each 
(10s. per dozen, stamps, postal 
order or cheque). 

A standing order for the 
supply of each new card on 
publication, for 12 issues, can 
be arranged on receipt of postal 
order or cheque for 12s. 

Other ship* in this series are: 
Ihescui. Bulwark. Centaur. Glasgow. 
Kenya. Newcastle. Albion. Ark Royal. 
Loch Ktllisport. Diana. Taciturn. Dar¬ 
ing. Chevron. Zest. Vanguard. Murray. 
Cumberland. Scorpion. Liverpool. 
Apollo. Lynx. Salisbury. Shetlicld. 
GirJIcnex*. Maidstone. Newfoundland. 
Warrior. Britannia. Bermuda. Vic¬ 
torious. Coruhna. Alametn. Vigo. Tyne. 
Julian J. lalent. Palloer. Explorer. For* 
pooe. Redpole. Gambia. Tiger. Rimell. 
Dainty. Frotector. Undir.e. Defender. 


She commissioned on April 
15. 1941. and after service in the 
Mediterranean (battle for 
Crete and Tobruk) wax sent to 
the Far East in January. 1942. 

Returning to the Mediter¬ 
ranean a year later. Abdiel made 
many “lays” off Tunisia and in 
the Sicilian Channel, sinking an 
Italian E-boat one night by gun- 
lire. 

During these operations a 
pair of paravanes was lost 
nearly every day. The mines, de¬ 
signed for 31 knots maximum, 
could not stand the strain im¬ 
posed at 34 knots. 

On recovering remains, signs 
of wear from enemy mine¬ 
mooring wires were all-too- 
often encountered. 


Zebra Trust 
vacancies 


POINTS LEADERS 
ON THE ROSTERS 


The Zebra Trust, which helps 
to accommodate Commonwealth 
students during their studies in 
this country, has two vacant 
posts which may appeal to 
retired naval personnel. 

One position is as full-time 
warden of the student com¬ 
munity in Kensington. Jerome 
House. A bachelor would be 
preferred, and there is a free 
Hat. free services, and an hono¬ 
rarium of £750-1900. according 
to experience. 

The other vacancy is for a 
couple at Zebra House hostel. 
W.8. the man to act as cook, 
and the wife as housekeeper/ 
housemother. There is a Hat. and 
the salary is £16 a week (re¬ 
viewed after three months). 

Those interested should write 
to Mr. J. T. S. Lewis. Zebra 
Trust Headquarters. 43 Chcval 
Place. SAV. 7 


The following table shows 
the total points of the man at 
the top of each advancement 
roster as at June 1. The num¬ 
ber in parenthesis indicates 
the number of men with the 
same number of points. 

When a roster is shown as 
“Int” (Intermediate) it means 
that there are fewer men on 
the roster than can possibly fill 
the expected vacancies during 
the next nine months. 

Ratings lacking seniority. 
VG conduct, or medically unfit, 
have been omitted. 


CKKA/Cb Ch M 1 E 1 

Mcch 2118 

410/675 

POM(E) LMlE) ChShpt 

89 Dry Dry 

Ch CF: V 'Ch Ch OF! V/Ch Ch C FI n 

C HI Mech O FJ Mcch O LI 

Dry Dry 1796 

Ft) C LI. FO I.CLM I OLV Ch RE V Cl 

() LI R LI Mrch 

Dry Dry Dry 

Ch R LI FO R LI I.RFIM 

12*4 Dry Dry 

CPOM A POM \ I.MA 

59*) 497 J67 

CCY CY I.RO(T) 

1411 422 413 

CRS RS I.ROfG) 

1624 297 28! 

CRS(VV) RS(VV) I.ROfW) 

Int Dry Dry 

CAA(AE) CAA(O) CAM(AE) 

Dry Dry Dry 

CAM(O) CE At Air) CRE \( \lr> 

Dry Dry Dry 

Ch El Mccb Ch REI Mcch 
(\lr) ( Air) 

Dry Dry 

CAF(AE) POAF(AE) I.AM(AE) 

2484 613 Int 

CAF(O) POVFfO) LAMiOi 

2375 411 401 

CAf \II) PO \(All) I.A(AII) 

2145 S<6 128 

CAtSE) PO VISE) L AISEi 

1153 1027 Int 

CAlPhot) POA(Phoi) I.MPhol) 

1248 470 334 

CMMcl) JOA(Mcl) LA(Mcl) 

1509 390 419 

ChEI(Alr) POFJ(Air) LEM(Alr) 

2186 1S3 Int 

ChRFHVir) PORLIUlr) I.RLMi \k) 

21 <* Int (10) Drv 


CFO I'O 

1736 MS 

Ch SLMR 
892 

Cp"o Wtr FO Wfr 

1657 320(2) 

CPOSA POS\ 

1652 3**9 

CPO CKtS) FO CK(S) 
1683 r*04 

CFO Sfd FO Std 

2156 623 

CFO CKIO) FO CK(O) 
2196 993 

MAA MAA (Ex 

Coxn) 

1409 ••o: 


I. CK«S> 
361 
I. Std 
Int 

I. CK(O) 

204 

RPO 


Now on work up trials is the 
submarine Okanagan, the third 
and final boat to be built at 
Chatham for the Canadian 
Maritime Command. There is 
cafeteria style messing for the 
crew 


233 ALBERT ROAD. DEVONPORT, PLYMOUTH 

Telephone Plymouth 53H0 : Portsmouth 33681 


Agents in all principal ports 





Navy side 
fifth in 
Yorkshire 
bed race 


NAVY NEWS AUGUST 1968 


Navy's latest 
survey ship on 
first mission 


For (he third year running 
H.M.S. Forest Moor, the R.N. 
W/T Station at Darlcy. near 
Harrogate, commanded by 
Licut.-Cdr. E. B. Whitc-Atkins, 
entered tlic Knarcsborough 
annual bed race. 

The event is organised by the 
Round Table in order to raise 
money for charity (approxi¬ 
mately 1650 was raised this 
year) and consists of six men 
pushing a decorated bed for 
two miles around the steep 
streets of Knarcsborough. 

On the bed is a suitably at¬ 
tired female passenger and the 
course includes a 40-yard cross¬ 
ing of the River Nidd. most of 
which is some 8 feel deep. 

The Forest Moor team was 
led by PC) RH1 Watson and in¬ 
cluded PO REl Buckles. I.REM 
Cokcly. LREM Kelsey. R02 
Sullivan and AB Hodgson, with 
Mrs. Linda Kelsey on the bed. 

The team completed the 
course in 19 min. 37 sec., the 
fifth fastest time of the day. 24 
teams taking part. 


The papers of Vice-Admiral 
J. E. T. Harper, whose oflicial 
record of the Battle of Jutland 
was not published in its 
original form, arc to be released 
from restriction. 

Preparation of the official 
record was entrusted to Admiral 
(then Captain) Harper in 1919. 
The amended version was pub¬ 
lished in 1927. 


Trust me to pick u team of sailors for this race 


TATTOO BAN 
IN R A N. 


insignia to 
Grafton? 


A tattooing ban for 
junior trainees and mid¬ 
shipmen under the age 19 
has been introduced into 
the Royal Auslralian 
Navy. 

Announcing the pro¬ 
hibition. the official order 
says the dangers of 
tattooing are to be in¬ 
cluded in health lectures, 
and gives a list of in¬ 
fections which are 
described as dangerous. 

A recent survey at one 
R.A.N. establishment re- 
revealed that of the com¬ 
plement 30 per cent, had 
been tattooed. All bad 
been done at an early age. 
and 90 per cent, regretted 
the action. 


Aboard II.M.S. Grafton 

Although H.M.S. Grafton 
wears the “Red Hand of 
Ulster" on her funnel, those 
on board have a feeling that, 
perhaps, it ought to be re¬ 
placed by the more realistic 
insignia now used by British 
Rail. 

In the past six months or so 
the ship has been racing back¬ 
wards and forwards between 
Portsmouth and Scotland, occa¬ 
sionally over-shooting at either 
end. once so badly that she 
ended up off the North Cape of 
Norway on Fishery Patrol. 

During this period persona- 


ing one trawler 80 miles through 
rough seas and winding fjords 
from the grounds to Tromso, 
after the ship’s divers had 
worked unsuccessfully for some 
hours in near zero temperatures 
to clear a wire from the vessel’s 
screw. 

Ski-ing was one popular pas¬ 
time with the ship's company in 
Norway, but although no less 
than 80 per cent, tried their 
hand at this perilous sport at 
least once, the only casualties 
were the doctor (not on skis) 
slipping badly on the gangway 
and the I.MA (on skis) colliding 
with a motor-car (stationary). 

HIGH SPEED RUNS 

In March we carried out the 
more humdrum but familiar 
task of running up and down 
the Clyde at high speed, much 
to the confusion not only of our¬ 
selves but also submariners, for 
whom we were a target, and 
local fishermen, for whom we 
were not. 

We only managed to fit in 
two foreign visits, to ()>tend 
and Rotterdam, during the 
month. 

After leave at Portsmouth we 
set off on a recruiting drive. 

Wc made numerous converts 
for the Royal Navy but suspect 
that the Wrens will be some¬ 
what overborne if they all sign 
on. 

VISIT TO IRELAND 

By way of relaxation. H.M.S. 
Grafton proceeded straight 
from the final port of cal' 
Aberdeen, to the Londonderry 
exercise areas for ten days, and 
even managed to slip into the 
River Foyle, albeit for only a 
few hours, to collect fuel; this 
was the ship's first visit to the 
Emerald Isle for over two years. 

Returning South in mid-June, 
three thoroughly confusing days 
were spent rounding every buoy 
in the Solent whilst some RNR 
officers were taught the intri¬ 
cacies of navigation. 

It was with some relief that 
this task was exchanged for the 
more congenial one of trans¬ 
porting the Home Secretary and 
Mrs. Callaghan on an official 
visit to Guernsey and Alderney 
at mid-summer. 


lilies ranging from a cabinet 
minister to trawler dcckics and 
from lady mayoresses to "Play¬ 
boy Bunnies" have at sometime 
been embarked—not always 
while under way. 

During January and February 
Grafton cruised the fishery 
grounds of North Norway, not 
so much protecting trawlers as 
mending their radar sets, but 
occasionally carrying out more 
complicated tasks, such as tow- 


Prickly heat 
treatment 

A Royal Army Medical Corps 
doctor in Singapore. Major 
Colin Hindson. has introduced 
a new treatment for prickly heat 
—the painful rash caused by ex¬ 
cessive perspiration and which 
often leads to skin infections. 

Further tests arc taking place, 
but those already held over the 
last nine months have produced 
startlingly successful results, the 
treatment consisting of a high 
dosage of ascorbic acid, which 
is pure vitamin C. 

Trials with volunteer soldiers, 
who had prickly heat induced 
artificially bv wrapping their 
arms in polythene sleeves, were 
S5 per cent, successful. Of 30 
children treated. 26 were cured 
and four had only minor recur¬ 
rences. No detrimental side- 
effects. due to the high dosage 
have been observed. 


His savings are 
piling up-are yours 


A Provident Life progressive savings scheme and Life 
Assurance offers you at the age of 18 a cash payment of 
£969 when you leave the Navy after 22 years’ service, 
plus Life cover for the family, for only £3 per month— 
or a pension of £195/12/- a year at 65—saving and 

security. 


•A With Profit Endowment Policy is the best hedge against Inflation. 
A reversionary bonus of 70s. Od. per cent, plus an additional bonus 
on claims during 1963 has just been declared and details will gladly 

be sent on application. 


PROVIDENT 

LIFE 


ASSOCIATION 

LIMITED 


OF LONDON 
Founded 1177 


To Provident Life Association of London Ltd 
246 Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2 


On board ILM-S. Grafton, 
the Home Secretary. Mr. 
James Callaghan, chats to 
the commanding officer. 
Licut.-Cdr. D. N. B. 
Mortimer 

Picture by POtPhoi) !> Morris 


Name 


Rank 


Address 


Period of 
service 

Monthly allotment Family cover Pension on 

on banker's order in the service civil retirement 

22 years| 

£3 per month £969 * £195/12 p.a. 
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Exhibition 
by Service 
artists 


Displays demonstrations a band, trips round the harbour, free teas and competitions helped 
to ensure an interesting day when KI.M.S. Dolphin and the First Submarine Squadron held a 
families' day at Fort Blockhouse. 

The pictures Rise an indication of the excitement among the young visitors to sample the 
“gadgetry" available for their amusement. 


Naval interest has shown a 
considerable increase in re¬ 
cent years in the Armed 
Forces Art Society, whose 
1968 exhibition of painting 
and sculpture is to be opened 
at the Chenil Gallery, Chelsea, 
on September 10 (private view 
day) by Sir Charles Wheeler. 
Public viewing is from Sep¬ 
tember II to 20 (excluding 
Sunday, September 15). 

At the last exhibition Sir Wil¬ 
liam Russell Flint, an R.N.V.R. 
lieutenant in the First World 
War. exhibited for the first time 
and accepted membership of the 
society. Norman Wilkinson is 
an honorary member and Rear- 
Admiral John Moore is a vice- 
chairman and regular exhibitor. 

Others who have shown their 
work in recent years include Ad¬ 
miral Sir Charles Madden. Vice- 
Admiral Sir Aubrey Manscrgh. 
Rear-Admiral Stokes and Capt. 
Fisher (the present Naval Judge 
Advocate who sold two of his 
pictures at the 1967 exhibition). 


Probably the only one in 
existence within the bounds of 
a Royal Navy establishment, the 
"Masjid Naval Base. Singapura" 
(the Naval Base Mosque. Singa¬ 
pore), was oflicially opened by 
the Commodore Superintendent 
of Singapore Dockyard. Com¬ 
modore F. C. W. Lawson, on 
June 8. 

The Dockyard Amenities 
Fund made a grant of 7,000 
Singapore dollars towards the 
building; the remainder of the 
cost of some 31.000 dollars was 
raised by contributions from 
Asian members of the Naval 
Police force. 

Inspector S. A. Shah, who 
was the driving force behind the 
venture, said that although the 
police were largely responsible 
for getting the mospuc built, all 
muslims would, of course, be 
welcome. 


INCORPORATED LIFE ASSURANCE BROKERS 
INCORPORATED INSURANCE BROKERS 
MORTGAGE BROKERS 

(Members of Services Insurance Brokers Association) 

TELEPHONE (3 lines) 219 WEST STREET 

FAREHAM 2211/ 2212/2213 FAREHAM. HANTS 


All classes of Life and Endowment Assurances 
Motor and all General Insurances arranged 
Building Society and Endowment Mortgages 


All professional advice and services are 


FREE OF CHARGE 


All enquiries receive the personal attention 
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106 men, and accommodation is 
allowed for 12 scientists. 

An unusual feature is that the 
hull is painted red for easy iden¬ 
tification in the ice. particularly 
from the air. Her upperworks 
and funnel arc the traditional 
white and bufT of the naval 
surveying fleet. 

Another feature is that the 
ship can be controlled from the 
crow's nest, so as to give her 
officers the farthest views of 
channels through the icc. 

Sir Ernest's Endurance, named 
after his family motto. "By en¬ 
durance wc conquer." was 
trapped by ice in the Wcddcl 
Sea in 1915 and finally crushed 
and sunk. 

The explorer and his crew 
travelled by open boat to Ele¬ 
phant Island, from where he 
made his epic voyage in one of 
Endurance's boats, the James 
Caird, to South Georgia. 

After an incredible crossing 
of that island on foot the party 
was able to organise help for 
the men still stranded on Ele¬ 
phant Island, not one of whom 
was lost. 

H.M.S. Endurance has three 
boats which arc named after the 
boats of Sir Ernest’s vessel— 
James Caird. Stancomb Wills 
and Dudley Docker. 

The new icc patrol ship is 
expected to sail for the Antarc¬ 
tic later this year. She will nor¬ 
mally be deployed in the An- 
lartic. returning each year to 
the United Kingdom for main¬ 
tenance and leave. 

Endurance is commanded by 
Capt. Peter Buchanan. 


colour 


The Royal Navy's new ice 
patrol ship, replacing H.M.S. 
Protector, was named H.M.S. 
Endurance on June 28 at Belfast 
by the Hon. Alexandra Shackle- 
ton. grand-daughter of the fam¬ 
ous explorer. Sir Ernest Shackle- 
ton, who sailed in an earlier En¬ 
durance for the Antarctic 54 
years ago. 

Previously the Anita Dan, 
H.M.S. Endurance has been 


She is fitted to carry and 
operate two Whirlwind helicop¬ 
ters and has a light gun arma¬ 
ment. 

The total complement, which 
includes a small Royal Marine 
detachment, is 13 officers and 


converted at Harland and 
Wolffs for her special job. 

The ship has a displacement 
of some 3.600 tons with a length 
of 305 feet and a draught of 
16 ft. 6 in. Maximum speed is 
14} knots. 

1I.M.S. Endurance on trials 


At Miss Agnes Weston's Royal Sailors’ Rests, 
men and women of the Royal Navy and other 
services Find a warm welcome, a comfortable 
“home from home” and unsparing help with 
spiritual, moral and family problems. A sailor’s 
life has many dangers besides physical ones— 
prompt action by Aggie Weston’s missioners has 
averted countless human tragedies. Please assist this 
important work by gift, deed of covenant or legacy. 


Patron: II.M. Ihc VJueeo 

Mead Otlicc: iNN) 32 Western Parade. 
Portsmouth. Hants. 

Ocncral Secretary: 

Lt.-Cmdr F. M. Savage. F.C.C.S.. R.N 

















Son Murk wasn't so sure about the camera when ME(I) Dennis Berdan was welcomed by hi 

wife Jean, from Manchc.slcr 


Voung ratings from II.M.S. 
Ganges, most of whom were 
spending their first day at sea in 
a warship, together with some 
of the civilian staff from the 
Ministry of Defence (Navy), 
saw* something of the work of 
the Navy when II M. Ships Un¬ 
daunted. Pellew, Murray. Ulster. 
Artful and R.F.A. Black Ranger 
visited Harwich in June. 

The high-light of the trips, 
which included towing, gun 
brings and refuelling, was un¬ 
doubtedly the mortar firing car¬ 
ried out by each pair of ships 
using full salvos of live bombs. 

^ The young ratings returned to 
Ganges visibly awestruck by the 
towers of water and hammer- 
like blows produced as 12 
bombs at a time tore the sea 
apart. 

What effect the demonstration 
will have on recruiting for the 


secn- 

fresh! 


Families wailing fo greet 
II.M.S. Tabard on her 
arrivul al II.M.S. Dolphin, 
Gosport, after sorting eight 
year* with the Fourth 
Submarine Squadron in 
Australia 
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Home after eight 

years ‘down under 


'fhc submarine. II.M.S. 
Tabard, after eight years’ ser¬ 
vice with the Royal Austra¬ 
lian Navy, started her last 
voyage from H.M.A.S. Platy¬ 
pus, Sydney. N.S.W., on 
March 22, finishing 14.406 
miles later at Fort Blockhouse 
on June II, having sailed via 
the Pacific and the Panama 
Canal. 

The first port of call was 
Apia, West Samoa, the ship’s 
company being given a first- 
class welcome. A few of the 
hardy ones visited Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s grave. 


On the last evening of the 
stay a feast, or "fia-lia," was 
given in Tabard’s honour. This 
was served under one of the 
traditional open-sided Polyne¬ 
sian grass huts, and entertain¬ 
ment was provided by dancers 
in grass skirts. 

The Prime Minister of West 
Samoa, fhc Hon. Fiama 
Mata’afa Fanmuona Mulinu’uu 
II, and the entire cabinet, were 
taken to sea for a trip, during 
which the submarine made a 
short dive. 

On the way to Pearl Harbour, 
the next port of call, stops were 
made daily so that the hands 


• 

could bathe. The sea tempera¬ 
ture was .34 degrees F. 

The submarine stayed a week 
at Pearl Harbour, allowing 
everyone to enjoy the non-stop 
entertainment provided. 

The passage to San Diego. 
California, was cold and rough, 
but this was forgotten during 
the live days’ slop. The high¬ 
light of the visit was a trip to 
Disneyland, near Los Angeles. 

Even if it was a home-going 
trip, work had still to be done, 
and cn route for Panama 
Tabard exercised with the 
guided missile destroyers Fife 
and Glamorgan. 

Everyone on board was im¬ 
pressed by the quiet organisa¬ 
tion of the locking arrangements 
as the submarine passed through 


the Panama Canal, allhough 
many, including the Captain, it 
is reported, had their hearts in 
their mouths as the "mules” 
stopped the boat only about 6 
feet from the various lock 
gales. 

Kingston. Jamaica, was next 


on the itinerary, and the British 
High Commission organised an 
excellent welcome. 

Bermuda followed Kingston, 
the boat staying only two days. 

Tabard sailed straight into a 
force 6 easterly wind on leaving 
Bermuda, and two passengers, 


an officer and a fusilier of the 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers,who 
had joined the ship, wished that 
they had never volunteered. 

Fog, frequent rain and cold 
winds were experienced all the 
way across the Atlantic, but the 
weather was perfect for the 
entry to Plymouth on June 10. 

On arriving alongside II.M.S. 
Dolphin the next day. most of 
the ship’s company's families 
were waiting on the jetty, to¬ 
gether with the Dolphin band. 

Three days later II.M.S. 
Tabard paid off for the last 
time. 


Navy visits 
Harwich 

II.M.S. 
were 
sea in 


PO Charles Ifewson with liis wife Maggie and daughters Cathy 

and Pippa from Kinver (Staffs) 


suit 

yourself... 


trips, 
gun 
un- 


sea 

effect the demonstration 
on recruiting for the 
service remains to be 
at least the fish were 


GANGES EXPEDITION TO S. NORWAY 


Thirty juniors from H.M.S. 
Ganges set out on July 19 on 
an expedition to Southern 
Norway, taking passage in the 
two newly acquired and com¬ 
missioned inshore mine¬ 
sweepers, II.M.S. DittLsham 
and II.M.S. Flintham. Their 
commanding officers are 
Lieut.-Cdr. N. J. Barker, of 
Hadlcigh (Suff olk) and Lieut.- 


Cdr. C. Shaw, of Shotlcy Gate 
(Suffolk). 

The aim of the expedition was 
to give sea training and "Out¬ 
ward Bound" experience to the 
young sailors, who will be join¬ 
ing the Fleet in about a year’s 
time. Their average age is 16. 

During the three-day passage 
from Harwich to Kristiansand. 
the juniors were able to put 
into practice the training re¬ 


ceived at their establishment. 

The minesweepers arrived at 
Kristiansand on July 22. where 
the party split into two groups, 
one camping while the other 
was at sea or visiting various 
ports. These included Lillesand, 
Tvcdcstrand, Mandat, and 
Farsund. 

The camp site had been found 
by the British Army Outward 


Bound School at Isefaer. 

The arrangement was that the 
two parties should join up again 
at Kristiansand at the end of 
July, returning to Harwich and 
Ganges early in August. 

Leader of the expedition was 
Cdr. Richard Trevithick, train¬ 
ing commander of H.M.S. 
Ganges, whose last appointment 
was on the N.A.T.O. staff at 
Oslo. 


you pay no 
more for 
generous 
credit terms 


W. COOPER (HARWICH) LTD. 

MAIN ROAD, HARWICH 

BRANCHES AT ALL PRINCIPAL PORTS 


.\n arnitui nl greeting for I.Ml*. Norman Blacker from Ills wife Janice and daughters. Their 

home is al Kowner, Gosport 

Pictures l*v L/Air G. W. Stenninz 


Cdr. R. Trod hick 


with a first-class 
suit from 

COOPERS 







LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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With reference to your 
article in the July issue on the 
Chance Vought Corsair, I 
well remember this wonderful 
aircraft in H.M.S. Inde¬ 
fatigable in the Pacific. 

Pilots called it "the bouncing 
battleship." due to its heavy 
armour plating and soft sus¬ 
pension. Rumours had it that 
our greatest I*. A.A. ace, Lieut.- 
Cdr. "Crash" Evans (now vice- 
admiral. ret.) redesigned the 
under-carriage. after which 
everything was all right. 

However. I must take you to 
task. You date that the first pro¬ 
duction Corsair emerged in June 
1942. and later, "that Corsairs 
provided tighter cover for the 
memorable attack of Barracuda 
aircraft on the German battle¬ 
ship Bism ark/* 

1 feel Mire that Barracuda 
aircraft were not in use on the 
Bismark. 

G. I\ Hurling 

Bi ighton. Sussex. 

Apolonies. Hi\mark was 
typed m error, and should 

have hem lirpilz. 


graphs and heraldic details of 
the official badges of the 
majority of H.M. ships can be 
obtained from the Planning 
Manager, H.M. Dock>ard. 
Chatham, Kent, for the sum of 
2 s. each, plus postage. 

In passing, however, details 
of the badges of the Scott and 
the Unicorn were as follows: 

•Scoff: On a field Barry Wavy 
White and Blue, a Penguin 
Proper. 

Unicorn: On a Blue field, a 
Unicorn Rampant White. 
Armed and Winged Gold. 

John M. Maher 

(Lieut.-Cdr.. K N.l. 
H.M.S. Berry Head. 


Tormidables’ appeal 

There is a call for help from Canada to all Old 
Formidable*. 

The Canadian War Museum has a Corsair aircraft which 
it is hoped to put on display with the colour and markings 
of that plane in which I.ieut. Robert Hampton Gray. 
R.C.N.V.R., won his Victoria Cross in sinking a Japanese 
frigate, on August 9, 1945. 

Lieut. Gray’s aircraft was Corsair IV (FG 1A) Kl) 587. 
of No. 1841 Squadron, and the Museum authorities are 
seeking information on the colour, and details of any other 
markings. A photograph would be marvellous should one 
lie in existence. 


Ex-Chief Stoker Denis Salter sends iis this picture of himself 
'% enjoying "Navy News’’ in his bar at Baltimore, County Cork 


s praise 


Rosyth Church 

I was interested to read that 
there is to be a new Dockyard 
Church at Rosyth, and have 
been wondering what is to be¬ 
come of some of the fittings of 
the old one. 

When the old one was com¬ 
pleted in 1946 I was the 
organist. The organ was a Ham¬ 
mond from Lyness Base. The 
pulpit was made by local labour, 
and took the form of the stern 
of a ship, while the circular 
window over the altar wa% made 
in the form of a steering wheel. 
The painted glass was. I believe, 
the work of Glasgow School of 
Art. 

W. P. Garner 

(I lent. (LI). R.N. ret.). 
Ashford. Kent. 


more cheaply by civilians. 

It is possible that the expan¬ 
sion of the Civil Service has 
resulted in promotccs being less 
qualified than they used to be. 
but now that the expansion has 
been stopped, the effects should 
quickly wear off. 

I admire the "sense of voca¬ 
tion and dedication" of the men 
in uniform, but this docs not 
justify employing more of them 
ashore than is absolutely neces¬ 
sary. The sea is the place for 

the Navv. 

• 

W. K. Duncan. 
H.M. Dockyard, Singapore. 

Hits the pocket 

I wonder how many of those 
who create about the length of 
initial engagements for young 
recruits realise that shortening 
those engagements would take 
money out of the sailor's 
pocket. 

Under the Pay ( ode he would 
get 5s. 6d. a day less for a live- 
eight year than lie does for a 
nine-year engagement: and 9%. a 


day less for anything under 
live years. Thus: 

Engagement reduced from 
nine years to seven years from 
age 18—aggregate loss during 
seven years* man’s time £700. 

Engagement reduced from 
nine years to three—aggregate 
loss during three years’ man’s 
time £500. 

Taking into account, too. that 
short service men could hardly 
expect the training given to 
nine-year men. the jobs in which 
they could be employed would 
be limited and probably not loo 
interesting. 

So. although relaxing initial 
engagements might suit a few 
people, the results would be 
rather different for the majority 
of sailors. 

F. E. ( rifchcll. 

Hiddenden. Kent. 

Ships’ badges 

It may interest your readers, 
and especially your correspond¬ 
ent Patrick S. C. Munro (July 
issue) to know that photo¬ 


Ten years ago when Admiral of the fleet Earl Mountbatten 
opened the Royal Navy Work Study School (now the School 
of Management and Work Study) he said he hoped that the 
school would save such an amount of money that, in due 
course, there would be .sufficient to build an "H.M.S. Work 
Study." 

Lord Mountbatten visited the Officers from H.M.S. Dol- 
school again on July 3 to "un- phin. after a short management 
veil" a new management infor- course, revised the ratings' 
mation centre—the only one of basic submarine (raining so that 
its kind outside the Ministry of it could be completed in four 
Defence. London. weeks instead of seven. 

The Admiral said that some The new arrangements saved 
people had questioned the efTcc- more than 100.000 man-hours in 
tivcncss of Service work study Dolphin’s annual training pro- 
teams. but he instanced the sav- gramme, 
ing incurred in H.M.S. Vernon. 

A work study learn sent to 
that establishment found that in- 
>t ruct ional accommodation. 

which Vernon claimed was in¬ 
adequate. was more than suffi¬ 
cient if properly planned. 

The cancellation of a new 
building, which had already 
been approved, saved £200.000. 

An example of the value of 
the "management" side of the 
school was also given. 


In your June issue you state 
that H.M.S. I earless will be the 
lirst ship ever to carry all 
locally -entered c o o k s an d 
stewards. II M S. Vidal com¬ 
missioned on January 9, 1%8. 
for a General Service Commis¬ 
sion. and all her cooks and 
stewards arc locally-entered 
Chinese ratings. 

All these ratings were flown 
to ( hatham from Hong Kong. 

A. G. Y. Thorpe 
(Lieutenant. R.N.) 

II M S. Vida! 


H.M.S. KXMOUMI 
H.M.S. Exmouth. the first 
major warship in the West to 
be propelled entirely by gas 
turbine engines, commissioned 
at Chatham Dockyard on July 
20. Under the command of 
Licut.-Cdr. B. R. Outhwaitc. 
she will in due course continue 
trials in diflerent parts of the 
world under varying climatic 
conditions. 


in your July edition tm 
helicopter pictured on page so 
is not a Sikorsky Sea King bu 
a Kaman UH-2 Sea Sprite. 

J. K. M. (A) Fisher 
H.M.S. Daedalus. 


Letter regretted 

I was M»rr> to see Lieut.-C dr. 
Watts' letter in the June issue. 
The figures prove nothing be¬ 
cause the comparative numbers 
of men are not given. 

The man in uniform is trained 
and paid to go to sea in lighting 
ships. ’I he civilian is trained and 
paid to work in dockyards, 
stores, and offices. To employ 
the former ashore can be an ex¬ 
pensive misuse of manpower. 

The aim of the Way Ahead 
Committee is to reduce the num¬ 
ber of men ashore, both Navy 
and civilian. The main result is 
likely to be complete closure of 
some establishments, but there 
could be place* where the Com¬ 
mittee will recommend increas¬ 
ing civilian number* to release 
uniformed men for sea service, 
oi because the job* can he done 


Frigate 


YOUR HOLIDAY HOTEL 


Wives and children welcome 


When H.M.S. LlandalT. com¬ 
manded by Cdr. I. B. Lennox, 
arrives at Devon port on Septem¬ 
ber 21, she will have sailed 
around the world. 

The Cathedral class aircraft 
direction frigate arrived on the 
Ear East Station in November. 
1966, by way of the Middle East. 
She left Singapore on July I for 
the return journey via the 
Pacific and the Panama Canal. 

I ast month LlandalT took 
part in exercises with the Royal 
Australian and Koval New 


COMFORTABLE BEDROOMS 
RECENTLY REFURNISHED LOUNGES, etc 


Write to Resident Manager for tariff and reduced 
charges for October-—March 

HOTEL FOR ROYAL NAVY, Greenhill, Weymouth 

Telephone 4103 


is to offer to the Armed Forces 
advice and service in all matters 
relating to Insurance and House 
Purchase. Therefore, if advice on 
these problems is given by a 
Member of S.I.B.A., it may be 
regarded as having been given in 
the best interests of the person 
concerned. 


Apply to the Secretary for a list of members: 

Secretary: Commander J. F. W. Hastings, 

Royal Navy 

Services Insurance Brokers 

Association 

10 Queens Street 
Maidenhead 






RED CROSS AWARD 


The young grand-daughter 
of a member of the Nursing 
Sisters' .Mess in Singapore 

Picture by PO<Phot> G. Ash 


Families' 

Page 


Naval Base is fascinated by = 
the award of the Associate = 
of the Royal Red Cross, ^ 
received by Superintend- = 
ing Sister Sheila Barton, of = 
the Queen Alexandra's Royal = 
Naval Nursing Service. 

Miss Barton, who comes |j 
from Ashmansworth, near = 
Newbury (Berks), received = 
the decoration at an inves- = 
titure held by the United = 
Kingdom High Com mis- 
sinner in Singapore, Sir = 
Arthur Dc I.a Mare. 

She has served in the = 
Royal Naval Hospitals at = 
II a s I a r, Plymouth, and = 
Malta, and the R.N. Air = 
Station at Yeovilton. 

Ill!llllllll!ll!lllll]||||||||||||||||||||||||!lllll||!llllll||i= 

MOREGOTO 
WELFARE 

Although no ratings have 
written to “Navy News" in 
response to last month's article 
on "Talking it over with some¬ 
one. in confidence," the assur¬ 
ance about Family Welfare 
methods has been well received 
among those who w*ork with 
naval wives. 

"In the first two weeks of this 
month" said one Welfare 
worker. “I bad a 25 per cent, 
increase in the number of in¬ 
terviews at my ofiicc." 

The purpose of the article was 
to explain that wives with pro¬ 
blems can seek advice in con¬ 
fidence, without fear of a re¬ 
ference on their husbands* 
records. 


Rowncr estate, the Navy’s 
married quarters town near 
Gosport, reached the "end of 
the beginning" of its develop¬ 
ment on July 4 when Capt. 
G. W. D. Spriggs, Chief Staff 
Officer (Personnel) to the 
Commandcr-in-Cbief, Ports¬ 
mouth, officially opened the 


new community centre. 

Capt. Spriggs said that 11 
months ago, discussion on the 
needs of the estate resulted in 
this list of requirements: resi¬ 
dents’ association, shops, post 
office, bus transport, play groups 
for young children, welfare 
community officer, and com¬ 
munity centre. 


"All these things arc now 
catered for," said Capt. Spriggs, 
"and next year the community 
centre facilities will be im¬ 
proved with the provision of a 
permanent building ” 

Great things were planned for 
the estate. There were hopes of 
a sports and recreation centre 


with a club and indoor sports 
hall, and eventually a swim¬ 
ming pool. 

The new community hall, 
which was erected in three days, 
serves a population of 8.000, 
and this figure is expected to be 
in the region of 12,000 by the 
time the permanent hall is 
completed. 


‘GREAT THINGS’ PLANNED FOR ROWNER 
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‘EMPTY* WEEK-ENDS 


While the sailor may appre¬ 
ciate the new consistency in his 
pay, and the unmarried have 
no great problem about their 
finances, the married men arc 
not finding the transition too 
easy — especially where that 
third "empty" week-end crops 
up. 

This is particularly so where 
a married rating is living at 
home and drawing ration 
allowance. 

To help his wife meet weekly 
commitments, he could arrange 
for her to receive the maximum 
amount of allotment, which she 
could draw every Thursday. 

The new pay scheme will still 
be in the transitional period 
until the beginning of August, 
after which it is hoped that 
teething troubles will be elimin¬ 
ated, and that ratings becoming 
more accustomed to the system 
will have less difficulty in 
organising their budgets. 


In a flaming 


Dashing off a letter to the 


papers ls a most satisfying 
way of letting rip in moments 
of anger, and a chief’s wife 
was no exception when she 
wrote to "Navy News." 


temper 


Complaints on the 

pay scheme 


The . Navy’s new pay 
arrangements, by which rat¬ 
ings arc paid on or about the 
15th or 30th of each month, 
instead of fortnightly, have re¬ 
sulted in a number of com¬ 
plaints. 

One of these, a letter to the 
Press, said that the procedure 
saved work for the Pay De¬ 
partment, by making 24 pay 
days a year instead of 26, but 
had not taken into consideration 
the far-reaching effects of the 
step. 

"Ratings. especially the 
younger ones," said the letter, 
"who have not yet had time to 
accumulate much financial re¬ 
serve, are all highly incon¬ 


venienced. and very many 
indignant. 

"There arc occasions when 
one pay day has to cover three 
week-ends instead of the usual 
two. 

'Tradesmen of all sorts, per¬ 
sons providing accommodation 
for the Navy, pubs (for the 
sailor has earned his week-end 
drink if he wants one) simply 
do not know where they stand. 

"In fact some private land¬ 
lords arc now reluctant to let 


to naval ratings, being uncer¬ 
tain as to when the rent will be 
available." 

'Hie official explanation is 
that the system was changed to 
simplify procedure, divide the 
ledger into equal four-monthly 
periods instead of three un¬ 
equal periods, standardise the 
officers’ and ratings’ ledger 
periods. and prepare for 
eventual computoriscd work¬ 
ing. 

The new arrangements case 
the burden on ships* pay staffs, 
and have the advantage that rat¬ 
ings know exactly the amount 
they arc to receive, whereas in 
the past there were often 
puzzling differences. 


"When is the Royal Navy 
going to wake up to the fact 
that they lose many good 
skilled men simply because they 
object to being treated like 
naughty boys? 

"My husband is nearing com¬ 
pletion of 22 years' service, and 
is dismayed to find out that his 
time of leaving will be delayed. 
This is because 20 years ago he 
was a naughty boy and did 
punishment in cells. 

“1 wonder how many rat¬ 
ings know* that this is added 

to the length of service? 

BITTER LETTER 

"Now today I have had a 
letter from my husband full of 
bitterness. He has been out in 
the Ear East for 11 months and 
is due to fly home in a few 
weeks. 

"As he has not taken any of 
his station leave he thought it 
would be a good idea to take a 
few days prior to coming home. 
So imagine his feelings when his 
request was turned down." 

The letter ended: "Good luck 
to 'Navy News.’ 1 look forward 
to it and enjoy it every month. 
There is a lot to be done to 
create happier feeling in the 
R.N. between officers and men." 

PENSION PURPOSES 

Although the chief’s wife did 
not know that ’'non-cffcctivc 
time" was added to service, in 
fairness to the Navy the rule is 


SO SHE 
WROTE TO 


widely known, and attention has 
been drawn to it, in an effort 
to avoid just the circumstances 
which have occurred in this case. 

The added time is only 
imposed for pension purposes. 
A man must serve his full 22 
years to qualify. 

It might well be argued that 
a minor escapade 20 years ago 
should be overlooked after sub¬ 
sequent conscientious service, 
but supposing a man had been 
a deserter for 12 months in his 
youth. Should he get a pension 
to include that year? 

In other words, the problem is 
"where to draw the line." and 
it seems to be felt that the line 
is properly drawn as it is. 

Incidentally, where release 
procedure has become involved 
in this "added time," quite a few 
men now drawing pension could 
testify thar their treatment was 
by no means hard-faced. 

HAPPIER NOTE 

This was not the end of the 
story, however. "Navy News" 
was pleased to receive a further 
note from the chiefs wife, in 
which she said: 

"Further to my letter ... I 
was in a flaming temper when 1 
wrote it, and rightly so. My 


husband is very conscientious 
and I thought he had been un¬ 
fairly treated. 

"Now I am glad to say that 
matters have been cleared up. 
and my husband and the several 
others with him have been 
granted the station leave that 
was at first refused them. 

"It appears that an officer 
was under the impression that 
all the advance party had had 
their station leave." 

Well, dear reader, wc 
hope your husband en¬ 
joyed his spell ashore at 
II.MS. Terror, and hope 
also that your experience 
will help to bring this 
pension rule into wider 
understanding. 


Her day 
out—spud 


peeling ! 

When H.M.S. Grampus took 
part in the second day of "Sea- 
days ’68" from Portsmouth on 
June 18, 20 women, wives of the 
ship’s company, were on board. 

For nearly all of them it was 
the first taste of "hubbies" trade. 

Conducted tours were ar¬ 
ranged and a lunch of minute 
steaks, fruit salads and ice 
cream prompted some of the 
visitors to wonder why their 
husbands ever needed to be fed 
when they came home. 

One wife, however, did not 
escape housework: she was ob¬ 
served in the fore ends peeling 
spuds. 

While the submarine was 
dived, the wives were given 
turns on the periscope and 
watched a submarine in action. 

Pictured below is Laura, 
wife of AB Gooch, trying 
her husband's job on the 
after planes of the sub¬ 
marine 


J & S are MURDERING 
PRICES .... SO VISIT 
100 ELM GROVE FOR 

B.G! BIG! BIG! SAYINGS! 


We offer the widest selection of broad- 
loom carpet in Southern England and at 
the lowest prices. 

21/- sq. yd. TUFTAFOAM 

CONTAINS 15% NYLON 

Foam-backcd 

29/11 sq. yd. 


SHIPLEY FOAM 

EVLAN 

Foam-backed 


100 % 


39/11 sq. yd. 
47/6 sq. yd. 


PRIDE 100% 


NYLON 

Virtually Indestructible 


CHEQUERS 

100% VISCOSE 

Thick built-in underlay 

and many more. Prices from 13/6 sq. yd. 

Shop around, but come to us last for the best deal! 

LATE NIGHT OPENING: 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY, 8 p.m. 

CASHCARRY 

100-102 ELM GROVE 
S0UTHSEA 


CARPETS 


Open Daily: 

9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
Closed all day Wed. 
Thursday and Friday: 
9.30 a.m. to 8.0 p.m. 
Telephone 

PORTSMOUTH 25472 
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Presented to Princess 


The new headquarters of 
H.M.S. Sussex, the Sussex Divi¬ 
sion of the Royal Naval Reserve 
at Maxwell Wharf, Portsladc, 
were opened by H.R.H. Princess 
Alexandra on July 6. 

The building, which consists 
of offices, picture rooms, radio 
and radar rooms and mainten¬ 
ance workshops, replaces huts 
which were built before the First 
World War. 

The Princess, who arrived at 
the North Lock of Shoreham 


Harbour, sailed the onc-and-a- 
half miles inside the harbour to 
the new headquarters in H.M.S. 
Curzon, the Division’s coastal 
minesweeper, where she was 
greeted by the Admiral Com¬ 
manding Reserves, Rear-Ad¬ 
miral B. C. G. Place, V.C.. Com¬ 
modore V. G. Tolhurst, R.N.R.. 
and the Mayor of Hove, Coun¬ 
cillor L. G. H Sykes. 

The Sussex Division has a 
history going back to 1874 when 
a Brighton Brigade of the Royal 


Naval Artillery Volunteers was 
formed to man a heavy gun 
battery constructed near the 

town. 

In 1903 the Royal Naval Vol¬ 
unteer Reserve was formed and 
a Sussex Division established 
the following year. 

During the First. World War 
the majority of the Division’s 
members served in the Royal 
Naval Division which fought 
at Gallipoli and in France. 

In the Second World War the 


Division's establishment, to¬ 
gether with the next-door Hove 
Marina, were taken over and 
commissioned as H.M.S. King 
Alfred, and between 1939 and 
1945 22.500 R.N.V.R. officers 
were trained there. 

Below: Princess Alex¬ 
andra being presented 
with a working model of 
H.M.S. Cur/on for her 
children 

Picture by L. Air R Poa<on 
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CHANGE IN NAVY LIFE 


High mileage days 
for the Fleet 

When H.M.S. Zest arrived at Devonport on July 4 to pay oil 
she had spent 170 out of 269 days at sea. and steamed 61.500 


miles since leaving the United 

However, those thousands of 
miles have taken her to. and 
the days in harbour have been 
spent in. some of the most in¬ 
teresting and enjoyable ports in 
the Far East. 

In less than nine months the 
ship took part in a couple of 
Bcira patrols, visited Mombasa, 
joined units of the Far East 
Fleet for exercises in the Indian 
Ocean, and visited Australia. 

Then came Dunedin. New 
Zealand, followed by Yoko¬ 
hama and Shimoda in Japan. 
Hong Kong came next and, 
after exercises off Subic in the 
Philippines, Singapore. 

The stay in the Far East base 
was short—only 11 days—and 
then the ship was homeward 
bound, with two short stops, 
Simonstown and Gibraltar. 

H.M.S. Zest’s last two com¬ 
missions arc a classic illustra¬ 
tion of the way in which life in 


Kingdom on October 9, 1967. 

the Royal Navy has changed in 
recent years. 

In these last five years the ship 
has steamed almost half the 
total mileage that she has done 
in the 24 years of service — 
179.000 out of 428.000. 

And in June this year the 
ship recorded her highest ever 
total for any one month— 
8.940 miles. 


Latest submarine 
for Australia 

H.M.A.S. Otway. Australia's 
newest submarine, built by 
Scott's of Greenock, left last 
month on the 15.000-milc 
voyage to Sydney. She is the 
second of four Oberon patrol 
submarines ordered by the 
Australian Navy. 


DOUNREAY VISIT 


Rear-Admiral R. G. Raper, 
Director-General Ships, accom¬ 
panied by Rear - Admiral 
W. T. C. Ridley (Admiral Super¬ 
intendent, H.M. Dockyard. 
Rosyth) and Sir Denning Pear¬ 
son (chairman of Rolls-Royce 
and Associates Ltd.), visited the 
Admiralty Reactor Test Estab¬ 
lishment at Dounreay on June 
19 and 20. 

A.R.T.E. is one of the naval 
establishments under the com¬ 
mand of Admiral Raper, and 
the submarine prototype there 
is operated by R. R. and A. Ltd. 
for the Ministry of Defence 
(Navy). 


The current refit of the pro¬ 
totype is nearing completion, 
and it is anticipated that the 
plant will be operational this 
month. 

One of the major items during 
the refit has been the reactor re¬ 
fuel. which is the first one for a 
British nuclear submarine pro¬ 
pulsion plant. 

Sir Denning said that the re¬ 
fit programme, which was a 
complicated one, had gone re¬ 
markably well. 

Besides visiting the prototype 
Admiral Raper also looked at 
the training facilities and the 
manoeuvring room training 
simulator. 



IWitm 


Iff HHn 


done credit to an Arab slave 
trader! 

The band played in the main 
Amsterdam square to a large 
and appreciative audience and a 
successful children's party was 
given in Ujster. backed up by 
the other ships. 

Despite the difficulty of ex¬ 
tracting jelly from the most un¬ 
likely places—including a gyro 
compass—when it was all over, 
everybody, guests and hosts 
alike, enjoyed themselves. 

In a delightful gesture, which 
summed up the "feel’* of the 
whole visit, the local Garrison 
Commander presented the 
squadron with a whole van load 
of carnations and roses, more 
than enough for each mess to 
have a share 


frigates Undaunted. A generous programme of cn- 
Murray and Ulster, tertainment had been arranged 

inied by the submar- b Y Royal Netherlands Navy, 

l ul and the R.F.A. but the first night was reserved 

. . 1 ,, for the Squadron official rcccp- 

anger, under the com- tion conc | lld j ng w ith the Royal 

; ,p ;*. , ^ ass,dl Marine Band "Beating Retreat" 

I S. Undaunted, re- on the jetty, 

sited Amsterdam. On the following days there 

rfect summer weather were trips round the canals and 

ed. with the R.M. Band official entertainments were 

C'ommandcr-in-Chicf. mixed with private hospitality. 
Fleet, playing on the The Royal Netherlands Navy 
;k. made a fine sight as liaison officers worked inde¬ 
xed her way from fatigably to make the visit a 

i through the heavy roaring success and. in particu- 

* the berth near the lar. met the ever-increasing rc- 

i the city, where she quests for partners for dances 

oil by the remainder of and parties with an efficiency 

Iron. and aplomb which would have 

H.M.S. Undaunted fostering Anglo-Duteh relations 


If you were posted abroad tomorrow, 
here’s how Westminster Bank 

woidd help you 


nevertheless very, very wise. You can 

arrange with the Westminster to pay 

fixed amounts into a deposit account. 

(Where it accumulates interest.) Or to 

some other investment. This way you 

know you'll always have money when 

you come home. 

• 

4. Let us take care of the worrying, 
too. It is easy for a man on active ser¬ 
vice to get tangled up in complicated 
questions of money affairs. Your local 
Westminster Bank Manager will he 
pleased to help you find the very best 
advice on these matters. 


T hink a minute. One of these 
days a posting abroad may be a 
very - real possibility. And that’s 
when you could be thankful you've 
got an account with Westminster 
Bank. Here are four typical pro¬ 
blems for members of H.M. Forces 
and how the Westminster Bank 
helps solve them. 

1. Buying a car. Say you arc buying a 
car through hire-purchase. You can 
pay all instalments with a 'standing 
order*. The Westminster will pay them 
regularly in your absence. That goes 
for mortgage payments, rates, sub¬ 
scriptions, we'll do all the remember¬ 
ing for you. 

2. Joint accounts. Let us assume 
you’re married. We can arrange for 
your wife to draw money from your 
account or have a joint account. 
Regular statements will be sent. 

3. How on earth can you save? Sud¬ 
denly you arc spending not pounds but 
foreign currency. Very exciting. And 
can be very expensive. At such times 
the idea of saving will seem dull. It is 


Call in at your nearest 
Westminster Bank 

We hope we have convinced you that 
we understand the problems your life 
may present at any moment, and that 
we can give you a lot of immediate help 
with them. Why not have a friendly 
talk with your local Westminster Bank 
Manager? He'll tell you just how easy 
it is to open an account with us. Or 
write direct to the I lead Office of the 
Westminster Bank, 41 Lothbury, 
London EC2. 


f 
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Rear-Admiral G. C. Crowley, Director - General of Naval Personal 
Services and Officer Appointments, explains in this article why it has 
been decided to rename and modernise the Naval Central Fund, 
giving it a new vigour in its work for the Fleet. 


How often have you 
wondered why the Fleet, and 
that includes shore establish¬ 
ments too, cannot have more 
amenities? If you have ever 
seriously thought about this 
you will probably have 
reached the conclusion that 
there simply is not enough 
money for all these things. 
Though this is unfortunately 
true, it is not the whole story, 
nor is it necessarily beyond 
our ability to improve the 
situation. 

Ask a sailor. “What is the 
Naval Central Fund," and the 
odds arc that he doesn't know, 
and if he does he doesn't know 
very much about it. 

unfortunately, the truth is 
that the Naval Central Fund, 
with assets amounting to about 
a third-of-a-million pounds, has 
lacked appeal. Not only that. 


Cough 

SUPPORT MEANS 
MORE AMENITIES 


but perhaps the Fleet has not 
had enough say in its manage¬ 
ment over the past few years. 

The title never really caught 
on. and although the Fund has 
done a great deal of good for a 
large number of men and their 
dependants, very few people 
have known about it. 

There has been something of 


# 

In home, ship, 
barracks or club... 

RADIO RENTALS 

,» • . v * • * . . o 

bring you , 
the best in TV, 


the “Silent Service." amounting 
to anonymity, about it. 

Your Fund is now being 
modernised. Firstly, it is being 
re-christened and called the 
“Fleet Amenities Fund”—with 
a big accent on the Fleet. 

Secondly, the whole structure 
is being broadened so that re¬ 
presentatives from the Fleet and 
Commands will be included in 
its management. 

In addition, a rating will serve 
on the Grants Committee for 
the first time—another impor¬ 
tant responsibility for the chief 
petty oliiccr on the Second Sea 
Lord’s Personnel Liaison Team. 

Investment 

The most far-rcaching 
change, however, is in the 
manner of capital investment. 

A leading City merchant 
bank. Messrs. Robert Fleming 
and Co., has undertaken the 
management of the Fund's 
financial affairs, and two emi¬ 
nent professional gentlemen in 
the investment field have agreed 


to advise the Trustees in an 
honorary capacity. 

In future, when your Fund 
makes a contribution to any 
project, a plaque or other per¬ 
manent record will be suitably 
placed so that the Fleet Ameni¬ 
ties Fund may leave its finger¬ 
prints at the scene of its opera¬ 
tions. The days of anonymity 
arc over. 

If plaques had always been 
erected by this Fund, prominent 
ones would have been seen in 
many places such as the CPOs* 
swimming pool in H.M.S. 
Terror, the Families* Annex at 
the Portsmouth “Aggie 
Weston's." and the new Dolphin 
Yacht. Your own R.N. and 
R.M. Dependants' Fund also re¬ 
ceived a handsome grant. 

To the future 

In all. nearly £50.000 has 
been distributed by the old 
Naval Central Fund in the last 
four years, and most of us have 
undoubtedly benefited at some 
time or other. 

But what of the future? How 
can we continue the good work? 
"Money makes money" is cer¬ 
tainly true, and could be applied 
to the new Fleet Amenities 
Fund. We need more money in 
the Fleet Fund with which, by 


Did you know ... 

That nearly £50,000 has been distributed by the old 
Naval Central Fund in the last four years? 

That your own R.N. and R.M. Dependants* Fund 
received a handsome grant? 

That the CPOs’ swimming pool at H.M.S. Terror, the 
new Dolphin yacht, and Families* Annex at Portsmouth’s 
“Aggie Weston’s” all benefited from the Fund? 

There are many more wavs to make life pleasanter — 
when the money comes rolling in. 


a wise financial policy, wc can 
do more really worthwhile 
things. 

The Army and the R.A.F. 
Funds arc vastly bigger than 
our own. If they can build up 
large funds, wc can clearly do 
so too. 

How can wc all help? Well 
there is an old saying that 
charity starts at home, and this 
is really true. If wc as a Fleet 
could all. each and every one 
of us. help to boost our own 
Fund, it would grow and grow 
quickly. 

Spare money 

This is. after all. a Fleet Fund 
for the Fleet, and surely de¬ 
serves all the help wc can give 
it. When a ship pays off or a 
unit has a little spare money, 
could this not be given to your 
Fleet Amenities Fund? If it 
were, what a difference it would 
soon make. 

Your Trustees, who arc the 
Commandcr-in-Chicf Western 
Fleet. Commander • in-Chicf 
Portsmouth, the Commandant 
General Royal Marines, the 
Deputy Under Secretary of 
State (Naval), with the Second 
Sea Lord in the chair, arc all 
anxious that any surplus funds 
may be directed towards your 
own l icet Amenities Fund so 


that it will swell and cross the 
million-pound mark. 

And wc do not wish to 
increase the fund just for the 
fun of it. Don't forget that the 
more money wc get the more 
wc can give out. 

Ships have often set an ex¬ 
cellent example in this, and 
only fairly recently the Maid¬ 
stone. Victorious and London 
all made generous contributions 
from their Welfare Funds when 
they paid off. 

Reap benefits 

If others would only follow 
their lead we would soon be 
well away, and the Fleet would 
soon be reaping far greater 
benefits. 

The more interest wc can 
take in our own Fund, the 
quicker it will grow, and the 
quicker it grows the more 
really positive things will it be 
able to do for the Fleet. 

Please help yourselves 
by supporting the Fund, 
and when the time comes 
to pay olf, give your own 
welfare surplus money to 
if. 

If you do this, the re¬ 
ward in the shape of 
better amenities of all 
dcscriptioas will he ex¬ 
tremely worthwhile. 


Rent TV from reliable Radio Rentals. Top- 
grade sets, money-saving terms. 

You're assured of perfect viewing, backed by our 40 
years' experience and 7,000 service staff trained to 
our own high standards.throughout the Britishjsles. 
Choose vivid black-and-white or living colour. 


Matching tegs free. Reducing rentals. 

Minimum rental period 12 months. 

For a 19" 3-programme black-and-white TV, on 
the Radio Rentals Standard Plan, you make just one 
payment of £14.14.0 down. NOTHING MORE TO 
PAY FOR 7 MONTHS—then only 42/- a month 
(equals 9/9 a week). 

OR SAVE EVEN MORE on our Single Payment 
Discount Plan. ONLY £23.4.0 DOWN FOR A FULL 
YEAR (equals only 8/11 a week). 

Aerials are supplied at very economic rates. In 
areas served by wired relay or communal aerials, a 
Radio Rentals TV set will give you outstandingly 
better reception. 

Contract rates available for multiple set installations. 
And we can install a wired service for you. Ask for a 
quotation now. 

Service clubs and institutions are cordially invited to 
ask for details of Radio Rentals group-viewing sets 
- built to official specifications. 

Phone or drop in to your local Radio Rentals 
branch. See telephone directory for address. 


Blake’s helicopters 

In a written Parliamentary 
reply to Rear-Admiral Morgan 
Giles. M.P. for Winchester. Dr. 
David Owen. Parliamentary 
Undcr-Sccrclary for Defence 
(Navy), said that H.M.S. Blake, 
in her new role, would carry 
four helicopters. 


RELIABLE 


Radio Rentals 


DOUBLED 
THEM UP 

Life is tough in the Navy , hut 
can he even worse in the Royal 
Naval Reserve. 

Recently there was a visit to 
a foreign shore. It was all very 
successful, coach rides and all 
that, hut lest it he itnagined that 
the participants were living in 
the lap of luxury, the following 
is a quotation from an official 
report: 

’'Unfortunately accommoda¬ 
tion for officers and W.R.N.R. 
ratings was not up to the 
standards usually provided, and 
in many instances beds had to he 
shared ." 


Now where 
have I seen 
that face 
before . . . ? 


According to the caption 
supplied, it Is believed that 
all polar bears inside the 
Arctic Circle are now wear¬ 
ing the green beret after the 
exploits of 45 Commando, 
Royal Marines, who acted 
as enemy force during the 
exercise Polar Express. 

Below: In the Land of the 
Midnight Sun. ofT the North 
Norway coast, the photo¬ 
grapher got this shot of the 
flight deck of the commando 
ship H.M.S. Bulwark. 

Five countries took part 
in the exercise, to test 
NATO European mobile 
forces, with the Bulwark 
acting as springboard for 
the assault on the Norwegian 























usy year toi 
lalta divers 


The end of a German 4.000 lb. bomb sends a huge column of 

wafer info fhc air 


The first half of 1968 has been 
particularly busy for the Malta 
Clearance Diving Team. As a 
result of the large amounts of 
bombs and mines that were 
dropped on Malta during the 
Second World War. the task of 
uncxplodcd ordnance disposal is 
far from finished. 

In addition to answering the 
calls for assistance that conic 
through official channels, the 
team is making a big clFort to 
ensure that the ports and an¬ 
chorages of Malta are clear of 
wartime relics so that the 
island's redevelopment pro¬ 
gramme is not held up. 

The waters nround Malta arc 
ideal for search operations. 

Amongst the "high-lights" so 
far this year have been a Ger¬ 
man 4.(XX) lb. bomb in the north 
of the island, and a German 
buoyant mine found only 400 
yards off the seafront at Slicma. 

The subsequent explosions 


were felt all over the island and 
showed how dangerous uncx¬ 
plodcd bombs and mines can be. 
even after such a long period. 

Search operations have also 
resulted in the discovery of two 
wrecks near the entrance to 
Grand Harbour. Considerable 
amounts of small-arms ammuni¬ 
tion. shells and depth charges 
vs ere found in both. 

At present the team are en¬ 
deavouring to locate and dis¬ 
pose of the torpedo warheads. 

The team has taken part in 
three NATO exercises during 
the period and has visited Italy, 
Crete and Greece. 

With Turkey and France yet 
to conic, these exercises make a 
refreshing change from uncx¬ 
plodcd ordnance disposal and 
also provides the opportunity 
for the team to try out different 
operating methods and compete 
with Clearance Diving Teams 
from other NATO countries. 



"You've been working too hard—I'm putting you in dry dock 

for a fortnight!” 


Plastics— 

successful 
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Saving teeth—and manhours 



The glass reinforced 
plastics test section represent¬ 
ing the full-scale mid-section 
of a ship, sponsored by the 
Ministry of Defence (Navy) 
and built by Bristol-Thorney- 
croft, has successfully com¬ 
pleted the series of structural 
strength tests for which it was 
designed. 

These tests, which were con¬ 
ducted at the Naval Construc¬ 
tion Research Establishment. 
Rosyth, have demonstrated that 
the form of G.R.P. construction 
used in the test section is viable 
for large ship structures. 

New and valuable informa¬ 
tion on the behaviour of large 
sections of this material will 
form the basis of further re¬ 
search and development work 
which is currently in hand using 
lest panels. 

The cost of the original test 
section has been amply repaid 
by the information arising from 
the tests, and the date by which 
sizeable G.R.P. ships can 
successfully be built has been 
significantly advanced. 


Prominent among the 
quayside clutter of cars, 
trucks and stores Ls the 
first mobile dental clinic 
to be used in H.M. Dock¬ 
yards. 

The trailer caravan, 
pictured here at Fountain 
Lake Jetty, Portsmouth, 
can be easily moved from 
one site to another, and 
it is anticipated that by 
bringing treatment “right 
to the brow,” many long 
and frequently wet treks 
through the Dockyard to 
the nearest shore-side 
clinic will be avoided. 

Not only will the 
dental health of the Fleet 
benefit, but many hun¬ 
dreds of man-hours will 
be saved. 


MALCOLM ENVIED THE 
GRAFTON BUNNY GIRLS 


“Meet the Navy.” as the majority of readers will probably know, is an aid to recruiting, 
which entails certain warships visiting selected cities in order that local schoolchildren 
can visit or go to sea, to give them an idea of the Fleets work. 

Taking part this vear were Grafton managed to entice Grafton won. though compar- 

ij w c Mnlrolm -.ml H M some “bunny girls” on board. ing the number of hangovers 

H.M.5. Malcolm and jj,* m oncy talks! and small bodies in our team, 

Grafton on the East Coast, Sailing on to Grimsby, the the result was not really sur- 
H.M.S. Kcppcl and H.M.S. usual demonstrations were fol- prising. 

Duncan on the West Coast, lowed by dances organised for So much for "Meet the Navy 

II c.tKmnrini. rvim the ship's company, and gallons 1968. Hie only comment from 

and H.M. Submarine Odin of ^ organised by fishermen us. “Thank God it's over. I don't 

popping up everywhere w j, 0 remembered us from var- think our pay or our stomachs 

(writes R02(W) Peter Legg. ious "fish patrols.” could have stood the strain 

from H.M.S. Malcolm). much lo " 8er -' 

This article is primarily con- TI,E " R()NG °‘ >ES 

ccrncd with the Malcolm and We had a slight change of 
Grafton, who started their tour plan in our sea demonstration 

in Harwich on May 24. At every prior to arriving at Newcastle, 

port the programme included a when instead of firing at two 

demonstration day, when each Buccaneers we opened fire on 

ship took a p.irty of about 40 two German Air Force Star- 

schoolchildrcn to sea for the fighters which came in to salute 

day. us. Luckily for diplomatic rc- 

Sca demonstrations consisted lations. we were only firing 
of a guided tour of the ship (no "break up shot.” 
holds barred, you name it they There is little we can say 
went there), followed by a jack- about Newcastle as a run 

stay transfer, gunnery shoot, ashore, except that we had a 

and mortar firings. After dinner marvellous time — even the 

there were smallarms firing police liked us. 

demonstrations. After Dundee we went on to 

our final and favourite stop— 

Aberdeen. 

By now the ship's company 
were experts on child psy¬ 
chology, even though a swift 
belt behind the car (when no¬ 
body's looking) worked won¬ 
ders at times. 


At your service for 
Quality Printing 


Crossing the Line, 
Blue Nose and Date 
Line Certificates 


Christmas Cards 


Transfers of Unit 
Badges and Crests 

Calling Cards 

Crested Ash Trays 

Year to View-Wall 
Charts 


OTHER INTERESTS 

It was all very absorbing to 
the ship’s company, but the 
young visitors seemed more in¬ 
terested in prancing about under 
the ultra violet rays in the ops 
room, pulling dead fish out of 
the sea after mortar firing, and 
taking opposite sides when the 
mess G members played uckcrs 
after tot time. 

Our next stop after Harwich 
was London, where besides visits 
by schoolchildren, both ships 
were also open to the public. 

Somehow or other the 


Invitation Cards 


Menu Cards 


SPORTS PROGRAMME 

Both ships had a full sports 
programme at Aberdeen, the 
climax being a tug-of-war be¬ 
tween the entire ship’s com¬ 
panies. the prize being a can of 
beer for every man on the win¬ 
ning ship. 

It's rather a sore point, but 


Place Cards 


Embossed Stationery 


Crested Scripto Ball 
Pens 


Mess and Club 
Account Books 


Nyrex Display 
Books with 
transparent pockets 

Admiralty Charts 


Historic Malta call 
by Grand Master 


Rubber Stamps 

Illuminated Crest 
Wall Plaques 


For the first time since the Knights of St. John were expelled 
from Malta by Napoleon in 1799, the Grandmaster of the 
Order—the Sovereign Military Order of St. John of Jerusalem 
of Rhodes and of Malta—has visited the island. 

The Grandmaster arrived at tcry where he laid a wreath; the 

H.M.S. St. Angelo on June 14 Chapel of the Nativity, which is 

where he was met by the Flag lhc earliest extant church in 

Officer Malta Rcar-Adm.ral MaUa; , he oub i ic „ c , where , he 

g——•- 

commanding officer. demeanours were incarcerated; 

During his tour the Grand- thc C f ha l' cl . °. f Anne, wh.ch 
master. His Most Eminent High- £? s ' hc k . n 'f. hlsCo , nven '“ :a > 

ness Fra Angelo dc Majona di Cha P c • a " d ,h , c " h,ct ; 

Cologna. saw thc historic parts w . as lhe Grandmasters bur.al 

of thc fort which mean so much P ,acc ‘ 

to the knights, since it was their He also saw thc boat pool 
principal bastion during the which used to harbour the 

Great Scige ot 1565. knights* galleys, and thc associ- 

Hc visited the Knights' Cc.T.e- ated slaves' quarters. 


Official Ordnance Survey Map Agents 


EDINBURGH ROAD, PORTSMOUTH 

Telephone 22052 
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Pay change 
problems 


Ships of the Western Fleet 
assembled at Rosyth from 
July 22 to August 1. and. un¬ 
til the arrival of the Com- 
mander-in-Chicf on July 26. 
were under the control of the 
senior officer afloat, Rear- 
Admiral A. M. Lewis, the 
Flag Officer Flotillas Western 
Fleet. 

The purpose of the assembly 
was to allow flag officers and 
commanding officers to meet 
and discuss current matters, and 
for ships to take part in a very 
full programme of harbour 
training. Fleet examinations for 
officers and ratings, professional 
meetings for specialist officers, 
and a full range of sports events 
for Fleet championships. 

Taking part were 50 vessels 
ranging from the commando 
ship H.M.S. Bulwark to coastal 
minesweepers, and including 
ships of all classes. 

Specialist demonstrations in¬ 
cluded a disaster relief operation 
by ships’ companies from the 
escort vessels, and a commando 
attack by assault forces from 
H.M.S. Bulwark. 

FAREWELL VISIT 

During the assembly, the 
Commander-in-chief Western 
l icet. Admiral Sir John Bush, 
had as his guests the Parliamen¬ 
tary Under-Secretary of State 
for the Royal Navy. I)r. David 
Owen, M.P., and the First Sea 
Lord, Admiral Sir Varyl Begg. 
who was making his last visit 
to the Western Fleet before 
retirement. 

On August 1, ships were 
leaving Rosyth in company for 
manoeuvres under the direction 
of the Commander-in-Chicf, 
Western Fleet, before dispersing 
for their various destinations. 


Nobody likes change—least 
of all where it appears to 
benefit the system without 
imich advantage to the in¬ 
dividual. Pay arrangements 
affect an area more sensitive 
than most, and the Navy’s 

S ew methods have so far had 
cool reception. 

'Ihe alterations seemed 
logical enough, bringing con¬ 
sistency to officers’ and 
ratings' ledgers and to ledger 
periods, casing the work load 
on ships’ pay staffs, ensuring 
that a rating’s money would 
pot be subject to substantial 
variation, and easing the path 
to computerised % working. 

Changing from 26 assorted 
Size pay packets to 24 equal 
fines did not appear all that 
revolutionary. 

COMPLICATIONS 
Unhappily, although the 
new pay days are about the 
15th and the end of the 
month, there can be “half- 
monthly” periods of up to 19 
Jays covering three week¬ 
ends, bringing much more 
complication to domestic 
finances based on “so-much- 
a-wcek” thinking. 

# Small wonder that the ques¬ 
tion has once more erupted, 

*If the Army can be paid 
ivery week, why can’t we?” 

Undoubtedly this would find 
favour with many, but while 
the other Services have men 

S large concentrations, the 
avy arc scattered in small 
Sockets. Weekly payment 
would be impossible without 
much more work and staff. 

. Irritation which has shown 
itself may be due in part to a 
lack of knowledge about the 
qcw system, both among 
families and those who have 
dealings with them. Problems 
on both sides of the pay table 
might be expected to lessen 
after the present transitional 
period, and as ratings and 
their wives acquire a greater 
understanding both of the 
system and how to adapt to it. 

HELP THEMSELVES 

In any event, these are not 
matters capable of being 
switched about at short Near Watford 
notice. While the position is 
being assessed, families can 
help themselves by taking full 
advantage of the weekly allot¬ 
ment possibilities. 

Undoubtedly the reaction is 
# 

causing a long new look. One 
immediate hope is that pub¬ 
licity may encourage land¬ 
lords and tradespeople to be 
reassured—and more accom¬ 
modating. 
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Difficult to believe that this house was once notorious as a place in which tired business men could cast off their 

worldly burdens in emotional experiences!” 


H.Q. BASED ON NIGHT CLUB OF 


some in the eastern area of the 
Atlantic (EASTLANT) and 
some in the comparatively small 
but very important Channel 
area. 

This area, stretching from the 
South-West Approaches to the 
Wash, is a focus of shipping 
vital to the security of Europe: 
thousands of ships arc at sea in 
it daily. 

The Commander-in-Chicf. 
Western Fleet, in his two NATO 
hats, is responsible for planning 
and exercises in these areas in 
peace, and for operating all 
NATO ships in them in war. 

This means that the Western 
Fleet is NATO and NATO can¬ 
not do without the Western 
Fleet. And the headquarters at 
Northwood contains all the 
national and NATO staffs to 
carry out both the naval and the 
maritime air task. 


Two questions often on the 
lips of men of the Western Fleet 
arc "Where is Northwood?" and 
“What is Northwood?" The 
third question always is “Why 
on earth docs the Commander- 
in-Chicf. Western Fleet, have 
his headquarters there?" 

It is a long story, and 50 
officers from Western Fleet 
ships went up to Northwood on 
July 1 to try to find out some¬ 
thing about it. 

They were met by the Chief 
of Staff Western Fleet, Rear- 
Admiral P. W. B. Ashmore who. 
in welcoming thorn, stressed that 
a Commandcr-in-Chicf’s head¬ 
quarters — in fact every shore 
headquarters — existed only for 
the benefit of the man afloat. 
The ship was the reason for the 
existence of the staff, and not 
the other wav round. 

Several officers of the staff 
then gave short talks on the 
functions of the headquarters, 
followed by a tour of the Opera¬ 
tions Room, the Secretariat, and 
Communications Centro. 


Where 
s that? 


NAVY’S NEW 
MINISTER 


Dr. David Anthony Llewel¬ 
lyn Owen, M.P. for Plymouth 
Sutton, has been appointed 
Parliamentary Under-Sccrc- 
tary of State for Defence for 
the Royal Navy, in succession 
to Mr. Maurice Foley, who 
becomes Parliamentary 
Undcr-Sccrctary of State, 
Foreign Office. 


mancntly ashore, and North- 
wood became the headquarters 
of the Home Fleet under the 
name H.M.S. Warrior. 

Thus established at North- 
wood were the staffs of the Air 
Officer Commanding-in-Chicf, 
Coastal Command, and his 
NATO staff as COMMAIR- 
EASTLANT; and of the Com¬ 
mandcr-in-Chicf, Home Fleet, 
and his NATO staff as C1NC- 
EASTLANT. 

In 1966 there was a further 
change when the Commander- 
in-Chicf. Home Fleet, also took 
over from the Commandcr-in- 
Chief, Portsmouth, the NATO 
job of Commandcr-in-Chicf. 
Channel, and the Channel 
NATO staff moved up from 
Fort Southwick to the “tunnel" 
at Northwood. 

Initials and titles arc confus¬ 
ing. so for those who think 
NATO is just another meaning¬ 
less word, perhaps some ex¬ 
planation is due. In wartime all 
the Western Fleet comes under 
NATO, that is allied, command; 


New entrance 


Warrior 


What docs it look like? 
Frankly at the moment a con¬ 
fusion of huts and buildings 
clustered round an old Victorian 
house. But the small and untidy 
entrance to the underground 
tunnel has just been replaced 
by a proper up-to-date entrance, 
and a new office block to house 
the Western Fleet and Coastal 
Command staffs will be ready 
next Spring. 

W.R.N.S. accommodation 
blocks arc springing up. It is 
already the most important 
maritime headquarters in 
Europe—and its importance as 
such is growing. 

And now you know why we 
are there. Wc would rather be 
in Pompcy. and hate being so 
far from the ships and the sea, 
but the reasons wc can't be arc 
sound, and somehow we ll keep 
in touch—or be drafted back to 
sea! 


surrounded by golf courses just 
on the fringes of pleasant coun¬ 
tryside in Bucks, and Berks.; 
and the key to the presence of 
a naval Commandcr-in-Chief 
there lies in Coastal Command 
of the R.A.F. 

Several R.A.F. command 
headquarters arc situated near 
London, and Coastal Command 
has had its headquarters at 
Northwood since 1937 — based 
on a large house which had 
been notorious as a night club 
in the 1920s. 

Coastal Command Head¬ 
quarters controls the Maritime 
Headquarters at Plymouth and 
Pitrcavic, which operate the 
Shack letons which work so 
closely with the Navy in anti¬ 
submarine warfare, surveillance, 
and search and rescue. Nowhere 
arc the links between the Navy 
and the R.A.F. closer than with 
"Coastal.” 

It was these links and the 
need for close co-operation with 
maritime air control which 
brought the Navy to establish 
its NATO headquarters for the 
EASTLANT area at North- 
When the Commandcr-in-Chicf, Portsmouth (Admiral Sir wood. 

John Frcwcn), inspected the ship's company of H.M.S. South¬ 
wick (Headquarters Reserve, Portsmouth) on June 26, on the 
occasion of its tenth anniversary, he said that as Britain with- Underground 
drew from the Far East, more ships would be based on 

Portsmouth. There was already an under- 

This meant that the number cannot exist without you. It is ground protected headquarters 
of men and women in and out your continuity, experience and there and this was enlarged at 

of uniform likely to be cm- practice that keeps these head- NATO expense for the purpose, 

ployed by the Navy in the area quarters going, and you will be Throughout the fifties the 
Would not be dramatically less required to take over in times of Commandcr-in-Chicf, Home 
than now. tension and emergency.” Fleet, used to leave his flagship 

Complimenting the parade— The Admiral also said: “In a and run NATO exercises as 

“You arc extremely smart, year’s time the Commander-in- Cl NC EASTLANT with his staff 

which reflects a fine spirit"— Chief, Portsmouth, becomes at Northwood. 

the Admiral said that there will Commander - in - Chief, Naval It was in 1960. when the last 

continue to be a naval head- Home Command, with extensive fleet flagship, H.M.S. Tyne, was 

quarters at Portsmouth, and one responsibilities in peace and war abandoned, that the Comman- 

that will he of some importance, for everything maritime within dcr-in-Chicf. Home Fleet, then 

He went on: “Headquarters territorial waters.” Admiral Woods, moved per- 


SWORDS OF 
PEACE 


( Swords of Peace arc 
awarded annually by 
Wilkinson's Sword Ltd. to 
units of the three Ser¬ 
vices, in recognition of 
“peacemaker" contribu¬ 
tions. At this year's pre¬ 
sentation the Secretary of 
State for Defence, Mr. 
Denis Healey, is seen with 
the three recipients (left), 
including Cdr. R. A. S. 
Irving, commanding 
I officer of H.M.S. (>urkha. 


Afterwards officers were in¬ 
vited to an informal buffet 
luncheon by the Commandcr-in- 
C'hicf. Western Fleet, Admiral 
Sir John Bush, and Lady Bush, 
in the garden of Admiralty 
House. 

Northwood is north-west of 
London, about half-an-hour out 
on the Metropolitan Line, not 
far short of Watford. 

It is a busy commuter suburb 


R.N.R. PARADE ON 
ANNIVERSARY 
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‘PETS’ AT YEOVILTON 


continued from 


force 


in defence. Moreover the existence of a lot of separate and 
independent nuclear powers would be more likely to upset 
world stability than to guarantee the peace. 

So we are members of NATO, and we contribute our nuclear 
weapons—first the V-bombcrs and now Polaris to the NATO 
Alliance in the same way as we contribute our conventional 
forces—and for the same purpose. 

Our Polaris force will form the British contribution to 
NA TO s strategic deterrent. It permits us to continue to oiler 
to NATO, as the V-bombers are phased out. a complete range 
of military capabilities from conventional forces upwards. 

The submarines themselves will be fully committed to 
NATO and their missiles targetted under co-ordinated NATO 
plans. They will, of course, remain subject to political control 
and could not be used without the British Government’s 
consent. 

We shall continue to play a major part in the drawing up 
in NATO of "guidelines” for the use of all the nuclear 
weapons available to NATO 


be knocked out in a surprise attack. The submarines can 
remain undetected for long periods anywhere in the vast areas 
of the oceans, with all 16 missiles at instant readiness. 

Submarines which arc operational but not on patrol will also 
be capable of firing their missiles at short notice. 

The whole intricate and interwoven system of submarine, 
support facilities, and missile has been designed to eliminate 
any possibility of failure. 

The combination of enormous destructive power, im¬ 
munity from detection and complete reliability makes our 
Polaris Poice a contribution to the Western defences of 
immense significance both to our allies and to any potential 
enemy. 

So far I have confined myself to the “hardware” side of 
Polaris. I should now like to say a word about the men who 
man the submarines, and those who support them ashore. 

Servicemen in peacetime arc faced with a paradox. They arc 
required to prepare themselves for a war which everybody 
hopes and prays will never happen. 

Servicemen accept this readily enough both because they, 
better than anyone, know the horrors of war, and because 
they have the satisfaction of knowing that it is their readiness 
to fight which prevents war from happening—and sometimes 
by fighting in a small conflict they can prevent a larger one. 


Greeted by Cdr Derek .Monsell (Cdr. Air) Petula Clark arrives at 
R.N.A.S. Yeovilton during filming, while (below), the Elect Air 
Arm’s arobatics team toast their mascot, a six-month-old lion cub 
from Longleat. 


including those we make avail 


DEFEATS IMAGINATION 


Because we are a nuclear power, we have been able to make 
a special contribution to these discussions. And there is good 
reason to believe that our European allies welcome the 
existence of one nuclear power on this side of the Atlantic 
which is prepared fully to commit its forces to the alliance. 

The destructive power of the Polaris submarine defeats the 
imagination. The missiles in one submarine could cause more 
damage than all the bombs dropped on both sides in the last 
war, including the atomic bombs dropped on Japan. 

As H.M.S. Resolution's 100 per cent successful test firings 
at Cape Kennedy showed earlier this year, the accuracy of the 
system would enable a bull’s-eye to be scored every time. 

The re-entry system for the missile is composed of three 
bodies and each warhead, which is a British design, is in the 
megaton range. With these capabilities Polaris is more than a 
match for any existing missile defences. 

As NA TO recognised this year, its power to penetrate such 
defences can be maintained at a tiny fraction of the cost of 
building an Anti-Ballistic Missile System. This is only one of 
the many technical issues we keep permanently under review 
to ensure that the credibility of Polaris is maintained. 

We shall have at all times at leas! one submarine on 

patrol, and very often two; while on patrol the submarines 

are virtually invulnerable. 

This is why Polaris is such an effective deterrent. It cannot 


HIGHEST STANDARDS 


For Polaris crews, and those who support them ashore, the 
paradox is more extreme. They have the great responsibility 
of operating the ultimate deterrent to war. At the same time, 
they know that if they ever got the order to fire, their mission 
would have failed in its purpose. 

Nevertheless, they achieve the very highest standards of 
training and operational readiness—the deterrent is never "off- 
duty”—and complete reliability is the watch-word of the 
Polaris force. 

All members of the force and their families can be proud 
of the fact that Polaris is fulfilling an essential part of the 
defence policy laid down by Her Majesty’s Government: its 
contribution is vital to the security of the nation and of the 
West Alliance, and as such plays a key part in assuring the 
peace of the world. 


With more and more of the Royal Navy serving at 
home, regular leave and all that that means is 
becoming the order of the 
day. 
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Trials in 
Channel 


You Really do Buy Better 
at BERNARDS. 


Before leaving U.K. for the 
Ear East, H.M.S. Hermes car¬ 
ried out extensive flying trials 
in the English Channel, during 
which one of the first British 
Phantoms, based at Yeovilton, 
overflew the carrier. 

Among other visitors by air 
was the Minister of Defence 
(Equipment), Mr. J. Morris, 
who was welcomed on board by 
Rear-Admiral Fell (Elag Officer 
Aircraft Carriers), and Capf. 
Parker (Commanding Officer of 
Hermes). 

Pictured right are four Wren 
officers who went to sea during 
trials—(left to right) 3/0 John¬ 
son (Culdrose), 3/0 McCall 
(Lee), 3/0 Prces (Culdrose), and 
2/0 Lcvett (Lee). They arc 
wearing ear defenders. 


H. Bernard & Sons Ltd 


8 Queen Street, Portsmouth Telephone 23535 


Other branches at: Chatham. Dcvonport, Plymouth, Port¬ 
land. Deal. Grimsby. Londonderry, Helensburgh. Dunferm¬ 
line. Gibraltar, Valletta, and Sliema. Malta; and at Lossie¬ 
mouth. Arbroath, lhawdy, Culdrose. Worthy Down, 
Corsham. Lympstone, Yeovilton. H.M.S. Dolphin and 
H.MS. Pembroke, Southampton. 

Head Office: Anglia House. Harwich , Essex. Telephone 2281 . 
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Portsmouth 


Cookery School's 

last class 

After more than 30 years, the Portsmouth Command 
Cookery School in the Royal Naval Barracks, Portsmouth, 
well known to virtually every cookery officer and rating in the 
Navy, has closed down, its work being transferred to the Supply 
and Secretariat School, H.M.S. Pembroke, at Chatham. 


Until about 1962 there were 
a number of cookery schools, 
one for each home port, one in 
Malta, and one in Singapore, 
but these have all been closed. 

Since 1%2 the Portsmouth 

EVERY AMENITY 
AT FASLANE' 

Whatever criticism they had 
heard of Faslanc. the base now 
had every amenity, said l.icut.- 
Cdr. F. I). Lowe, commanding 
officer of the Porpoise class sub¬ 
marine Finwhale, addressing the 
ship’s company and their fami¬ 
lies on the occasion of the re¬ 
commissioning at Portsmouth 
on July 18. 

Finwhale has joined the 
Third Submarine Squadron at 
Faslanc after a 15-month relit, 
in which she was "taken apart 
and put together again.” 

A 'buzz' about 
Chichester 

II. MS. Chichester, accord¬ 
ing to the Soviet Communist 
Party newspaper “Pnivda," 
appeared in the area of War¬ 
saw Pact naval exercises off 
Northern Scandinavia. The 
report also claimed that 
N.A.T.G. planes were buzzing 
ships taking part. 

At the time of the report, the 
Chichester was in Northern 
waters on fishery protection 
duties. 


School has been responsible for 
all cookery courses leading to 
advancement, while the basic 
training for cooks on entry has 
been carried out elsewhere— 
latterly in H.M.S. Pembroke. 

Fine examples ot culinary art 
— roasts, glazed hams, cakes and 
bread, hors d’ocuvrcs, canapes, 
jellies, mousses, souffles, 
chicken, fish in fact every kind 
of food delicacy were on show 
on July 9 when Commodore 
E. H. Lee. Commodore of the 
barracks, paid a farewell visit to 
the school. 

The Commodore, who was 
accompanied by the Chief Stall 
Officer (Admin) on the staff of 
the Commandcr-in-Chicf. Ports¬ 
mouth. Capt. C. A. W. Weston, 
the Base Supply Officer, Cdr. 
J. V. A. Musters, and others, 
congratulated the training staff 
and the very last class of 
trainees, who had prepared 
such superb examples of their 
work. 

MANY SUCCESSES 

For many years the training 
stalf and the pupils have taken 
part in the various salons culi- 
nairc up and down the country, 
and their successes have been 
legion. 

At Hotclvmpia. Bourne¬ 
mouth. Torquay, etc., they have 
competed in open competitions 
with the best chefs, both in the 
United Kingdom and the con¬ 
tinent. and walked olf with 
trophies, medals and com¬ 
mendations by the hundred. 


a 


Make the 
most of a 
great idea 

On land or sea—wherever you are 
—saving is a great idea. 

It's a great idea for anyone who is 
, v^r, interested in marriage or making a 
home. 




(/& 

You'll get far more appreciation 
from 'her' if you put a regular 
monthly sum into National Savings. 
Your money will be absolutely safe 
and it will earn a steady rate of 
interest. 



You can allot to: 

The Post Office Savings Bank 
The Trustee Savings Bank 
National Savings Certificates 


Ask your supply officer about 

NATIONAL SAVINGS 


OR mm JO: I HE St CRH ARY. HM FORCES SAVINGS COW.fIIJE£. 
BLOCK 3. COVtRNMENJ BUILDINGS. LONDON ROAD. SIANMORE. MIDDX. 


ROYAL NAVY’S AIRCRAFT 


No. 7 



STARTED IN 1937 


Perhaps the most ungainly- 
looking aircraft to see action 
during the last war was the 
Faircy Barracuda. Produced 
in 1942 as a replacement for 
the Albacorc, it was the first 
British all-metal, monoplane, 
torpedo-bomber built for 
carrier-borne duties. 

Its unusual appearance was 
due to the Faircy-Youngman 
flaps, which were inclined 30 
degrees for dive bombing, its 
high wing and tail plane, and a 
conglomeration of aerial masts, 
bombs, rockets, mines, torpe¬ 
does. etc., which hung from it 
like gifts on a Christmas tree. 


Ugly duckling' laid 
eggs' on Tirpitz 


Fairev Barracuda II and III 


The design work for the 
Barracuda \tartcd in 1937. anJ 
the first prototype, powered with 
a Rolls-Royce Merlin, flew on 
December 7. 1940. However, 
this wax a critical period in the 
war and production was taken 
up with other types already in 
scrvcc. 

It was not until May 18. 1942. 
then, that the first production 
Barracuda Mk. I took to the 
air. However, only 25 Mk. I’s 
were built, as the Mk. II. with a 
more powerful Merlin engine, 
flew for the first time on 
August 17. 1942. 

In 1943. the last wartime 
variant, the Mk. III. was 
brought out. This was essenti¬ 
ally an anti-submarine recon¬ 
naissance aircraft, and had an 
A.S.V. Mk. X scanner in a 
radomc under the rear fuselage. 

FAMOUS ACTION 

The Barracuda’s most famous 
action was in April. 1944. when 
aircraft from Nos. 827. 829 and 
830 Squadrons from H.M.S. 
Victorious, and No. 831 Squad¬ 
ron from H.M.S. Furious 
attacked the Tirpitz. 

Forty Barracudas, escorted by 
84 lighters, dived between the 
steep sides of the fjord in two 


waves. Fourteen direct hits, 
from 1.600 lb. and 500 lb. 
bombs were received by the 
Tirpitz. and because of the com¬ 
plete surprise gained in the 
attack, only three Barracudas 
and one fighter were lost. 

Other actions in which Barra¬ 
cudas took part were anti¬ 
submarine patrols from escort 
carriers, the Allied landings at 
Salerno, and many actions n 
the Far Fast, including the 


shattering raid on the oil tanks 
and the submarine base at 
Sabang. Sumatra. 

Too late to see war service 
was the Barracuda Mk. V. This 
had a Rolls-Royce Griffon 
engine, and was produced in 
limited numbers after the war. 
The Mk. Ill’s soldiered on after 
the war. and were finally with¬ 
drawn from front-line service in 
1953, when they were replaced 
by the Avenger. 

Of the 2.572 Barracudas pro¬ 
duced. only one is known to be 
in existence. This crashed in the 
sea olf Christchurch over 20 
years ago, and was recently 
salvaged. Its remains arc now- 
on display at the Fleet Air Arm 
Museum at R.N.A.S. Ycovilton. 

TECHNICAL DATA 
BARRACUDA I II III 

Description: (Mks I and 11). 
Three scat carrier-borne or 
shore-based torpedo-bomber 
and dive-bomber. (T.R. Ill) 


Torpedo-reconnaissance air¬ 
craft. 

Manufacturers: Fairev Aviation 
Co. Ltd. 

Power Plant: (Mk. I) One 1.260 
h.p. Rotls-Rovce Merlin 30. 
(Mks. 11 and III) One 1.640 
h.p. Rolls-Royce Merlin 32. 

Dimensions: Span. 49 ft. 2 in. 
Length. 39 ft. 9 in. Height. 
15 ft. I in. 

Weights: (Mk. 111). Empty. 
9.407 1b. Loaded. 13.300 lb. 

Performance: (Mk. III). Maxi¬ 
mum speed, 239 m.p.h. Range, 
684 miles with a 1.572 *b. 
torpedo; 1.125 miles with no 
bombs and 342 gallons of 
fuel. Service ceiling. 20.000 ft. 

Armament: All marks had twin 
Vickers "K" guns in rear 
cockpit. (Mk. I): One 1.610 lb. 
torpedo or one 1.500 lb. mine 
below fuselage or four 500 lb 
or six 250 lb. bombs below 
wings. 

(Mk. II): One 1.620 lb. tor¬ 
pedo or four 450 lb. depth 
charges or six 250 lb. bombs 
(Mk. Ill): One 1.572 lb. tor¬ 
pedo or four 2^0 lb. depth 
charges. 


REAL PHOTO POSTCARDS 

Photo postcards of the above aircraft and others of this series 
are obtainable from "Navy News." Dept. P.C.. 13 Edinburgh 
Road. Portsmouth, price Is. each (including postage), stamps or 
postal order. 

A standing order for the supply of each new card on publica¬ 
tion, for 12 issusc. can be arranged on receipt of cheque or 
postal order for 12 s. 

Albums to hold 64 "Navy News" postcards arc 10s. each 
(including postage). 

Other aircraft in this series arc the Walrus. Scafox. Skua. 
Albacorc. Firefly, and Chance Vought Corsair. 

START YOUR COLLECTION NOW 


EXPLOSION TRIALS ON TWO 


OLD WARSHIPS 


The Naval Construction 
Research Establishment. St. 
Leonard’s Hill, Dunfermline, 
is using two Royal Navy ships 
now on the scrap list as targets 
in a series of explosion trials 
in the River Forth this 
summer. 

The first ship to be tested m 
July. H.M.S. Roebuck, is a 
Type 15 anti-submarine friga’e 
which was built and completed 
during the Second World War as 
a fleet destroyer, and later in 
1951. converted to a fast frigate. 

The second ship. H.M.S 
Broadsword, which is 19 be 
tested in September, is a 
weapon Class destroyer, laid 
down in 1944. completed :n 
1948. and modernised as a fleet 
radar picket in 1958. 

The trials, which are the 
responsibility of the Ministry ol 
Defence (Navy), have been 
initiated by the Director of War¬ 
ship Design, supported oy 
Director General Weapons and 
executed by scientists of the 
Royal Naval Scientific Service. 

JOINT TRIALS 

They also form the second 
phase ol joint trials within a 
Co-operative Research Pro¬ 
gramme between the British and 
U.S. Navies. 

The first phase was carried 
out bv the Naval Ship Re¬ 
search' and Development 
Centre. Washington, when two 
U.S. destroyers were attacked 
and eventually sunk in deco 
water oil the coast of Key 


West. Florida, earlier this year. 

A British scientist attended 
the American trials and a U.S. 
representative will be present for 
the British tests. 

The primary aim of the trials 
is to investigate the effectiveness 
of underwater explosions 
against destroyers, in an area 
where knowledge is presently 


lacking. The results will be used 
primarily in the development of 
new naval weapons. 

In order to achieve the 
objects of the investigation 
severe damage will be inflicted 
on the ships, and it is planned 
to beach the ships in shallow- 
water on the foreshore in the 
Dalgety Bay area. 


H.M.S. Safeguard, the shore- 
based Boom Defence Depot 
attached to Rosyth Dockyard, 
will undertake the task of 
salvaging and refloating the 
ships for ultimate disposal as 
scrap. 

Several explosions will be 
fired against each ship, although 
the number of shots and the 
duration of the trials will largely 
depend on the local tidal and 
weather conditions over the next 
three months. 

The ships will be extensively 
instrumented to record the 
response of the ships to the 
effects of the explosions. 


II.M.S. Roebuck beached at Dalgety Bay in the Firth of Forth 

after the first underwater explosion 
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FILMS FOR THE FLEET 


What happens in the show-business world to super- 
successful women? In “Valley of the Dolls,*' Barbara 
Parkins, Susan Hayward, Patty Duke, and Sharon Tate 
portray the excitement, beautiful clothes, elegant restaurants, 
love, followed by exasperation and the use of drugs which 
can follow the pressure of stardom. 

A couple of good Westerns, which will please lovers of gun 
and fist, arc also among the latest pictures released by the Royal 
Naval Film Corporation for showing to the Fleet. 

The full list is as follows: 


The Way West—Kirk Douglas. Robert Mitchum, Richard 
Widmark. The story of the trials and tribulations of the mem¬ 
bers of a wagon train in the far off days of 1843. Spiced with 
sex this makes a very good Western. (United Artists.) No. 681 

Will Penny—Charlton Heston, Joan Hackctt. Donald 
Pleasancc.. An unusual Western combining dramatic punch, 
tough action and tension. (Paramount.) No. 682 

Danger Route—Richard Johnson, Carol Lynley. An intricate 
spy yarn w ith a surprise twist. Good popular entertainment with 
an adroit blend of mystery, action, sex and humour. (United 
Artists). No. 683 


Carnival of Thieves—Stephen Boyd. Yvette Mimicux, 
Giovanni Ralli. Simple but humorous story of an ingenious 
bank robbery. (Paramount.) No. 684 

Valley of the Dolls—Barbara Parkins. Susan Hayward, Paul 
Burke. Patty Duke. Sharon Tate. Adapted from a best seller, this 
show-business story contains mixture of several interwoven 
plots. Main ingredients are love and drugs. (20th Century-Fox.) 

No. 685 


I'rance-like pose by Sharon late (right) in “Valley of the Dolls 


MINERVA MEN’S PETIT 


PITON TASK 


Exuberant mountaineers who 
found room at the top in 
St. Lucia 



“Climb every mountain" 
is a familiar adage and per¬ 
haps it is the secret motto of 
that veteran buccaneer among 
naval gunnery ofiiccrs, Licut- 
Cdr. “Dougic" Pearce. For 
he it was who undertook to 
lead a party of conscripted 
“volunteers" from H.M.S. 
Minerva in a bid to climb the 
Petit Piton. a magnificent, 
lowering volcanic cone rising 
almost sheerlv from sea level 
to 2.461 feet near the town of 
Soufriere in St. Lucia. 

With its slightly taller twin, 
the Gros Piton. these cones 
form one of the classic sights of 
the C'arribcan. The two moun¬ 
tains jut out starkly into the sky 
and challenge the adventurer 
who views their thickly forested 
and luxuriant slopes, and longs 
to discover the secrets of their 
sharply peaked summits. 

DAUNTING TASK 

Minerva had spent Whitsun 
weekend in St. Lucia's capital. 
Castries and was due to edge 
down the coast to Soufriere at 
a leisurely rate on Whit Monday 
morning. 

Soon after dawn, four ofiiccrs 
and five ratings set ofF from the 
ship in a fast motor boat head¬ 
ing for Soufriere. By 0800 they 
were in the foothills of the Petit 
Piton and ready for their daunt¬ 
ing task. 

It had rained recently. The 
route was pathless and horribly 
steep while the undergrowth and 
tropical forest reminded some 
of the Malaysian jungle. 


0 u c c n Elizabeth The 
Queen Mother visited the 
Royal Hospital School. 
Ipswich, on July 15. to present 
the Queen's Banner to replace 
the King’s Banner which was 
presented by King George V 
50 years ago. 

The Queen Mother was met 
by Dr. David Owen, the Parlia¬ 
mentary Under-Secretary of 
State for Defence for the Royal 
\avy and Chairman of the 
School Management Commit¬ 
tee. the Headmaster and his 
wife. Mr. and Mrs. N. A. York, 
and the members of the Man¬ 
agement Committee. 

Also in attendance was 


Three stalwart guides, all bare 
footed, moved nimbly ahead of 
the team who staggered along 
in the thickest and toughest 
boots they had been able to find. 

Prickly shrubs and trees, 
alarmingly loose boulders, sheer 
rock faces, slippery mud slopes 
—all were somehow negotiated. 
Foot after foot, up they went, 
hacking a path often through 
dense undergrowth with 


Admiral Sir Varyl Begg. Chief 
of the Naval Staff and First Sea 
Lord. 

At the ceremony the Queen 
Mother was received with a 
royal salute and inspected the 
guard of honour. Then, on be¬ 
half of the Queen, she presented 
the school with the Queen's 
Banner to the Head Boy, Edwin 
Newman. 

The banner was trooped, and 
this was followed by a march 
past of the guard and the school. 
In honour of the Queen Mother, 
to mark the end of the parade, 
the guard fired a “fcu-dc-joic.** 

At the prize-giving ceremony, 
the Queen Mothe. unveiled a 


machetes, while grime and 
sweat streamed down their 
faces, drenching their clothes. 
Resolves were hardened, wills 
steeled. Would it ever end? 

But all good—and bad— 
things must come to an end 
and after two and a half hours 
of climbing the first aching, 
scratched and exhausted bodies 
emerged into the sunlight at the 
top. 


commemorative mahogany 
plaque which will be placed on 
the wall of the school's new 
sixth form common room. 

The Queen Mother, in her 
speech in conclusion, recalled 
the deep interest .which her hus¬ 
band had always taken in the 
Royal Hospital School, stating 
that it had given her a great 
thrill to see the boss on parade 
in the uniform of the service of 
which her husband was so 
proud. 

Tlie Head Boy thanked the 
Queen Mother on behalf of the 
school, and* presented her with a 
framed picture of the late King 
George VI laying the founda¬ 
tion stone of the school in I‘>28. 


They had made it. And the 
incomparably spectacular view* 
was well worth all the effort. 
No god on Mount Olympus 
ever fell better; the water bottles 
contained nectar indeed. 

A fire was lit and smoke 
signals made. Far below* in the 
Bay of Soufriere a winking light 
from a tiny Lcandcr frigate 
acknowledged. 

The way down was. if any¬ 
thing. even harder and seemed 
longer than the ascent. In the 
end the mirage took shape and 
substance and. lo. at the bottom 
were rum punches to greet the 
mountaineers, by now consumed 
with fatigue and ready to drink 
a lake. 

The last word perhaps be¬ 
longs to Doug Pcarcc: ** I have 
climbed Tabic Mountain. I have 
climbed Kilimanjaro—but this 
was the cruellest.** 

The climbers were: I.icut.- 
Cdr. Doug Pcarcc (of Ply¬ 
mouth); Lieut. Michael Clarke 
(Ringwood); Sub-I.icut. Jim 
Holder (Southampton); Mid. 
John Burch (Durham); I.S John 
Bennett (Mansfield; AB William 
Richardson (Blyth); AB Richard 
Berry (Blcndworth); AB Keith 
Robinson (Boston); and L Ck 
Kenneth BraJle> i Derby). 


HOLBROOKE’S ROYAL VISIT 
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Very special 
halfpenny as gift 
from Pellew 


H.M.S. Pellew spent the 
week-end of July 5 to 8 at 
anchor off Tcignmouth. suc¬ 
cessfully renewing a link 
forged in 1956 when the ship 
was adopted by the town. 

The ship received a warm 
welcome both from the people 
of Tcignmouth and the weather, 
which on Friday and Saturday 
was reminiscent of the Mediter¬ 
ranean. 

In these pleasant conditions 
many of the ship's company 
took advantage of the pipe, 
"Hands to Bathe," a rare event 
in the Pellew. before setting off 
to enjoy the hospitality of the 
shore. 

At night the ship's flood¬ 
lighting was much admired, and 
by day the local boatmen did a 
roaring trade taking sightseers 
out to the ship. 


offered to present a Pellew 
Halfpenny (dated 1797) to 
Tcignmouth when the ship pays 
off next year. 

At the end of the 18th cen¬ 
tury towns were allowed to mint 
their own coins to supplement 
the national coinage, and some 
of the naval-minded towns 
identified theirs with the head of 
a famous seaman of the day. 

FOUND AT CHESIL 

The coin now held in the 
Pellew was found on Chesil 
Beach a few years ago by a 
rating thought to have then been 
serving in another Type 14 
Frigate of the Portland 
Squadron. 

There is no record of his 
name. I hc Commanding Officer 
of H.M.S. Pellew would be 
pleased to hear from him. 


CAME THE RAIN 

Steady rain on the Sunday did 
not dampen the enthusiasm of 
the ship's footballers, who took 
part in a fivc-a-sidc competition. 
Five local teams took part, and 
the competition was won by one 
of the Pellew teams. 

H.M.S. Pcllcw's association 
with Tcignmouth stems from the 
fact that Sir Edward Pellew 
(later Viscount Exmouth. 
Admiral of the Red), after 
whom the ship is named, had a 
house in Tcignmouth during the 
latter part of his life. 

Bitten House is now used as 
the council offices, and at a re¬ 
ception held in the chairman of 
the council's parlour, the com¬ 
manding officer of H.M.S. 
Pellew (Cdr. A. J. Dunn) 



BAUN & CO. 

Nav.il and Civilian Outfitters 

14 QUEEN STREET 
PORTSMOUTH 

Tel. 220*15 

UNIFORM SPECIALISTS to the 
Royal Navy during six Reigns. 

Large stocks always available for 
immediate delivery. 

Also Blaicr Badges and Tics in 
large variety. 

Mail Orders welcomed. 


For easy 
car ownership 
choose NAAFI 

and enjoy these advantages 


'GO ANYWHERE' CAR HP. No snogs when you arc 
posted. (Many companies insist that the car must stay in 
the UK until the agreement is fully paid). 

* UP TO 12}% DISCOUNT on the basic price of many.. 
popular makes of British cars bought through Naafi from 
a dealer in the UK. 

-* LOW HP CHARGES 

-# FIRST-CLASS CAR INSURANCE 

•ft DEPOSIT SAVING—a unique scheme that will reduco 
tho HP cost of your car. 

Naafi's Credit Manager will bo ploascd to send you full details of tho Naafi 
way to easy car ownership. Complete and post the enquiry form today. 


To: CREDIT MANAGER, NAAFI HQ. LONDON SE11 

1, I am thinking of buying tho following new car under tho 

Naafi schemo providing a substantial saving on tho basic prico 

Mako- 


Model-- 

Extras and accessories required 


2. Delivery dato requested . 

3. Address for delivery- 


4. Tho car is for Home use 

The car is for Export use in._- 

. (state country ) 

5. I wish to pay for the car by cash in full 
I wish to use the Naafi Car HP Schemo 

I wish to trade-in my present car if possiblo 
Make..... Year, _ 

6. (a) Rank-- 


Name (Block Letters) 


(b) Address for reply (Block Letters). 


.Delete 
whichever is 
NOT required 


7. Dato_ 
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PLAQUES FROM H.M.S. KEPPEL 


Rescued' branch 


September 29 will be a 
proud day in the annals of 
the City of London branch, 
especially to some of the “old 
stalwarts" of the Central 
London branch. 

Four years ago Central was 
on the point of going out of 
commission, hut the "old stal- 
warts" begged for one supreme 
cITort to save the branch. 

New committees were 
formed, the name was changed 
from Central London to City of 
London, and a new standard 
was acquired, together with a 
standard bearer's sash complete 
with the coat of arms of the 
City id I ondon. 

Dinner dances, buffet dances 
and socials were re-started, and 
new members, both full and 
associate, came along. 

The September date is the 
climax, for on that evening, in 
the crypt of St. Paul's Cathedral, 
the new standard is to be 
dedicated. 

The branch chaplain, the 
Rev. Thomas Barton McKee. 
Minor Canon of St. Paul's, will 
conduct the ceremony, and an 
address will be given by the 
Rev. W. Atkins. Vicar of St. 
George's. Hanover Square. 

The Royal Marines Rand 
of the Commandcr-in-Chicf. 
Western l-'lcct, will be present, 
and the salute will be taken by 
the commanding orticer of 
H.M.S. President. Capt. A. H. 
Spratt-Ker-will. R.N.R. 

After the service the parade 
will march to the Drill Hall of 
the Royal Signals, near Fins¬ 
bury Square, for refreshments. 

As the crypt can hold only 
about 250. guests have to be 


INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 
Patron: H.M. The Queen 


Presentation of Kcp pel’s 
plaque to the Port Talhot 
Royal Naval Club, l.eft to 
right: I.icut.-Cdr. W. M. 
Forbes (commanding ollkcr), 
Mrs. May Charles (Mayor of 
Port Talhot), Shipmate I.. 
Robson (branch secretary). 
Shipmate ( i. Jenkins (branch 
vice-chairman), and Ship¬ 
mate I). La to ugh (branch 
chairman) 


limited, but all branches of 
No. I Area have been invited to 
attend. 


The number of guests was 
109 and. on this occasion, the 
company was taken to York. 

Arrangements were made by 
the main and welfare commit¬ 
tees, led by Shipmates T. White 
(chairman) and T. Bland. 

On June 15 Ch.M(E) Edward 
Baharic. late of H.M.S. Albion, 
visited the branch in search of 
an old shipmate. Gordon Gib¬ 
son. whom he had not seen for 
16 years, but had heard of him 
through "Navy News." 

Ch.M(E) Baharic was de¬ 
lighted with the warmth of the 
welcome he received and was 
impressed with the Wear pre¬ 
mises —"the finest I have ever 
visited during my travels." he 
said. 


Gosport extension 
to headquarters 


Port Talbot 


When H.M.S. Kcppcl. H.M.S. 
Duncan, and H.M.S. Odin 
visited Port Talbot in June, the 
ships' companies were the 
guests of the Royal Naval Club 
at a farewell dance and bulTet. 

During the evening crests of 
the ships were presented to the 
club. 

The visit of the ships was a‘ 
huge success. On one day 
devoted to a "sea demonstra¬ 
tion.*’ 100 schoolboys were 
taken to sea. 


"We have headquarters of which any branch could justly 
be proud a testimony to the vision and determination of the 
members of the branch.” 

So said the Gosport branch could be hired cheaply, to the 
president. Vice-Admiral Sir splendid premises of today was 
John Lancaster, when he intro- the result of hard and patient 
duccd Mrs. E. G. E. Grace on work over a score of years by 
the occasion of the opening of many dedicated men. 
extensions to the Gosport head- He recalled the invaluable 
quarters. help and advice of Admiral Sir 

Sir John said that the transi- William Agncw and Admiral 
lion from the early days of the Grace, and the continued in¬ 
branch. when meetings were tcrcs't in the branch by Mrs. 
held in any "pub" room which • Grace after the death of her 

husband. 

The extensions consist of an 
addition to the lounge, a new 
foyer with cloakroom, and a 
modern ccntrally-hcatcd flat as 
accommodation for the steward 
and stewardess. There arc 
various other small improve¬ 
ments. 

Sir John, who is the local 
secretary for the Cancer Relief 
Fund, was presented with a 
cheque for £20. This cause has 
been supported by the Gosport 
branch since August. 1966. and 
a total of £645 has been 
donated. 

No. 1 area dinner 

The Lord Mayor of the City 
of Westminster, accompanied 
by the Lady Mayoress, was 
present when No. i Area held 
its annual dinner. 

I he presentation of an in¬ 
scribed tankard to the cx-arc.» 
chairman. Shipmate AIL Woon- 
ton. was kept a secret, right up 


to the last moment, as was the 
bouquet presented to his wife, 
Mrs. Alice Woonton. 

The president of No. 1 Area. 
Shipmate George W. Nixson. 
says he was extremely gratified 
by the success of the evening 
—his first social occasion since 
taking oflice. 

Dorking loss 

Shipmate W. Burgess, presi¬ 
dent of the Dorking branch, 
died on July 9. Towards the end 
of the Second World War, he 
was the Fled Mail Officer of 
the British Pacific Fleet, 

Cemetery plan 

It will be remembered that 
Shipmate Geoff Wingrovc, of 
the Durban (Port Natal) branch, 
visited the old Naval Cemetery 
at Simonstown. and was dis¬ 
tressed at its state. His concern 
was mentioned in "Navy News.” 

Shipmate Wingrovc has now 
received a letter from Commo¬ 
dore J. W. D. Cook, the Senior 
British Naval Officer, South 
Africa, staling, among other 
things, that the cemetery is to 
be converted into a Garden of 
Remembrance 

The South African War 
Graves Board is at present 
making a survey o! the names 
of every person buried in the 
cemetery. The Board will decide 
on the lay-out of the garden, 
and the re-siting of the many 
magnificent headstones and 
monuments. 

Commodore Cook also said 
that the combined Cape Penin¬ 
sula Shcllholes of the MOTHS 
(Memorable Order of fin Hats), 
an cx-Scrvicc organisation on 
the lines of the British Legion, 
had devoted a day clearing up 
the cemetery. 

Working parties trom visiting 
H.M. ships had also assisted. 

Repulse memories 

Your article in the June issue 
re Darby Allen meeting old 
shipmates was of special interest 
to me. writes Ex-Ldg Sig E. S. 
Standing. Ashford branch sec¬ 
retary. 

I also wrote to Darby after 
reading in last October's issue 
that he would like • any old 
signalmen who served with him 
in H.M.S. Repulse 1921-22 to 
contact him. . 1.!. 

We have corresponded since, 
and had a reunion in London 
with another old shipmate. 
Signalman J. Armifagc 


Wear outings 

Three coaches were required 
when the members of the Wear 
branch gave their annual outing 
to the senior members of the 
branch, their wives, and widows 
of late members. 


Held a barbecue 


Instead of a meeting in June. Slouqh Welcome 
the members of the Newton 

Abbot branch held a barbecue The Slough branch is d< 
in the grounds of Cator Court. everything within its powc 
During the afternoon General make the delegates to 

Sir Robert Sturgcs. their host. National Conference feel 
visited the party, supplying the home, and to assist them in t 
necessary spirit to "splice the deliberations, 
main-brace.” The conference in the Sic 

In the evening the party Naval Club starts at 11 a.m 
accepted an invitation from the Saturday. September 7. and 
Bovcy Tracey AFC for darts members of the Siough bn 
and a singsong. arc looking forward to wclc 

The Newton Abbot branch ing. not only the delegates, 
lost one of its newest members also other members of 

on June 18. He was Shipmate association. 

Horace Ellis, an cx-CPO. who The club, provided adeq 
had left the Service only one information is given to the 
month before his death after 27 rctary. can cater for I 
years. numbers. 

CPO Ellis left the Service Shipmate J. L. E. Akchi 
from H.M.S. Raleigh, and it of 79 Hawthorne Crcsc 
was he who made the arrange- Slough, will be pleased to 

ments when the branch visited members of the association 

lhat establishment earlier in the tails of all the arrangem 
year. that have been made. 




West Ham’s officers receiving presents from the various groups of the German Marine Bund 


GERMAN VISIT TO WEST HAM 


The West Ham branch 
carried out one of its most 
successful enterprises over 
the Whitsun holidays. 

Branch members and their 
wives had paid two visits to 
Germany as the guests of the 
German cx-naval men (Dcutsch 
Marine Bund), and on June 2 
and 3. 50 members of the Ger¬ 
man organisation visited West 
Ham. 

The group included survivors 
of the Bismarck and a mine¬ 
sweeper group, and also men 
from the First World War. 

Shipmate R. Gunner (branch 


chairman) and Shipmate G. 
Baxter (branch secretary) met 
the visitors at Harwich, and 
the branch president. Shipmate 
Inst. Capt. Ci. Britton, and Mrs. 
Britton, met them at the club's 
headquarters in the evening. 

I he branch vice-president. 
Shipmate Admiral Sir Desmond 
Drcyer. could not attend, but 
Inst. Capt. Britton read a letter 
from him to the Germans. 

The president received, on 
behalf of the branch, several 
gifts from the Germans. These 
included tampions, pennants 
and photographs. 

Also presented were two six- 


pint glass boots, filled to the 
brim with beer. All members 
managed to get "sippers" at 
least. One of the boots went to 
the president—the other to the 
club. 

An evening's entertainment 
was laid on in the West Ham 
headquarters, with Shipmates 
P. Nash. T. Smith and G. Baxter 
being well to the fore as the 
latest group—"The Beauties." 

The following day the visitors 
were taken on a sight-seeing 
tour—ranging from Greenwich 
to Soho. The Camberwell 
branch provided lunch during 
the tour. 


REUNIONS 


Harwich Natal Forte Attociaiion 
(I9I4-19I8 i. October 8 at the Victory 
i:\-Scrvicct' Club. f>3 7‘.* Sc>rrour S:tccs. 
London. W.2. Detail* from the Secre¬ 
tary Mill Cottasc. Bclch.unp Walter. 
Sudbury. SuUolk 

The Portwnmith ISotal Mdrinct Fa- 
Busier*’ Dinner Club. R..M Barrack*. 
F!a.Mnet on October 19. Anyone vtho 
ha* no: attended before can obtain 
detail* from the Secretary. H.M.S. Si. 
Vincent. Gosport. 
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just like the good old days 

No Purchase Tax! 

It’s true—a new Hillman Minx can be supplied 

free of Purchase Tax providing you export 
within 6 months. All you do is contact Bill Hipkin 

of E.M.A.—he does the rest—insurance, 
shipping, export formalities— 
everything. You sit back and 
enjoy the pleasure of owning 
the exciting Hillman 

Minx—free of 
tax and worry. 
Hillman Minx 
£610 


f GROVE RD 
w f SOUTHSEA 

Tel:Pinth. 23261 


Took 


brother 
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sea 

Though it is not unusual 
for soldiers to go to sea with 
the Royal Navy, there was a 
special family occasion about 
a trip aboard the guided- 
missile destroyer, H.M.S. 
Hampshire. 

Petty Ofiiccr Roger Good¬ 
man. a torpedo anti-submarine 
aircrcwman serving in the 
Hampshire, obtained permission 
for his brother Peter, a military 
policeman with the Army at 
Tidworth. to join the ship when 
she sailed for a week's visit to 
Malmo (Sweden). 

Another soldier aboard the 
Hampshire is serving with the 
Navy. L/Cpl. Paul Sealcy. of the 
Royal Hampshire Regiment, is 
the ship.'s bugler. The ship and 
regiment maintain a close liai¬ 
son. and when a Royal Marine 
bugler was not available, the 
regiment came to the rescue. 

‘Special’ wings 

A midshipman presented with 
his helicopter wings at a passing- 
out parade at the R.N. Air Sta¬ 
tion. Culdrosc. had special rea¬ 
son for jubilation. 

He was Midshipman David 
Henry Spencer Morgan, aged 20. 
of Sittingbournc (Kent), who 
four years before had a holc-in- 
thc heart operation, the condi¬ 
tion having been detected when 
he went for his interview at 
Dartmouth. 

At the ceremony to congratu- 


Ashorc with his camera when his ship, H.M.S. Eagle, was at 
Capetown, Naval Airman James Herbert Walker, of Bradford 
(Yorks) found himself "in the picture" while feeding a grey 

squirrel in Kirstcnhosch Gardens 


Rare decoration 


for gallantry 

For leading his Arab troops through three ambushes within 
four hours in the Oman desert last January, the son of 
the Commandant General of the Royal Marines, Capt. Ewen 
Tailyour, R.M.. has been awarded the rare decoration of the 
Bravery Medal for Gallantry of His Highness the Sultan of 
Oman. 


Capt. Tailyour. who had been 
seconded from the Royal 
Marines to the Sultan's armed 
forces, is now serving with 45 
Commando. 

The citation speaks of his "ex¬ 
treme coolness and determina¬ 
tion" in the face of the enemy, 
and says that "his inspiration and 
example undoubtedly brought 
the Arab soldiers, nearly all of 
whom had less than nine 
months' service, through some 
trying experiences." 

Pier drama 

Taking his first swim in the 


sea came about in dramatic cir¬ 
cumstances for 18-year-old 
Dennis Charlton, a trainee sub¬ 
mariner from H.M.S. Dolphin, 
who leaped 25 feet into the 
water from Brighton Pier to 
help in saving a swimmer who 
was in difficulties. 

Dennis, who comes from 
Stoke-on-Trent, worked as a 
painter and decorator before 
joining the Navy in 1966. He 
went first to H.M.S. St. Vincent 
where he learned to swim. 

He was on a visit to Brighton 
with his girl-friend Beverley 
Crockford. of Portsmouth, when 
they came across a crowd watch¬ 
ing a man floundering in the 
water. Without hesitation. 
Dennis and another youth 
jumped in. 


Mountain rescue 


Last ‘Sunset’ 

Many past and present mem¬ 
bers of the Royal Navy will 
have memories of the Royal 
Naval Reserve training ship 
Mercury. On July 15, hundreds 
of villagers watched the blue 
ensign hauled down for the last 
time in 83 years. 

It was a moving moment as 
buglers sounded "Sunset." 
Crowds without any association 
with the ship sensed the sadness 
of the occasion, and among the 
crowds who silently dispersed 
were many old Mercurians— 
some of over 50 years ago. 


OS Dennis Charlton 


Courage and outstanding 
effort in the Scottish mountains 
has resulted in a Commenda¬ 
tion by the Flag Officer Naval 
Air Command. Vice-Admiral 
Gibson, for Aircraft Artificer 
3rd Class James Hogan, at 
present in the final year of his 
apprenticeship at H.M.S. Con¬ 
dor. 

Artificer Hogan led the climb 
up a difficult rock face to reach 
an injured man, and helped in 
getting him strapped to a stret¬ 
cher and in negotiating the des¬ 
cent back down the mountain 
to safety. 


No decision has been reached 
on the future of the ship. 


AT ROSYTH 
NAVY FAIR 

Girl In the sailor's bat 
k R.N.R. Wren Pamela 
Stuart, of Aberdour, 
attached to H.M.S. Scotia, 
M.H.Q. Reserves Scot¬ 
land. Pamela was at 
Rosyth's Navy Fair and 
smilingly agreed to 
brighten up some shots 
for the local press. 


late him was his father. I.icut.- 
Cdr. I. H. S. Morgan, who was a 
pilot in the Fleet Air Arm dur¬ 
ing the war. David's 18-ycar-old 
sister Frances, an Air Ranger, 
was also present. 

'Hie family claims to be des¬ 
cended from the buccaneer Sir 
Henry Morgan. 

His gold award 

Nicholas Robert Maccy, serv¬ 
ing in H.M.S. Daedalus as an 
artificer apprentice, went to 
Buckingham Palace on July 8 to 
receive his Duke of Edinburgh 
Gold Award. 

Prior to joining the Royal 


Navy. Nicholas was at the 
Royal Hospital School, Hol¬ 
brook (Su iFolk), where his 
brothers arc still attending. 


PO Roger Goodman and bis 
soldier brother Peter 

IMcturc by POlPhot) 1). Morris 
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CHEERS FOR H.M.S. EAGLE 
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Clean sweep 


gun crew 


During the long months of muck and sweat, during the hours 
of hard 'grind and toil, competitors in the Field Gun crews 
must have asked themselves— “Is it worth it?” 

The answer, for the Fleet Air returned to H.M.S. Daedalus 
Arm team at any rate, came on July 15, Vicc-AdmiraJ Sir 

last month, when it repeated its Donald Gibson, the Flag Officer 

success of 1966 and won all Naval Air Command, took the 
three trophies—the Inlcr-Com- salute, and congratulated the 
mark! Championship, the Fastest team. 

,hC Awc ' a: a celebration in the ward- 

The Air Command also won room mess. 9- ^ 

the Copenhagen Cup. competed (ret.), who hasalways, be.;. 

,• >r hv ihr **ir iAim before interested in the crews effort*. 

* KoSf Tournament. thS "> »«" 

making a dean sweep. o£ > ou bccausc 1 , Ul,nl ,' t " 

Whirri the victorious tc..m continued in column 3 


Picture by LA(Phoi) W. J. J-imei 


ARRIVAL AT 
DEVON PORT 


Navy News 

ORDER NOW 


Families thronged the jetty 
and cheered as the aircraft car¬ 
rier II.M.S. Eagle arrived at 
Dcvonporl Dockyard on June 
18 after 10 months in the 
Middle East and Far East. 

‘•Just trying dad's cap for 
si/c" was Ihrce->ear-old Robert 
(left), son of l./Sea Alan Gabb 
and Ills wife Alison. 

With so many families and so 
many pictures, it is excusable 
to find one with the caption 
missing. But “mum and the boy” 
in the photograph below seemed 
so f> pical of the occasion that 
it seemed a shame not to print it. 


Up-to-date pictures, information, news and 
views of the Royal Navy and its ships. 

Complete the coupon below. 


NEW ORDER FORM 


Please deliver Navy News monthly to 


Name 


Address 


wives go 
worry 5 
voyage 


commencing 


For postal delivery, a 12 months' supply may be 
obtained by sending the form and cheque or 
postal order for 17s. to: 

Circulation Manager, Navy News, 

13 Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth 
Portsmouth 26040 & 22052 


Twelve naval wives and chil¬ 
dren, families of officers and 
men in H.M.S Valiant, were 
taken to sea during the 
nuclear submarine's eight-day 
visit to Portsmouth. 

During the trip they spent an 
hour submerged. 

Cdr. Robin King, command¬ 
ing officer of Valiant, whose 
schoolboy son was among the 
party, said they were trying to 
break down the prejudice 
against atomic submarines. 

“Some of our families seemed 
to think we were dealing with 


a black art." he said. “Everyone 
imagines we are a wandering 
bomb, but of course Valiant is 
no more a bomb than a nuclear- 
power station. 

“The wives’ visit helped to 
dispel fears. They left saying 
they had thoroughly enjoyed 
the trip. 

“Probably it was an eye- 
opener to many of them to dis¬ 
cover the high degree of com¬ 
fort on board, and to realise 
that we are all perfectly safe." 


continued from column 2 

absolutely essential at the pre¬ 
sent time that the Fleet Air Arm 
shows it can do anything better 
than anyone else—including get¬ 
ting a gun across a chasm in 
what is not necessarily the most 
up-to-date way." 

Air Command won the Inter- 
Command championship bv 30 
points to Devonporfs 23 and 
Portsmouth’s IS. 

The I astes: I ime Trophx was 
won in 2 min. 53.9 see. Aggre¬ 
gate times were: Air. 48 nun. 
5S.4 .see.: Dcvonporl. 50 nun. 
35.6 sec.: and PortsmoutSi. 54 
min. 0.8 see. 


COMMISSIONING 
OF ROTHESAY 

On completion of a two-year 
major modernisation, the anti¬ 
submarine frigate H.M.S. 
Rothesay (2,500 tons) recom¬ 
missioned at H.M. Dockyard. 
Rosyth. on July 6. 

The Rothesay, which is com¬ 
manded by Cdr. D. J. Bradbv. 
has been equipped to operate a 
Wasp anti-submarine helicopter 
armed with homing torpedoes. 
She has also been fitted with 
“Scacat" surface-to-air guided 
missiles. 


service 


Expert advice 
and estimates 
without obligation 


BARROSA’S CALL TO A POLICE JOB 


PICKFORDS 


The pilot kindly agreed to 
make the flight low level, which 
gave an excellent opportunity 
for spotting the game. 
Elephants, rhino, gazelles, and 
giralTc were easily picked out. 

After a night in a comfortable 
hotel the divers were driven 40 
miles to the Fourteen Falls just 
outside Thika. and on Kenya's 
largest river, the Tara. 

The falls arc a sealed-down 
Niagara, in the form of a large 
crescent, a qtiartcr-of-a-inilc 
across. I hev formed an im¬ 
pressive setting for the film 


when the river rose even higher 
as recent rains took ctlcct. 

It was a challenging day. 
though it was unfortunate that 
the team could not have been 
of greater assistance. However 
it was an interesting break from 
ship's routine. 

No member of the team 
suffered from insomnia that 
night, and they were all fresh 
and rested for the comfortable 
return flight in the Cessna which 
had just been used to fly Dr. 
Hastings Banda round Kenya 

during his state \ isn. 


While those aboard H.M.S. 
Barrosa were beginning to 
count the days and hours to 
the scheduled arrival at 
Dcvonporl on July 25. the 
ship was asked to provide a 
team of divers to assist 
Nairobi Police in their search 
tor a drowned man. 


"King Solomon's Mines. 

As the riser was in spate, the 
14 falls had merged into one 
great mass of water, which 
tumbled 40 feet, throwing up a 
vast cloud of spray above the 
level of the falls themselves. 

I he victim had been swept 
over the falls and into the 
maelstrom beneath. Prospects 
of diving in that area were 
daunting to say the least, but a 
search was made in the rela¬ 
tively calm pools around the 
falls. No clues were found, and 
the search had to be abandoned 


161 HASLEMERE ROAD 


S0UTHSEA 


GOSPORT 82234 


F0RT0N ROAD 


•\ Y.l.P. aircraf; 
anJ somehow it 
stagger into the 
hc.t\y load of Ih 
their equipment. 


10 WHIMPLE STREET - PLYMOUTH 63165 












V\YY NEWS AUGUST 1965 


19 


F.A.A. ratings to get first volunteer 
release call in two months 


Assurance of no overall surplus of 
General Service ratings 



SOME ADJUSTMENTS AS 
PLANNING PROGRESSES 


*E3Crr fckM y s . 


In February, the Admiralty 
Hoard «aid it was hoped to 
promulgate in July a closer 
estimate of the redundancy 
programme. This message 
gives the best forecast the 
Board can make at present, 
and is based on the statements 
of Government defence policy 
published in White Papers in 
February, 1968, and July, 
1968. 

These statements cover the 
period between now and 1973. 
by which time the withdrawal 
from cast of Suez and the 
phasing out of the aircraft 
carriers should have been com¬ 
pleted. 

As the end of this period is 
still nearly five years away, it is 
impossible at this stage to give 
precise figures for redundancy, 
and some adjustments to the 
number given in this message 
may be needed as planning 
progresses. 

Keeping balance 

In making the present fore¬ 
cast the Board have had to con¬ 
sider not only the future size 


of the Heel and the extent to 
which personnel can be trans¬ 
ferred and retrained, but also the 
need to preserve branch struc¬ 
tures which arc properly 
balanced by age and rank. 

The message is divided into 
three sections. Section A out¬ 
lines the general policy for re¬ 
dundancy. Section B deals with 
officers, and Section C with 
ratings. 

SECTION A - policy 

Redundancy discharges will 
the 

with effecting the 


be kept to the minimum con¬ 


sistent wnn effecting me run¬ 
down. 

No one joining the Navy 
between April J, 1968 and 
April I, 1973, will be con¬ 
sidered for redundancy except 
possibly a few air traffic control 
officers. No one promoted to 
officer between the same dates 
will be declared redundant. 

Volunteers will be called for. 
but if these are insufficient or 
unsuitable for any reason (for 
example because of wrong 
seniority or length of service) 
then officers, ratings and R.Nl. 
other ranks will have to he de¬ 
tailed for rcduiulaney. Volun¬ 


teers who arc not selected will 
he so informed. 

Wherever possible, a year’s 
notice will be given to those 
selected for redundancy, but 
officers, ratings and R.M. 
other ranks once they have 
been selected, may be allowed 
to leave earlier if they so 
desire and can be spared 
without detriment to (be 
Service. 

Those being discharged re¬ 
dundant will be posted to U.K.- 
based service billets for as much 
of their final year as practicable. 

Where it would be in the 
interests of the Service, officers, 
ratings and R.M. other ranks in 
surplus categories will be given 
the opportunity to change 
branch or sub-specialisation. 

Resettlement 

I he redundancy programme 
and the selection of personnel to 
be made redundant, are being 
organised in the Ministry of 
Defence ‘Navy Department). 

All officers, ratings and R.M. 
other ranks nominated for re¬ 
dundancy will be given a per¬ 
sonal resettlement interview if 
they so wUh. 



-The only vacancy I have at 
the moment is in the recruit¬ 
ing field. Would that appeal 
to you?” 


D.C.I. 2 68 gives information 
about resettlement and retrain¬ 
ing facilities. I hose thinking of 
volunteering for redundancy arc 
strongly advised to study this 
D.C.I. and seek any further 
guidance from their resettlement 
officer. 


Section B —Effect on officers 


Redeployment. Every effort is 
being made to offer to officers 
who become surplus to the 
needs of their own category 
transfer into other specialisa¬ 
tions or sub-specialisations. 

Transfers will not be made 
unless there will he reasonable 
career prospects and suitable 
employment in the new eate¬ 
ry. 

Limited opportunities of 
transfer to the R.A.F. will also 
he available to fixed-wing pilots 
in the rank of lieutenant-com¬ 
mander and below (GL) and 
(SI.) and air traffic control 
officers. 

These schemes have been and 
will continue to be published in 
D C.I.s as they arc evolved. 

Even after these steps have 
been taken, it will be necessary 
to make some officers redun¬ 
dant. The following is the best 
estimate that can be made at 
present of the number of 
officers likely to be affected: 

Captain—15 seamen, 10 
engineer, 10 supply. 

Commander—50 seamen, 20 
supply. 30 mechanical air 
engineer (this figure excludes 
about 20 commanders (MAE) 
whom it is hoped will redeploy 
under D.C.I. (R.N.) 301/68). 

Lieutenant-commanders and 
below (GL)—As far as can be 
seen at present there arc un¬ 
likely to be any redundancies 
among lieutenant-co m m a ndc rs 
and below in the engineering 
and supply specialisations, or 
among seamen lieutenants. A 
surplus of seamen lieutenant- 
commanders will, however, arise 
after the completion of fixed- 
wing flying and on present 
estimates it will he necessary to 
make about 100 redundant. This 
redundancy will so far as 
practicable include volunteers 
from the seaman specialisation 
as a whole. 

Lieutenant-commanders and 
below (SL)—As far as can be 
seen at present there arc un¬ 
likely to be any redundancies 
among Supplementary List sea¬ 


men. engineer, and supply 
lieutenant-commanders and be¬ 
low. after the completion of 
fixed-wing flying. There will be 
an estimated surplus of 100 
lieutenant-commanders (SL) and 
lieutenants (SL) fixed-wing air¬ 
crew. The numbers to be made 
redundant will depend upon 
how many SL officers take their 
break-points between now and 
1973, and how many arc willing 
and suitable for retraining in 
other categories. 

Air traffic control officers— 
On present plans about 30 
officers will have to be made re¬ 
dundant. The ultimate future of 
this branch has not yet, how¬ 
ever. been decided. 

Special Duties List—Seamen 
20 (AV). 40 other seamen sub- 
specialisations; supply 25; air 
engineers 30 (AE) 100 (Al.) 
(AR) and (AO): engineer 90 
(()) (RE) and (L). These ‘>0 
General Service redundancies 
will arise because of the reduc¬ 
tion in General Service billets 
afloat and ashore which will 
occur with the cessation of 
fixed-wing flying. 

Instructor officers—It is ex¬ 
pected that about two instructor 
captains, seven instructor com¬ 
manders and 40 instructor 
lieutenant-commanders will be 
made redundant. A few instruc¬ 
tor lieutenant-commanders will 
be made redundant in 1970. 

Wardmusters—It is expected 
that about six officers in the 
Wardmastcr Branch will be 
made redundant. 

Royal Marines—There will be 
few. if any, officer redundancies 
in the Royal Marines and the 
total is not expected to exceed 
12. These would be in the ranks 
of major and captain. 

Other officers—There are un¬ 
likely to be any redundancies 
among medical, dental, ship¬ 
wright, chaplains. nursing 
officers of the Q.A.R.N.N.S.. 
Careers Service lieutenants and 
NV.R.N.S. officers. 

Redundancy of officers will be 
in two phases. 


Phase I from October I, 1970 
to December 31. 1970. It may be 
necessary to discharge a few 
officers during this period. 

Phase 2. The main redundan¬ 
cies will be effected between 
April, 1971 and April, 1973, the 
bulk towards the end of the 
period. 

A D.C.I. will be issued in 
October, 1968, detailing the 
categories and seniorities of 
officers from whom applications 
lor phase I will be invited. 

No notation will be made 
on the records of applicants 
who arc not selected for re¬ 
dundancy, and the fact that 
they applied will have no 
effect on their subsequent 
naval careers. 

Applications for phase 2 will 
be invited in a D.C.I. (R.N.) to 
be published early in 1969. 

Notification 

Applicants for redundancy 
will be notified whether or not 
their applications arc accepted 
about two months after the 
closing dales for applications. 
This will allow time to give all 
officers about 12 months' notice 
before they leave the Service. 

Principles which 
will be applied 

So far as practicable, redun¬ 
dancies will be made from 
officers who arc volunteers. The 
overriding principles, however, 
will be that 

(a) Officers remaining mast 
constitute a cross-section 
appropriate to the needs of 
the Service. 

(b) The career prospects' of 
officers remaining in the Ser¬ 
vice must be safeguarded. 

Promotion 

After nomination for redun¬ 
dancy, officers will no longer be 
eligible for selective promotion. 
Automatic promotion will con¬ 
tinue after nomination for re¬ 
dundancy. 


Sub-lieutenants (SD) who 
have been nominated for re¬ 
dundancy will be eligible for 
promotion to lieutenant on their 
final shot in the zone (subject to 
recommendation) if they arc still 
serving on that date. 

Retirements 

Officers who withdraw their 
applications to retire voluntarily 
so that they may be considered 
as volunteers for redundancy 
and are subsequently not 
nominated for redundancy must 
re-apply for voluntary retire¬ 
ment if they still wish to leave 
the Service. 

The basic date of this new 
application will be the dale of 
volunteering for redundancy. 
Compassionate discharge will 
continue under normal rules. 

Before redundancies start, the 
voluntary retirement waiting 
period for all engineer officers 
will be progressively reduced to 
the normal period of about two 
years (D.C.I. R.N. 39/68. p3ra. 
4). A D.C.I. is being published 
on this development. 

Wrens, and nurses 
of Q.A.R.N.N.S, 

There will be no redundancy 
in W.R.N.S. ratings and 
Q.A.R.N.N.S. nurses LEP. 


SECTION C-RATINGS 

Transfers from 
the Air Arm ? 


There will be no overall sur¬ 
plus of General Service rating!, 
including those in the Sub¬ 
marine Service. Redundancy 
will, however, be necessary* for 
Meet Air Arm ratings and pro¬ 
bably for some Royal Marines 
other ranks. 

There may be opportunities 
for volunteers to transfer from 
some Fleet Air Arm branches 
to General Service after 1970. 

Normal arrangements for re¬ 
engaging will continue, but men 
whose engagements expire be¬ 
fore April I, 1973. and who do 
not re-engage, will not be 
eligible for redundancy. 

D.B.P. cases 

Ratings and other R.M. 
ranks who have applied for dis¬ 
charge by purchase may. pro¬ 
vided they simultaneously with¬ 
draw their discharge by pur¬ 
chase application, volunteer for 
redundancy and take their 
chance whether they arc 
selected or not. Compassionate 
discharge will continue under 
normal rules. 

Volunteers who arc accepted 
and those detailed for redun¬ 
dancy will be treated in the same 
manner. They will continue to 
serve under normal conditions, 
eg., receive promotion, 
advancement, pay, etc., between 
the date of their selection for 
redundancy and their final dis¬ 
charge. 

However, they will not be put 
on higher training courses with¬ 
out the prior approval of the 
Ministry of Defence (Navy 
Department). 

Two stages 

F.A.A. redundancies will be 
made in two stages. 

The first stage will occur be¬ 
tween October 1. 1970 and 
December 31, 1970. The second 
and larger will occur between 
January 1, 1972 and March 31. 
1973. 

First stage redundancy will 
consist of roughly 750 men of 
all Flee! Air Arm branches and 
rates, with the exception of 
naval airman (Met) branch, 
naval airman (SE) branch, naval 
airman (phot) branch, chief 
artificers and chief mechani¬ 
cians all trades. 

A D.C.I. will be issued on 
September 28. 1968. calling for 
F.A.A. rating volunteers for pre¬ 
mature release under redun¬ 
dancy terms for the first stage 
starting October 1. 1970. 

Applications called for in the 
September, 1968, D.C.I. will be 
required not later than Decem¬ 
ber 31, 1968. This means there 


will be only three months in 
which to decide whether or not 
to apply. 

The second F.A.A. redun¬ 
dancy will probably total about 
3,000 men and may Include all 
branches. A further D.C.I. will 
be issued in the second half of 
2969 giving details of this re¬ 
dundancy and of arrangements 
for transferring to certain 
General Service branches. 

Royal Marines 

There will probably be about 
250 other ranks including Band 
Service to be made redundant. 
This redundancy will not occur 
before 1971. An announcement 
will be made as soon as num¬ 
bers can be forecast accurately, 
but this is unlikely to be before 
irid-1969. 


L.E.P. Divisions 

The general policy for the 
rundown of the Malta, Singa¬ 
pore and Goan divisions has 
already been promulgated. 

The Hong Kong Port Divi¬ 
sion will remain at about its 
present authorised strcngtli until 
1972 when there will be reduc¬ 
tions in the cook and steward 
branches. 

Detailed rundown policy for 
all LEP divisions will be pro¬ 
mulgated through the local 
commands concerned. 


COMING 
to the CLYDE! 

Scotland's leading 
Naval Outfitters are 
at your Service 

UNIFORMS 

CAPS 

BADGES, etc. 

FOR 

R.N. Officers 
P.Os., Ratings 

JAMESMALC0LM 

(Established 1904) LTD. 

Scotland’s NAVAL Tailor 

229 ARGYLE STREET 
GLASGOW C.2 

Telephone: CEN 3155 





Ilobbs Savill & Bradford (South West) Ltd 

CONSULTANTS FOR PENSION FUNDS, LIFE ASSURANCE 
MORTGAGES AND ESTATE PLANNING 


2 ST. ANDREWS CROSS, PLYMOUTH Telephone: Plymouth 67261/3 

CORONATION HOUSE. KINGS TERRACE, SOUTHSEA 

Telephone: Portsmouth 25448 


London O.T:ce: 

22-25a SACKVILLE ST., LONDON Wl 


ALSO AT BIRMINGHAM AND MANCHESTER 
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ELECTRONICS ENGINEERS 

“Tigercalting” in Iran 

Wo need six British Engineers to work with the 
Imperial Iranian Air Force, to service Tigercat 
guided weapon systems. 

Intensive Training If you are an ex-technical 
NCO or a chief P.O. with experience in weapon, 
radio, or Radar systems, we'll pay you a gener¬ 
ous rate of probationary salary and allowances 
during your training period. This involves inten¬ 
sive tuition on the Tigercat weapons system at 
our Training School. A medical examination 
will precede acceptance for training. 

Terms and Conditions After your "crash" 
course, you will bo posted to Iran whero the 
duration of employment may be a minimum of 
ono year, but probably extending to four years. 
A salary and allowances based on tho cost of 
living and tho hours of duty will thon bo paid. 

Annual bonuses will also be paid, upon com¬ 
pletion of satisfactory service. Please apply to: 

G. L. Aurct, Short Brothers & Htrland Limited, 
Airport Road, Queens Island, Belfast, BT3. 9DZ. 


Interviews will be conducted in Belfast <2 London. 

SHORT BROTHERS <4 
C HARLAND LIMITED - 


J 



C. & N. (Electrical) LTD. 

THE GREEN 
GOSPORT 

Due to the recent expansion of the Workshop Area 
the following vacancies exist; 

SHEET METAL WORKERS 
ELECTRICAL FITTERS 
BENCH FITTERS 


ELECTRONIC WIREMEN 
PAINTERS 

(SPRAYSHOP & SHIPWORK) 

E.V.T. COURSES CAN BE ARRANGED 

0 Modern Factory with good working conditions 

0 Area rates of pay, plus merit pay 

0 Earnings up to £/9/7/6 per 40-hour week, plus 
overtime 

0 Company pension scheme 

Apply in Writing or Phone 
GOSPORT 82392 


MEN! Help Yourself 
While You Help Others: 

Wc can give you the OPPORTUNITY to 

Have FOUR WEEKS PAID HOLIDAY each year, and five weeks 
after two years. 

Have your own modern bed-sitter and join in the fun at our 
Sports Club—Football. Cricket. Tennis. Badminton, etc.—and a 
beach hut at Worthing on the sunny South Coast. 

Work in pleasant conditions in the company of YOUNG. 
GO-AHEAD PEOPLE. 

Be within easy distance of SWINGING LONDON and all its 
attractions. 

Receive your PAY WHILE YOU FURTHER YOUR EDUCATION. 

Provide yourself with qualifications which arc accepted in most 
parts of the world, and secure your future. 

MEET AND HELP PEOPLE 

Does your present job compare favourably with this? Or do you 
look forward to the same dull routine each day? 

A number of vacancies will occur shortly in our training 
programme, for men of 18 or over with a good standard of edu¬ 
cation. who arc prepared to join us on the nursing staff at West 
Park Hospital, three years training,—Allowances start at £430 
at 18. or £591 if 21 or over, plus London Weighting of £50-£75 
if living out. with cash grants of £40 and £50 on passing examina¬ 
tions. Certain service nursing qualifications may entitle you to 
higher starting salary. 

Apply to the Chief Male Nurse, West Park Hospital, 
Epsom, Surrey, mentioning this advertisement. 


British Transport Police 

need 

Constables 

and 

Policewomen 

in London and throughout 
the Country 

Leaving the Services? Then choose a really 
worthwhile civilian job. 

Variety, generous free travel, good pay, pension. 

Here is an opportunity for those with intelligence 
and initiative. 

Qualifications: Physically fit with good eyesight 
Men : 19-35 and at least 5 ft 8 in. 

Women : 19-35. single and at least 6 ft 4 In. 

write to: 

Chief Constable (Recruitment), Dept. B 
British Transport Polica, PO Box No. 25 
Park Royal, London NW10 


MARCONI TEST 
ENGINEERING 

Electronic Technicians who are 
able to undertake the critical 
test of advanced aeronautical 
and missile electronic systems 
are required at our Basildon 
Works. 

These posts will be of special 
interest to men with experience 
of one or more of the following: 
transmitters, receivers, aerials, 
closed-circuit television or 
digital systems. 

Applicants should be of O.N.C. 
or C. & G. Telecommunications 
Final standard or have experi¬ 
ence as an electronic fitter in 
H.M. Forces. 

These are staff appointments with excellent 
conditions of service and attractive salaries. 
Rented housing is available in appropriate cases. 

Applications to Mrs. B. Brigden, Personnel 
Officer, The Marconi Co. Ltd., Basildon, Essex 
(Basildon 22822). 


COMMISSIONING ENGINEER 

A Company tpccij|i\ing in the manufacture of "Tailor-Made” Rotating 
Electrical Equipment and auociatcd Control Gear (up to 100 kVA/HP) 
requires an enthusiastic young Engineer to join its Commissioning 
Department. 

The post involves work on interesting and varied contracts (including 
important Naval Contracts) and entails visits to site (within the United 
Kingdom) at intervals and for short periods. 

The successful candidate would be qualified to at least O N C. standard, 
have good experience of the above equipment and be capable of working 
on his own initiative. 

Contributory Pension Scheme, and Free Life Assurance. 


& 


Apply: 

TIIE PERSONNEL MANAGER. 

ELECTRO DYNAMIC CONSTRUCTION CO. LTD. 
STATION APPROACH. ST MARY GRAY 
KENT. BR5 2ND. 
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Airwork Services Ltd. 

Bournemouth (Hurn) Airport 
Christchurch, Hants 

offer employment to 

Ex-Service men and women of all trades and 
particularly those associated with the 
servicing of aircraft, ancillary and ground 
equipments. Vacancies occur in many parts 
of U.K. and there are good opportunities 
of overseas service for men (and their 
families) and excellent prospects of 
personal advancement within this expand¬ 
ing Company. Pre-release training courses 
can be arranged. 

Enquiries should be addressed to the 

Personnel Manager 


Elliott-Automation of Rochester, Kent, continues to expand 
and now has vacancies for tho following experienced 
Personnel:- 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS 

To assist with tho development, design and commissioning 
of our wido rango of Avionic equipment. Suitable applicants 
should cither bo studying Elcctro/Mechanical Engineering 
already or have experience in this Hold. (Rot EJW/101) 

ELECTRICAL FITTERS 

• % 

Capable of servicing Airborne equipment. Experience In 
H.M. Forces, Radio/Radar or small detailed fitting with an 
electrical bias would be an advantage. (Rei PW/101) 

ELECTRICAL TESTERS 

Capablo of carrying out functional tests on complete 
equipment and sub-assemblies, making adjustments or 
calibrating reporting faults and diagnosing their causes. 

(Ref PW/101) 

ELECTRICAL INSPECTORS 

Able to work from drawings and circuit diagrams and 
capablo of inspecting Airborne equipment to military 
specifications. (Ref PW/101) 

Applications in writing, giving brief details to:- •• * 

The Personnel Manager, 

Elliott-Automation Limited, . f • 

Airport Works, Rochester, Kent. _ ... 


ELLIOTT-AUTOMATION 

AN ENGLISH ELECTRIC COMPANY 


















SITUATIONS VACANT 


MINIATURE MEDALS 


CORPS OF 
COMMISSIONAIRES 

Founded 1859 


Another career when your 
Service engagement expire*. Arc 
no bar Division* in 10 cities of 
the U K. 


BORED. LONESOME 


Our answer, loin the Elite Pen C!ub 
104 Lower lord Street. Coventry. 
England. 

International, comprehensive 
guaranteed. 

S.A.E. for detail*. 


Apply: 
Headquarters 
419A Strand 
London, W.C.2 
01-836 6453 


immediate mortgages b30t , f 

PUBLIC SCHOOL FEES Loam available to spread current k«i 


We can make up any required 
set of Miniature MedaU. We 
have them for every campaign 
since 1900. They arc not expen¬ 
sive. The set—1939-45 Star/ 
Atlantic Star'Defence Medal/ 
War Medal costs only 34/-. 
fiend for quotation and tell m 
the medal* you want. Ribbon 
bars, either with pin at back 
or for sewing on to uniform 
1/- per ribbon. Your own lull- 
Hi c medals mounted- : - per 
medal. Wire and silk Bla/er 
Badge*. 

Enquiries with stamp to: 

ROBERT ANDREW LTD. 

101 Manchester Sfrccl 
Oldham. Lancs. 
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THE MARGARET MOODY MAR- 
RIAGE BUREAU. Dept. N. 1003. 
Anlaby High Road. Kintv.on-upon- 
Hull, York*. The most successful and 
efficient bureau in the North with a 
nation-wide clientele. Scrupulously 
confidential and discreet. Full dctasls. 
under plain cover on request. 

LONGING FOR I.KTIKRS? lonely? 
Unhappy? Write: Introductions. Jeans. 
Queen Street. I.xctcr. Devon. 

TIIE SOI TIIFRX FRIENDSHIP AND 
MARRIAGE BUKK\U invite you to 
write for details 3/15 Eastern Villas 
Road. Southsca. Hants. 

THE MARRI \GK B U R F. A U - 
HEATHER JENNKR. 124 New Bond 
Street. W.l. 01-629 9634. Edinburgh 
031-667 <<27. Bristol 6<*»»2I. St. Annex- 
on-Sca 24«K)< Birmingham licrctord 
.<276. Kent. Ham Street 255. 

SOCIM. SERVICE SOCIETY. 4<a 
Blossom Street. York International 
IntriHluctionv. I Headship. Marriage 
i on tacts. 

AUDREY ALI EN M \ R R I V G E 
BUKEXU. POl (HULL. HUDK, 
CORNWALL. I xtabli'hrd 1955. Nation¬ 
wide. confidential. Details sent plain 
scaled cover without obligation. 

A ••GOOD COMPANION" or MAR- 
RIAGE PARTNER can be YOURS. 
Register w.th BARBVRA WORTH’S 
BUREAU (list. I956>. 139 SOUTH- 
WICK SO- SOUTHWICK. BRIGH¬ 
TON. SX. (lei SOUTHWICK 3633. 
10 -S p m ). 

VERITY MARRIAGE INTRODUC¬ 
TIONS. An establixhed Service of 
Quality and Integrity for the discrimin¬ 
ating. Widespread Clientele. Pheno¬ 
menal successes. 6 Montague Place. 
WOR IJIING. SX. Tel. 9291. 

DOCK AT MVNCHFSIER MAR- 
RIAGE BUREAU, fall hook, line and 
sinker, then sail buoyantly away, both 
on the same wave length. Personal and 
helpful sen ice always at 24 Mosley 
Sttcct. Manchester 2. Telephone Man. 
Chester Central 6719. 


SOCIAL INTRODUCTIONS every- 
where. Recommended since 1943. 
Friendship/Marriage. Brochure free.— 
Friendly Folk Association, Torquay. 


FAMILY PLANNING. Write for new 
booklet explaining all modern merit'd* 
sent free together with details of our 
< ‘onfk!cn:ial postal Service. Premier. 
31*3 Kla.k I ion Street. Brighton. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


NAVY FLANNEL SIIIRTS. Post 
oiden welcomed. Write :•» the 
specialists who have supplied the Royal 
Navy for more than 30 years.- Baun St 
Co. Nasal Outfitters. 14 Queen Street. 
Portsmouth. 


R.N. CAP RIBBONS. PAST AND 
PRESENT, send 3d. stamped addressed 
envelope for list. EMBROIDERED 
BLAZER BADGES in Wire or Silks 
any dcMgn, singles or quantities. 


WOVEN MOTIF CLUB TIES A 
SPECIALITY. Hand-painted WALL 
PLAQUES of Ships* Crests. Regimental 
and Spoils Association emblems. 35/6 
each, postage paid, illustrated brochure 
free. Greenburgh Brew. Ltd . 31/32 

Queen Street. Portsmouth. 


EX ROYAL MARINE wishes to pur¬ 
chase all periods Officers Other Ranks 
Helmet Badges of the Royal Marines. 
Description and price to: N. Smart. 
8 Wardown Crescent. Luton. Beds. 


ADVERTISEMENT RATES 

DISPLAY: £1 5*. per column inch. TRADEi 6J. per word. PUBLIC 
AND LEGAL: 9J. per word. ENTERTAINMENTS FUNCTIONS OR 
MEETINGS: 9d. per word. SEMI-DISPLAY (13 lines to the inch): 
2s 6sJ. per line. Advertiser* may have replies addressed lo a Ho* 
Number. For this service and postage an extra charge of Is. oj., is made. 
The Box will count as three words. 

Classified advertisements may be placed at Gale & Poldcn Ltd.. Nelson 
House. Edinburgh Road. Portsmouth (Tel. 20552 or 26040). Agencies may 
contact the London Office. 69 Fleet Street. E.C.4.. 01-583 8827. 

Display Si/c in inches Cost 

Quarter Page 7J X 5ft £26 0 0 

Half double column 7i X 3} £17 10 0 

Half single column 7] X 1|J £8 15 0 

Front page SOLUS 5 X 3| £18 15 0 

Each single column inch 1 X l‘i £15 0 

SEMI-DISPLAY per line 2 6 

Classified—Display per s.c.f. £1 5 0 

Run-on per word 6 

All advertisements to "Navy News." 13 Edinburgh Road. Portsmouth 
(Tel. 2(4)40 or 22052) or Customer* and Agencies may contact through 
our London Office. 69 Fleet Street, E.C.4.. 01-533 8S27. 


LEAVING THE 
FORCES? 


LOOKING FOR 
A PERMANENT 

JOB? 


We can help by offering you a four- 
week pre-release course with the 
option of appointment as a test or 
calibration engineer, participating in 
the interesting work of this 
expanding electronic company. 

For further details contact: 

The Personnel Manager 

G. and E. BRADLEY LTD. 

Neasden Lane, London, N.W.10 


OLD AND MODERN BOOKS 
OF SHIPS AND THE SEA 
THE NAVY AND NAVAL HISTORY 
Send for latest catalogue of scarce and 
out of print books (4d. stamp please). 
Books bought—libraries, small 
collections or single items. 

W. R. BLACKMORE. 
Bookseller. 

CONWAY CHAMBERS. 

130 LORDSHIP LANE. 
LONDON. S.F..22. 

Tel: 01-693 1536 


NEW CAR DISCOUNTS 
for readers of "Navy News." a sub¬ 
stantial saving, nationwide after¬ 
sales service and manufacturers* full 
warranty. Par: exchanges welcome. 
Outstanding, guaranteed used cars 
at reasonable prices. Personal atten¬ 
tion. hire purchase and insurance. 
Free leaflet from: 

Stuart Wilton. F.M I. 

Motoring Consultant 
J5a Fran: Road. Tunbridge Wells. 

_ Ken t Telephone 27117 _ 

NOEL BELL 
CAR HIRE 


Car key 
to Britain 


' All. NEW MODELS 

' Mini Van* to Zephyrs 
Price* from: 
f 11 . 0.0 per week 
including insurance 
Unlimited mileage 
Get detail* now from: 

237 Rcuhampton 

Lano. 

London SW15 
Tel: 01-783 W21 

will meet you anywhere 


Arc you leaving or moving 
your suitcases and boxes 
from Admiralty hiring or 
Married Quarters ??? 

Then you need the 
TAXIVAN SERVICE 
Phone Portsmouth 63497 


BE A PRIVATE DETECTIVE 

Expert postal tuition trains action- 
minded men and women lor this 
scry profitable bus.nevs. Credit 
terms. Details confidentially. 

Ex-1o«peetor Meek iMelro. Police). 

20 Old Tiverton Road. 
Exeter. 7. 


HOLIDAY 

ACCOMMODATION 


WINTER HOLIDAYS. Architect-des¬ 
igned Bungalows. Excellent amenities. 
Open fire: electric central heating: tele¬ 
vision. Beautiful surroundmgs Brochure. 

FORSTERS*. Dept. 6. Ashton. Ilcbioo. 
Cornwall. 


HOLIDAY FLATLETS 
Fully equipped flatlets 
SOUTHS F A 

Available all year round 
FOR SHORT lettings. 
Everythin)* supplied except 
towels. 

No restrictions. Own keys. 
Very suitable for honey¬ 
moons. holidays, and visits 
when husband's ship is in 
port, etc. Special oil-season 
rates for Naval personnel 
and families. 

CURTIS, 70 Testing Grove 

Tel. Portsmouth 33581 


TORQUAY 

HOLIDAY FLATLETS 

Fully equipped, own keys, etc. Near sea, shops and 
buses. Self-catering. Also bed and breakfast 

NEWTON 

7 Kents Road, Torquay. Telephone 23576 


Are YOU returning to the U.K.? 

Do you wish to bring your PETS? 

FOLKESTONE DOG HOTEL 

will make all your arrangements. 

The Modern Quarantine Accommodation for Dogs and Cats. 
Illustrated brochures on request. 

Reduced rates for H.M. Forces. 

Owner: Joan Wright. 

Folkestone Dog Hotel. Danton Lane. Folkestone’.’Enfchnd. Tel.: Folkestone 7SS86 

Telegrams: Dogotcl Folkestone 


and a 

charming hotel 

THE LINKS 

ST. MARYCHURCH, 
TORQUAY. DEVON 

Delightful bars and 
lounges. Excellent food. 
Sailing. Fishing. Tennis 
and bowls nearby. 

FAMILIES & FRIENDS 
DISCOUNT OF 10% 

on (our or more adults 
from 7th September. 

For brochure ptcaic write 
to M. H. Harter. 

^ TORQUAY 37211 


GOLF 


A.A. 


R.A.C. 


Mrs. I>. W. Mitchell, wife of flic commanding officer, cuffing 
(he cake at the recommissioning of H.M. Submarine Acheron, 
at Kosytli on July 4. 

The present Acheron (1,380 tons) is the eighth ship to hear 
the name. She was launched at Chatham on March 25, 1947, 
and completed on April 17, 1948. She was modernised in 1957, 
streamlined in 1961, and completed an extensive relit at Rosyth 
Dockyard this year. 

H.M.S. Acheron is primarily a long-range patrol submarine. 
Her main armament consists of six torpedo lubes, four forward 
and two aft. 

Boar-hunt 'bag' 
included a cow 

When H..M.S. Alcidc returned to Portsmouth on June 27 
she had been away from her home port nearly II weeks. The 
gale that greeted her in the Channel, unusual even for an 
English June, was a marked contrast to the Mediterranean 
where the previous two months had been spent. 

In between exercises the was taken through the Corinth 
Alcidc called at Gibraltar. Canal, which is three miles long 
Malta. Piraeus (the port of and only 80 feet wide, an inter- 


Athens). Izmir in Turkey. Souda 
Bay in Crete, and Kalamata in 
Corinth. 

As well as sampling the local 
waters, of which ouzo was the 
most deadly, recreation ashore 
included some memorable 
“bomb-site runs* to the Acro¬ 
polis in Athens, and to Ephesus 
in Turkey, which must have 
been a wonderful run ashore 
1,900 years ago. 

For the very brave, or very 
foolhardy, there was boar hunt¬ 
ing in Izmir where the bag 
included a cow that was being 
milked at the lime! 

On the way home from 
Piraeus to Malta a short cut 


was taken through the Corinth 
Canal, which is three miles long 
and only 80 feet wide, an inter¬ 
esting trip, followed in the Gulf 
of Corinth by some of the most 
beautiful scenery in the world. 

The trip back from Gibraltar 
to Portsmouth was enlivened by 
the presence of an officer and 
six other ranks of the Queen's 
Own Hussars who. having 
hitched down to the Rock in 
H.M.S. Naiad, and failed to get 
a lift back with the R.A.F., 
learnt a thing or two about 
how the other half lived! 

Passing through the Bay of 
Biscay their sergeant, a Pole ! 
who had spent part of the war 
in a Russian prison camp, 
announced that he wished he 
was hack there! 


BWSlS, *4l2M— i t 1 j 
H.M.S. Alcidc in the Corinth Canal 
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Diana 


GALATEA 
AND DAINTY 
AT KIEL 


li.M. ships Galatea and 
Dainty represented the 
Royal Navy at the annual 
international week. the 
•*K icier Wochc " held at Kiel 
in June. 

Ships also attended from 
Germany. United States, Bel¬ 
gium, Netherlands. Norway, 
Sweden. Denmark and 
Mexico. 

Competitions resulted as 
follows: sailing, (ialatea 

second overall out of 14 
crews: soccer. Galatea/ 

Dainty combined fourth out 
of 29: rifle shooting* fifth 

and sixth out of 12 teams; 
table tennis, first in an inter¬ 
national knock-out (1*0 Jack- 
son of Galatea): ten - pin 

howling, fourth out of 12. 


recognition 


At divisions on Sunday, 
while H..M.S. Diana was on 
Bcira patrol, the first lieuten¬ 
ant. Lieut. - Cdr. Teague, 
marine engineer ollicer. I.ieut.- 
( dr. Darley. and three engine- 
room ratings, POML’s Horn¬ 
by and Doignie and I.M(L) 
White, were presented with 
the Commander - in - Chief’s 
commendations by the com¬ 
manding ollicer (Cdr. J. T. 
Tomlinson) for their skill and 
gallantry during the salvage of 
the 33.0lK)-ton Spanish tanker 
Bahia Ciadilana in the Medi¬ 
terranean in January. 

A party boarded the tanker 
loaded with oil from Russia and 
fought a severe lire in the en¬ 
gine room. It had been burning 
IS hours by the time the Diana 
party got on board, and took 10 
hours to extinguish and save the 
vessel. 


due ceremony the Captain pre¬ 
sented a cake to the editors and 
stall. 

TO SINGAPORE 

Lots of dog-watch games were 
held on the upper deck, the 
wardroom won the shooting 
competition, and the ship’s com¬ 
pany were looking forward to a 
concert soon to be held. 

The Diana will be going to 
Singapore to meet the f leet for 
a few days exercising before en¬ 
tering the dockyard for a short 
period. 

Earlier in the commission, at 
Gibraltar. Midshipmen Martin 


and Sherwood and Leading 
Steward Slade went on an ex¬ 
pedition to Morocco with a 
party of the resident Army 
battalion, the Royal Ulster 
Rules, living oil the land. They 
returned sunburned and much 
travelled, having been down to 
the Atlas Mountains as well as 
Casablanca. 

While at Simonstown. a party 
of 60 were lucky enough to get 
tickets for the British Lions 
match against Western Province, 
and the Diana’s and Grenville’s 
made a colourful splash of blue 
in the grandstand. 


I\„:urc bv N Atl’hot) II. Cartwright 

LEM (Air) Das id George Coffcv talking with a German sailor 
on (he flight deck of H.M.S. Galatea, with the ship's hallle 

honours in (he background 


Tirpitz 


THE POSTMAN.—During both Bcira patrols. H.M.S. Diana 
was well sened with mail dropped by Shackleton aircraft 


SHARK NECKLACE 

P.O. Bates of II.M S. Diana 
now sports a line shark’s tooth 
necklace as a result of "filleting" 
a 9 ft. 170 lb. grey nurse shark 
caught by A.B. Taylor when the 
slop was on its lirst day of a 
Bcira patrol. 

During a week in Mombasa 
many were able to "get away 
from it all" for a few days to 
the well-appointed N.A.A.F.l. 
leave centre at Silversands. while 
others went inland on safari. 

The ship is now full of 
wooden animals and carvings, 
but there is some wondering at 
the significance of a Masai 
shield and spear in the T.S. 

Back to Bcira again, and "Pri¬ 
vate Di." the ship’s newspaper, 
celebrated its 21st edition. With 


"Sink the Tirpitz!" That was the order for, as Winston 
C hurchill put it. "the whole strategy of the war turns at this 
point on this ship." 

While the powerful ship was from extensive research into 
afloat—just by being afloat wartime records and interviews 
she tied up large naval forces by with participants, gives a most 
the threat to convoys which graphic and gripping account of 
were the life-lines of the allies, the efforts of all concerned. 

Declared unsinkablc. Tirpitz 
displaced 56.000 tons (full load), 
length was S2S feet (O.A.) and 
her complement was 2.340 
olliccrs and men. 

Armament consisted of eight 
15-in. guns. 12 5.9-in.. 16 4.2-m.. 
as well as 16 37-mm. and no 
fewer than 64 20-mm. guns. 

The armour was considered to 
be able to defy all shells. It was 
5 to 10 inches thick over the 
ship’s vital organs and. at the 
water line, an armoured belt 6 
feet wide ran from before the 
forward turret to abaft the 
after one. This belt was 15 
inches thick. 

Such was the ship which had 
to be sunk. Tirptiz became the 
target for a scries of ingeniously 
devised and dramatic assaults. 

Mines, midget submarines, 
aerial torpedoes and bombs— 
all were tried, some achieving 
considerable success. 

The Fleet Air Arm and the 
Royal Air Force made 15 at¬ 
tacks on the ship between the 
end of January. 1942, and the 
actual sinking on November 12, 

In "Sink the Tirpitz ." by 
Leonce PeiUard (translated from 
the Trench by Oliver Coburn; 

Jonathan Cape. 35s.) the author, 
who has reconstructed the saga 


come involved, to a certain ex¬ 
tent. with the personal side of 
the hobby. 

As Alec A. Turves says in 
"Collecting Medals and Decora¬ 
tions" (II. A. Seaby Ltd.. 59-65 
(ireat Ton land Street. London. 
IT.I. 35\.). "There is something 
thrilling and satisfying to have 
in your collection, medals worn 
by men who stormed the fort¬ 
ress at Badajoz. who took part 
in the battles of Trafalgar or 
Waterloo . . . ." 

Based on 25 years’ serious 
collecting, the author writes on 
naming—genuine and false, un¬ 
official bars, copies, housing a 
collection, buying and selling, 
building a reference library, etc. 

A first-class book for the 
serious collector. 

II. R. B. 


Plastic modelling 

It has been a stock joke for 
years that fathers buy model 
trains for their children and 
then monopolise the toys them¬ 
selves. 

Much in the same way child¬ 
ren arc given plastic construc¬ 
tion kits, and then father be¬ 
comes so interested that he. too, 
takes up this fascinating hobby. 

In "How to f;o Tlastic Model¬ 
ling" (Patrick Stephens Ltd.. 
London. li.CA. 25s.) Chris lillis 
has produced the first book de¬ 
voted exclusively to plastic kit 
construction. 

With numerous practical ex¬ 
amples. including full details 
for 14 aircraft, tank and ship 
conversions from standard kits, 
the book — 176 pages. 80.000 
words. 79 half-tone illustrations, 
and seven pages of scale draw¬ 
ings — caters for all kit enthus¬ 
iasts. be they beginners or ex¬ 
perts. 


S.D. School to 
be St. George 


Rear-Admiral E. B. Ashmore, Flag Officer Second-in-Com- 
mand of the Far East Fleet, was promoted vice-admiral from 
July 24. His appointment as Vice Chief of the Naval Stair in 
December. I%8. was announced last month. 

Rear-Admiral G. A. Mender- ["■ 
son. a former Commodore of 
the Royal Naval Barracks. 

Portsmouth, and at present the Nl 

Senior Naval Member of the v t 

Directing Stall of the Imperial 
Defence College, was appointed 
to be the Chief Naval Supply 7J 
and Secretariat Officer upon the 
death of Vice-Admiral Sir ,l1 

Horace Lyddon. . co 

Admiral Henderson continues 
in his Imperial Defence College ” 
appointment. 

oilier appointment* recently an* J*' 

nounccd include the follow ins: 

Commodore >i. I*. (iucrit/ to be 
Admiral I’roident. Ko>al Naval College. in 

CirccnwiJi. with effect tr.-m September. 
l<>r,S. in the acting rank of rear-admiral. « n 
He "ill confirmed in the rank of 
rear-admiral o n January 7. I**60. »■ 

( apt. M. A. J. Ilcnnell. President. r 
K N College. Greenwich, to date June «. 
in -to \er\c in rank of commodore 
while hokJmic the appointment. Con¬ 
tinue* as Captain of the College. 

Cap!. I’. J. Bajne. Secretary. Ch.ef 
of Staffs Committee. November 29 To 
serve m rank ol commodore at Irotr. 

September 16. 

Capt. T. W. Stocker. Terror at Com- 
nvJofc Amphibious Force*. To serve 
In the rank of commodore. November 

13 . 

Capt. F. ('.. Thatcher. Sultan at C cm- 
modorc. Admiralty Interview Board. 

July 1. 

Capt. K. M. Young. Dolphin as Ch:ef 
Stall Officer (Admin > to I'.O.S.M. 

September to. 

Capt. J. S. I -Hinder*. Forth in com¬ 
mand. November IS. 

Capt. K. T. Pluggc. Victory for Blake 
October :i and m command on com- 
miwiomnc. d.t.b.r. 

Capt. J. M. Henry. Drake in com- 


The Special Duties Olliccrs’ 
School at Fraser Gunnery 
School. Easincy, has been 
named H.M.S. St. George as 
from August 1. 

The school inherits a name 
well known in the Royal Navy 
down the ages. Perhaps the best 
known in recent times would be 
the training establishment in the 
Isle of Man in 1939. It was 
transferred to Gosport in 1945 
and paid off in 1948. 

There have been eight other 
St. Georges, and battle honours 
include Copenhagen and Baltic. 


Medal collecting 

Those who collect medals find 
that apart from the intrinsic 
value of the objects, they be- 


PAPER DOLLS 


After a two-and-a-half-ycar 
commission in which 41 ports 
were visited in four contin¬ 
ents, the frigate H.M.S. Fal¬ 
mouth is going into dockyard 
hands for two years for con¬ 
version which will enable her 
to carry a helicopter. 

When the Falmouth arrived at 
Portsmouth on June 27 wearing 
a paying-otT pennant, there was 
some disappointment among the 
crew. For the trip from Ply¬ 
mouth. the Paper Dolls pop trio 
had been invited to join the ship. 
They were supposed to arrive 
by 7.30 a.m. but did not make it 
until 8.40. by which time it was 
too late to get them aboard. 

The programme laid on had 


Commodore Gucrit/ 


ORPHAN FUND 


included the girls issuing rum 
tots, a tour of the ship, and a 
demonstration of hammock 
slinging. 

During her commission 
H.M.S. Falmouth steamed 
107,000 miles in 362 days at sea. 
The ship’s company stood by 
during riots in Hong Kong and 
Aden, went on safari in Kenya’s 
game parks, and penetrated 
Caribbean jungles. 

Tiic commanding officer, Cdr. 
D. W. Brown, is taking up a 
new appointment as Fleet 
Operations Officer on the stall 
of the Commandcr-in-Chicf. 
Western Fleet. 


I he amount subscribed to the 
Trafalgar Day Orphan Fund 
during 1967 was £4.959 19s.. and 
this has been allocated on a 
basis ol £33 Is. 4d. for every 
Royal Navy and Royal Marine 
child maintained in the various 
homes. 

Ion homes have the care of 
150 children. 

The amounts distributed in 
the previous four years have 
been: 1963. £5.734 16s.: 1964. 
£5.518 Ss. 3d.: 1965. 

£4.653 19s. 8d.: 1966. 

£5.555 9s. 3d. 


I Wrens 


Eighteen First World War members of the Women’s Royal ij 
Naval Service were entertained to lunch at the Nuffield Club. •, 
Portsmouth, on July 5. by Mrs. Freda Corbyn. J» 

Most of them had not met for over 50 years, hut Mrs. ,• 
Corb.vn had somehow managed to keep in touch by letter \ 
over that period. J« 

Those who attended (maiden names in bracket*) were: ,• 
Mrs. Surridge (Maggie Austen), Miss Lilian Harris. Mrs. ij 
Hawkins (Janice Pcarccy). Miss Bray, Mrs. Simpson. Mrs. ■, 
Dyer. Miss Butcher. Mrs. Trout (Ella Caulfield). Mrs. Brooke J* 
(Madge McArthur). Mrs. Spcrring (Elsie Galpin). Mrs. ij 
Corbyn (Freda Crawley), Mrs. I.ake (Dorothy Smith), Mrs. \ 
Sargeant (Lilian Divine). Mrs. Spencer (Marge Emslcy), Mrs. j» 
Dodds (Ivy Drake). Mrs. Jeflries (Alice Bucknall). Mrs. Rice ij 
and Mrs. Cooper. •[ 


KoMton W. (Uncr. LOEM P/O 
57S43. H.M.S Verulam. March 


REMOVALS 
& STORAGE 


Anthony P. Rtmcll. Art. Ann. 
0>2229. H.M.S. Caledonia. April IJ. 

Ronald Parklnvon. AB P O 57726. 
H.M.S. Renown. June 2. 

Anthon) Brown. M(E> 1. D/O 
903S5. H.M.S. Oracle. June 19. 

David R. Macintovh. AB P/O 
74775. H.M.S. Reclaim. June 22. 

Re». R. A. J. Wood. Chaplain. 
R.N. H.M.S. Victory. June 26. 

Anthony ration. NAM 1 L/O 
85554. H.M.S. Heron. June 27. 

Vhlan C. Collier. Cpl R.M. 
22IS9. 3rd Cdo Bdc R.M. June 29. 

Nisei II. G. Barnet. I.MA. P/O 
74418. R.N. Hospital, titular. July 
4. 

Suvhllla T. Ilccralal. Snr Naval 
Nur*e. QARNNS 0311. R.N. Hos¬ 
pital. Ilaslar. July 7. 


COUNTRYWIDE 

SERVICE 

Packing and Shipping 


2 STt BBINCTON AVENGE 
PORTSMOUTH 
Telephone 63221 
ALSO AT 

SOmiXMPTON. BOURNEMOUTH 
WINCHESTER. LONDON 
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The NATO Standing 
Naval Force Atlantic—the 
first “international” navy to 
be permanently formed in 
peacetime—now has an In¬ 
ternational Sailing Trophy 
which will be held in the 
flagship of the force, and 
raced for as opportunity 
occurs. 

Known as the Foreshcct- 
man's Cup, the trophy was 
originally established at Kiel 
in 1929 by the then Captain 
of the Base. 

The idea was that it should 
be competed for by navies 
of different countries, and at 
every Kiel regatta until 1939 
the trophy was raced for by 
visiting navies. 

After the war the cup was 
handed over to the Royal 
Naval sailing Association, 


l eft to right: Cdr. J. P. M. Godber (Secretary of the Royal Naval Sailing Association). Capt. 
G. C. Mitchell (Commander, Standing Naval Force Atlantic), Cdr. S. G. Ilarre (Commanding 
Officer, Federal German Ship Bayern), Cdr. B. Spark (Commanding Officer, H.M.S. Argonaut) 

and Cdr. G. Johnson (Commanding Officer, U^S. Glcnnon) 

but has not yet been coni- Cdr. J. P. M. Godber (Secrc- G. C. Mitchell (Commander 

peted for. tary of the R.N. Sailing of the Standing Naval Force 

On July 12. at Portsmouth. Association) presented Capt. Atlantic) with the trophy. 


OCEAN RACER WILL HAVE 




ton." with a naval crew for the 
"Spirit of Cutty Sark." 

There is likely to be a strong 
Royal Naval Sailing Associa¬ 
tion flavour about this year’s 
Navy Days at Portsmouth. 


R.N.S.A. "star" Sir Alec Rose 
will probably have his famous 
yacht "Lively l.ady" on display, 
and Lieut. Williams’s "Spirit of 
Cutty Sark—also R.N.S.A.—is 
likely to be on show. 


Sailing through the eye of a 
great storm was probably the 
deciding factor which cost 
I.icut. Leslie Williams the 
chance of winning the single- 
handed trans- Atlantic race. 

Rigging up makeshift gear 
w ith bolts from the engine when 
the self-steering device was dam¬ 
aged. he eventually pressed on 
despite the further handicap of 
a dislocated right elbow, injured 
during the 500-milc solo qualify¬ 
ing voyage. 

" Truly I was single-handed." 
he joked on arrival at the 
finishing line. 

'Ihe first thing he said when 
met at sea off Newport was: 
"Sorry about that" to represen¬ 
tatives of Cutty Sark Scotch 
Whisky, his sponsors. However, 
when told he was fourth home, 
said: "Well, that’s not so bad 
after all." 

BIGGKR BOAT? 

The sponsors arc pleased with 
the performance, especially re¬ 
membering that the first three 
boats home were specially built 
for the race, and that "Spirit of 
Cuttv Sark" was a standard 
entry. 

I.icut. William* would like 
fo lake pari in Ihc next race 
in four years lime—with a 
bigger boat. 

There is talk of a Navy v. 
Army race back across the 
Atlantic, a crew from Sandhurst 
having been chosen for the win¬ 
ning boat. "Sir Thomas Lip- 


ANOTHER GO 


After flying back to Fngland 
—Lieut. Leslie Williams, 
photographed beside a model 
of Ihc old clipper Cully Sark 


NAVY GOLFERS' BEST SINCE 


Ihc Royal Navy team put 
up its best performance since 
the war in this year’s Intcr- 
Servicc Golf Tournament, 
beating the Royal Air Force 
for the first time since 1938. 
but losing to the Army. 

The win over the R.A.F. was 
only the second game the Navy 
has won since the war. the last 
being against the Army in 1956. 

This year the Navy team 
assembled at Sandwich during 
the week previous to the tourna¬ 
ment. for a training course con¬ 
ducted by the Navy coach— 
John Stirling. 


THE WAR 

The Army won the foursomes 
3J to i and the singles 61 to \\. 

STRONG NUCLEUS 

It is evident that the new 
ideas introduced at the begin¬ 
ning of the year arc beginning 
to produce a resurgence of Navy 
golf. 

The team is young and en¬ 
thusiastic. though with the ex¬ 
ception of Holmes and 
Morrison, comparatively inex¬ 


perienced in major competitive 
golf. 

Nixon. Swann. Martin and 
Greenwood all show consider¬ 
able promise, and with more 
match practice against county 
sides should form a strong 
nucleus for the team for some 
years to come. 

The results must give great 
encouragement not only to the 
selectors—Capt. W. I. Campbell 
and Surg. Licut.-Cdr. D. Holmes 
—in vindication of their ideas, 
bu: to all golfers throughout 
the Navv 


Royal 

Tournament 

fencing 

In the fencing championships 
held during the Royal Tourna¬ 
ment at Haris Court the Dis¬ 
mounted Champion - at - Arms 
was Lieut. L. C. Llewellyn, who 
was also second in the Indivi¬ 
dual Foil event and fourth in 
the Individual Hpcc. 

Lieut. C. C. Walker was first 
in the Individual Foil and fifth 
in the Epee. 

3/0 F. J. Heal was fifth and 
Wren W. M. Palmer sixth in 
the Women’s Services Foil. 

The R.N. Engineering Col¬ 
lege. Manadon. won the Inter- 
Unit Team Fencinc Competi¬ 
tion 


Although losing by eight 
matches to four, it was evident 
that there had been a consider¬ 
able improvement in the stan¬ 
dard of plav in the Navy team 
during the season. 


In addition, a trial match was 
played against a strong side 
from the Oxford and Cambridge 
Golfing Society. 


Against the R.A.F.—won by 
6 ) to 5J—the morning four¬ 
somes were shared at two 
matches each. I he singles were 
won by 41 to 31. Holmes win¬ 
ning a desperate encounter 
against Beamish, former Irish 
international and R.A.F. cham¬ 
pion for the eighth time, on the 
last green. 


When it came to the Army 
game, the Navy seemed to sutler 
an element of reaction after 
their success against the R.A.F.. 
although the matches were 
closer than the scores might 
suggest. 


[.eft to right—standing: CPO D. Hill (II.M.S. Bcllcrophon), Licut.-Cdr. R. Maclean (R.N.A.S. 
Cii I (I rose). Surg. I.icut.-Cdr. I). Holmes (H.M.S. Fisgard), I.icut. \V. G. Morrison (R.N.C. 
Greenwich). Surg. I.icut.-Cdr. (D) M. Swann (II.M.S. Sea Faglc), QMS K. Taylor (R.M. Eastncy). 
Sitting: CPO J. C. Lawrence (R.N.A.S. Brawdy), NA G. Nixon (H.M.S. Osprey), Licut.-Cdr. B. 
Gallagher (F.G.S.T.), and Inst. Lieut. R. Greenwood OI.M.S. Collingwood) 
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ATHLETIC RECORDS 


Three new times 
for the discus 


Two records were broken and two equalled at the Royal 
Navy Athletics Championships at the Victory Stadium, 
Portsmouth, on July 2 and 3. 


The first record to go was the 
six miles. I. Std Boh Meadows 
returned a time of 30 min. 5.05 
sec.—22.4 seconds better than 
the old record. PO Danny Mc- 
Fadzcan was second. 

The other record to go was 
that of the discus. Sgt. Watts, 
who, in June at Crystal Palace, 
had lifted his own record from 
168 ft. to 170 ft., added another 
8 inches to create a new Navy 
record. 

(Mote.—Sgt. Watts subse¬ 
quently broke the discus re¬ 
cord twice . In the Ryder 
Trophy meeting at Southamp¬ 
ton on July 6 he set a new 
record of 172 ft. 2 in., and in 
the Inter-Services champion¬ 
ships at Uxbridge on July 17 
he again set up a new record 
—this time of 175 feet.) 

GABBETPS SUCCESS 
The two records which were 
equalled were the 100 yards and 
the 4 by 110 yards relay, and in 
both of these LAM Peter Gab- 
bett was concerned. 

At 10 see. he equalled the re¬ 
cord for the 100 yards, and he 
was anchor-man for the Air 
Command relay team which re¬ 
turned a time of 44.15 sec. 

The men’s trophy was won by 
Air Command with 150 points. 
Portsmouth obtained 116 points, 
the Royal Marines 961. and Ply¬ 
mouth Command 35 V. 

WREN EVENTS 
Air Command Wrens won the 
women’s championships. Air 
had 77 points. Portsmouth 75. 
and Plymouth Royal Marines 
27. 

PO Wren Dcirdrc Watkinson 
did her stuff as usual for Ports¬ 
mouth. She won the 100 yards, 
220 yards. 440 yards, 80-mctrc 
hurdles and took part in the 
w inning of 4 by 110 yards relay. 

Air Command was first in the 
high jump (Wren Cramphcrnc), 
first in the long jump (Wren 
Bennett), first in the discus 
(Wren Donaldson) and the jave¬ 
lin (L. Wren Rhodes). 

Inter-Services 

Despite two new records by 
Sgt. John Watts, of the Royal 
Marines, the Royal Navy had 
to be content with third place 


in the Intcr-Scrviccs Athletic 
Championships at Uxbridge. 

Team plaeings were: R.A.F. 
142 points. Army 136. and Navy 
94. 

Watts broke the discus record 
with a throw of 175 ft. and 
smashed the inter-services’ shot 
record with a distance of 53 ft. 
11 { in. 

The Navy’s only other win 
was by LAM M. Killeen, who 
won the long jump. 

Hie Wrens, however, took the 
Intcr-Scrviccs Women’s title by 
76 points to the W.R.A.F.’s 55 
and the W.R.A.C/s 53. 

PO Wren IXirdrc Watkinson 
was. as usual, the mainstay of 
the Wren’s team. Equalling the 
existing record of 11.4 see. she 
won the 100 yards, and went on 
to take the 220 and 440 yards 
and the 80 metre hurdles* title. 

Wren H. Crampton won the 
high jump. Wren A. S. Bennett 
the long jump, and the Wrens 
also won the four by 110 yards 
relay. 

Mile record 

In their last fixture of the 
track season. P. R. Horwood. of 
the Royal Naval Athletic Club 
(South), broke the R.N. record 
for the mile. 

His time of 4 min. 13.8 see. 
was one second belter than the 
previous record set up in 1959. 

Although LAM Peter Gabbett 
failed in his attempt to achieve 
the Olympic qualifying mark of 
7.200 points, his total of 7.082 
points set an Amateur Athletic 
Association record for the 
decathlon. 

NAVY TRIUMPH 

The Inter-Service Track Cycling 
Championihipi were held at Sotting- 
ham. and. for only the third lime this 
century. U»e Royal Navy won. The 
R.A.F. was second and the Army third. 

Outstanding performer wx« LM(E) 
Dinglcdcin. who wat first In the l.OOo 
metre sprint, was in the team which 
won the K-lap team pursuit, and was 
in the team which came second in the 
5-milc point-to-point. 

“It is good to see team spirits rise.” 
sass our correspondent, "and to sec 
Mcch. App. Roberts (II.M.S. LynO and 
L/Cpl. Parker (45 ('do) gain conlidcncc 
enough to take a scry active part in the 
fisc miles. 

"The courage of M(E> Hielby (II.M.S. 
Centaur) was admirable, u he was just 
recovering from a steam burn. 

"TT»e most heartening performance 
came from IS-year-otd Art. App. Jen- 
coat (II.M.S. Caledonia), who showed 
track ability, courage and determination 
which augers well for Nasy cycling." 


BAC 

WEYBRIDGE 

TECHNICAL 
INSTRUCTORS 
- ELECTRICAL 


As Europe’s leading Aerospace Company succeeds in selling 
more and more of its civil jet aircraft to world airlines it 
must continue to provide a first-class service to its customers. 


An important part of this service is to train customers’ 
own personnel on VC 10 and BAC 1-11 aircraft in our 
Aircraft Servicing School. Applicants must have had a good 
technical training and sound practical experience in the 
maintenance or operation of modern aircraft, be capable 
of conducting classroom instruction and be able to prepare 
technical information and instructional diagrams of electrical 
systems for inclusion in School Lecture Notes and Aircraft 
Maintenance Manuals. Training will be given to suitably 
qualified applicants. 


Plcaic write quoting reference .4/J27/65/.Y.Y to the 



PERSONNEL MANAGER, 

BRITISH AIRCRAFT CORPORATION, 
\vrvumnr:i 
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II you arc visitor to Fins* 
land 3 *o:d with Rowes will 
provide you with a new tax- 
Ircc Ford. By arrangement 
any one of the superb Ford 
range can be delivered to 
your point ol disembarka¬ 
tion. registered, insured and 
ready to go. If >ou lease 
England within twelve months 
you pay no British purchase 
tax. and we can arrange ex¬ 
port lor you. 

British residents taking up 
appointments overseas can 
purchase a new tax-free Ford 
six months before departing. 
We will arrange shipment to 
your destination. 


.VAIN DEALER 


The Hornet, Chichester. Telephone: 86411 


Victory over the 
| Russians 

FOOTBALL AT GIB. 




When the Russian research 
ship Kosmonaut Vladimir 
Komarov visited Gibraltar in 
June, the ship’s football team 
took on H.M.S. Rookc, the 
Royal Navy side winning by 
the odd goal in three. 

“The first half brought no 
goals, but the Russians hit the 
woodwork twice and their bad 
luck continued into the second 
half when two more shots 
rattled off the upright. 

Gradually Rooke's ability to 
control the ball, which bounced 
awkwardly on the hard surface, 
paid off. and they took the lead 
after 54 minutes. 

'flic large Russian element in 
the spectators' stand had some 
reward for the constant and loud 
support of the "comrades" when 
their right winger found himself 
with only the Rookc ’keeper to 
beat. He made no mistake as he 
side-stepped the 'keeper and 
slid the ball home. 

In the latter stages of the 
game Rookc were looking the 
better team, and with only a few 
minutes left on the clock, their 
constant attacks finally brought 
the winning goal. 

It was a line game, played 
with great enthusiasm by both 
sides. Only two free kicks were 
awarded during the whole 
match. 

The referee was CPO Jones, 
the PT1 of H.M.S. Rookc. 

Ben Nevis Race 

A new trophy called the 
Lochiel Cup. presented by 
Colonel D. H. Cameron of 
Lochiel, is available this year for 
the Ben Nevis race. 

This year’s race is from King 
George V Park. Fort William, 
on Saturday. September 7. 
starting at 2.30 p.in. 

In the past there has been a 
prize for the best all-round 
team, and also a prize for the 
best performance by a member 
of H.M. Forces. 

The new Lochiel Cup is a 
special trophy for intcr-Scrvicc 
teams. 

Teams arc to consist of four 
members (the first three home 
counting) and are entered free. 


SPORTING 

ROUND-UP 


but it is necessary that each in¬ 
dividual in the team submit a 
personal entry form costing 5s. 

Team and individual entry 
forms may be obtained from 
the Secretary. Ben Nevis Race 
Association. Mr. M. M. Mac¬ 
millan. Cameron Square. Fort 
William. Entry forms should be 
returned by August 23. 

Rifle shooting 

The annual triangular rifle 
shooting match between the 
R.N. Rifle Association, the 
Army S.R(b) Club, and the 
Civil Service R.A. was shot at 
Bislcy on June 29, and was won 
for the second year by the 
CS R *\ 

Highest possible was 1.000. 
The Civil Service team scored 
919. the R.N.R.A. 909. and 
Army club 900. 

Naval competitors were: AA 
Paterson (95). AM 1 Cull urn 
(93). COE A Bagulcy (92). Inst. 
Lieut.-Cdr. Branwood (91). 
CEA(O) Leadbeater (91). A A 
Downc (91). REA Shaw (90). 
Capt. Looker (89). POSA Ken¬ 
dall (89). EA Crosslcy (88). 
Counted out: Sub.-Licut. Daly 
(87). and POM A Mead (87). 

In rowing final 

The Portsmouth Command 
entered two crews in the first 
Intcr-Scrviccs Rowing Regatta 
at Wallingford at the end of 
May. 

The novice four was knocked 
out. but the junior four rowed 
through to the final of the 
Kcmpenfclt Trophy. 

The winning crew was formed 
by LS P. Hedge-Holmes (Ver¬ 
non) bow. L.M(E) G. Jenkins 
(Collingwood) No. 2. Surg.- 
Licut. (D) J. Hartley (St. Vin¬ 
cent) No. 3. M(E) J. Barrett 
(Vernon) stroke, and Lieut. D. 
Bell (Collingwood) cox. 

The Navy, with two wins to 


the R.A.F.'s and Army’s three, 
was represented by crews from 
Portsmouth Command. the 
R.N. College. Dartmouth, and 
the R.N. Engineering College. 
Manadon. 

Keel boat win 

The Royal Navy retained the 
Coningham Cup in the Intcr- 
Scrvicc Keel Boat team races 
at Scavicw on July 14. gaining 
two wins to one for the R.A.F. 
and none for the Army. 

The R.A.F. started strong 
favourites, having got four of 
the first six places in the indi¬ 
vidual races the day before, but 
had the misfortune to lose 
McWilliam (the new intcr-scr- 
vicc individual keel boat 
champion) right at the start, a 
rule infringement leading to re¬ 
tirement. 

The Navy were able to beat 
the R.A.F. by three-quarters of 
a point. Both R.A.F. and Navy 
then went on to give the Army 
a sound beating. 

The Navy team were: Capt. 
Johnson. C.S.O. to F.O.S.M. 
(captain). Surg-Capt. Mooney 
(St. Vincent). Licut.-Cdr. Carr 
(R.N.A.S. Ycovilton). and 
Lieut. Bruyc (H.M.S. Cale¬ 
donia). 

Bisley winners 

C/Sgt. Peter Mcrcicr. the 
Royal Marine champion, won 
the gold medal for the best 
aggregate in the Queen Mary 
premier rific service match at 


CREA James Wilcock of 
Darwin (Lancs), the Rookc 
captain, hands a ship’s crest 
to the Russian team captain, 
receiving a pennant in return 


I 

! 


v-v. 


Honours in fencing 
since his teens 


the National Rific Association 
meeting at Bislcy on July 17. 

He scored 348 out of a pos¬ 
sible 400. C/Sgl. Mcrcicr also 
won the Queen’s Medal for 
champion shot of the Royal 
Navy and Royal Marines on 
July 13 with a score of 777 out 
of a possible 901. 

Championship of the Royal 
Navy was won by CPO George 
Leadbeater. who scored 763. He 
also won the Service Rifle cham¬ 
pionship. 


The Portsmouth Naval Cil J.n: Club, 
operatini from H.M.S. Daedalut at 
week-ends, would welcome new mem¬ 
bers. Service and dockyard personnel 
arc cliilblc for membership, which costa 
£3 per annum. Launches cost «U. 6d.— 
and this includes the cost o! Ilyina 
tuition. Lkut.-Cdr. L. IX Vine, of 
H.M.S. CoUinawood. is the club secre¬ 
tary. 


Lieut. Charles Llewellyn, 
now serving in the Leandcr 
class frigate H.M.S. Naiad 
as a weapons engineer 
officer, is interested in vari¬ 
ous sports, but his greatest 
love is fencing. 

Born in 1943 and brought 
up in South Devon. Charles 
Llewellyn started fencing at 
the Nautical College. Pang- 
bourne. when he was about 
15 . 

Before joining Britannia 
Royal Naval College, Dart¬ 
mouth. in September. 1961. 
he had fenced for Berks, 
Bucks, and Oxfordshire. 

During his year at Dart¬ 
mouth. which included a 
cruise to Scandinavia with 
the Dartmouth Training 
Squadron, he fenced for 
Devon, won the Devon epee 
championship, the South- 
West epee championship, and 
started Navy fencing. 

AT TOURNAMENT 

In July, 1962. he won the 
Young Officers’ Intcr-Scrvicc 
epee championship at the 
Royal Tournament. 

His year’s training as a 
midshipman was spent en¬ 
tirely in the Far East. 

Joining R.N. Engineering 
College, Manadon. in Sep¬ 
tember, 1963. the next three 
years were spent taking an 
engineering degree, but he 
fenced regularly for Devon. 
South-West. Navy, and the 
Combined Services. 

In 1965 he was picked for 
the "Rest of Britain" team to 
fence against London—an 
honour which occurred again 
this year. 

Lieut. Llewellyn won the 
Navy epee championship in 


SPORTSMAN OF 
THE MONTH 


Lieut. C. Llewellyn 

1964. and was the Royal 
Tournament Inter - Services 
champion in 1965. 

Coming to this year, Lieut. 
Llewellyn took pare in the 
Navy championships, com¬ 
ing first in the epee, fourth in 
the foil, and fifth in the sabre 
events, and being second in 
the "Champion at Arms" 
title. 

At the Royal Tournament 
Intcr-Scrviccs championships 
he won the "Dismounted 
Champion at Arms" title, 
was fourth in the epee, 
second in the foil, and tenth 
in the sabre. 

Married in 1966 and now 
living at Alverstokc. Lieut. -, 
Llewellyn has raced for the |« 
Plymouth Command at ski¬ 
ing. and has take n part in 
sailing, rugby, and basketball 
at establishment level. 


SHOW-JUMPING TEAM SUCCESS 


Sgt. Tom Shenton at the end of his record-making trip 


For the third year running 
the Royal Navy show-jump¬ 
ing team won the Queen’s 
Plate for the best non-horsed 
unit in the annual Services’ 
Jumping Competition. 

It was also the second year 
that the team had been second 
in the overall competition—! he 

Call to chess 
players 

A Chess Championship (3rd 
Combined Services—5th R.A.F. 
Championship) is to be held at 
R.A.F. Scampton from Septem¬ 
ber 15 to 20. 

Naval chess organisations or 
naval personnel interested in 
chess are invited to take part. 

For the past two years a Com¬ 
bined Services congress has been 
held, and Army and R.A.F. 
players met in a 10-round Swiss 
Tournament, but no Navy 
players participated. 

The R-A.F. and Army Chess 
Association have played annual 
matches since 1958. and have 
also played against the Civil 
Service and London University 
as well as strong county teams, 
teams. 

Naval participation would 
make the association and events 
truly Combined Services. 

Any naval player interested, 
not only in the championships, 
but also in games over the board 
or by correspondence, should 
contact Chief Technician W. M. 
Adam. Royal Air Force Chess, 
Scampton (Lines). 


Queen’s Cup. won this year by 
The King’s Troop. R.H.A. 

The high standard of the naval 
team is reflected by the fact that 
each year it has beaten the 
Household Cavalry. King’s 
Troop’s other teams, the Army 
Equitation Centre team, and 
numerous other units. 

The R.N. "A” team consisted 


of Lieut. E. C. Atkinson 
(H.M.S/M. Aeneas), Sub-Lieut. 
R. Harden (R.N.E.C. Manadon), 
and Sub-Lieut. T. M. Master- 
man (H.M.S. Dryad). 

The "B” team consisted of 
Lieut. C. W. Dallmcycr (H.M.S. 
Dolphin), Wren S. Maher 
(R.N.A.S. Cu Id rose), and 3/0 
P. Wilson (H.M.S. Dryad). 


Canoeist sets up third record 


By circling Singapore, a 
distance of 65 miles, in 12 
hrs. 19 min. Sgt. Tom Shen¬ 
ton. aged 33. of the Royal 
Marines, has set up his third 
canoeing record. 

Paddling anti-clockwise 
around the island from one side 
of the narrow causeway linking 
it to the mainland of Malaya 
to the other, he cut more than 
seven hours from the 19] hours 


taken by a Royal Marine two- 
man canoe some years ago. 

In 1961 Sgt. Shenton. now 
serving in Singapore with No. 2 
Special Boat Section of the 
Royal Marine's 3rd Commando 
Brigade, circumnavigated Malta, 
which has a 45-mile long coast¬ 
line. in a two-man canoe in 
8 hr. 55 min., a time that has 
still to be bettered. 

In tlie Devizes-to-Westminster 
race, he and a Royal Marine 


lieutenant were the first com¬ 
petitors to complete the course 
in less than 24 hours. 

To escape the worst of the 
tropical heat in his around- 
Singapore bid. Sgt. Shenton 
started down the Johorc Straits 
at 2 a.m. Earlier he had set him¬ 
self a targe: of 14 hours. In fact 
his time would probably have 
been less than 12 hours but for 
being delayed by the low visi¬ 
bility of a monsoon downpour. 


He finished still paddling 
strongly, although his hands 
were badly blistered by the salt 
water. The overcast and cool 
weather he encountered was 
ideal, and he admitted condi¬ 
tions could not have been better. 

Sgt. Shenton joined the Royal 
Marines in 1952. He is making 
his third visit to the Far East, 
having prcviou>l\ been to Singa¬ 
pore in the cruiser Birmingham 
and with 40 C ommando. 
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